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SECTION I 



Executive Summary 



OVERVIEW 



“It is always gratifying to see our TAAS scores improve. But the gains made this year are 
especially significant because they occurred during a year when we had a significant increase 
in the number of students taking the test. ” 

Mike Moses, Commissioner of Education, May 1997 



Texas public school students continued an impressive upward trend in performance by recording gains on 
all but one of the Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS) tests administered in the spring of 1997. 
Only a slight decrease in the percentage passing the Grade 8 social studies test marred the otherwise 
across-the-board rise in percentages meeting minimum expectations at all grade levels. The increased 
passing rates occurred even as the number of individuals tested rose by approximately 58,000 students. 
The results from the state assessment program provide tangible evidence of continuing achievement as 
schools work to enable their students to meet the future and its challenges. 

This executive summary outlines statewide TAAS results for the 1996-1997 academic year, including 
results for various segments of the student population. To allow an even broader view of the assessment 
program’s history, a new feature this year is a four-year comparison of both the percentage passing rates 
and the Texas Learning Index (TLI) data; comparing data from four years allows an illustration of three 
years’ worth of gain. Also included in this section are statewide data from the administration of both the 
Biology I and the Algebra I end-of-course examinations. The data in this section represent the results of 
the English-language TAAS tests for all students not in special education, including those students who 
attend year-round education schools. Results of the Spanish-language TAAS tests are presented in Sections 
III and IV. Summary reports of the results for students in special education can be found in the appendices. 
District and campus-level results are available in the Academic Excellence Indicator System (AEIS) 
accountability reports, which can be obtained through the Division of Performance Reporting at the Texas 
Education Agency, or you may access our website at www.tea.state.tx.us for additional information. 

RELEASE OF TESTS 



“Do we want the test we use to be made public — that is, disclosed so that all parents, teachers, 
and others can see a copy? The answer I continue to get across the state is a resounding yes. 
That is why I was pleased to be able to release and make public the TAAS test in May 1995. / 
thought Texas’ parents, teachers, and students needed to be able to see a copy of the test. There 
need be no secrets with regard to what we want children to know... ” 

Mike Moses, Commissioner of Education, May 1997 



For the first time in the testing program’s history, the TAAS items on which students were scored were 
made public on May 19, 1995, shortly after spring testing. The contents of the spring 1995 reading, 
mathematics, and writing tests were released in order to disclose test items to the public and to provide 
released tests to districts for use in formative student evaluation. Field-test items embedded in each of the 
tests were not released; students are not scored on field-test items, which can remain secure for a period 
of five years for possible use on future forms of the tests. 
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Differences in the academic-year calendar necessitate the use of a spring “alternate” form of the TAAS 
tests by year-round education campuses. Although the 1995 release was restricted to the primary forms of 
the tests, beginning with the 1995-1996 academic year, legislation mandated yearly release of all actual 
test items that counted for student scores for each test administered under the requirements of the Texas 
Education Code, Chapter 39, Subchapter B. Therefore, the 1997 release includes primary and alternate 
forms as well as the Spanish versions of TAAS reading and mathematics (Grades 3 through 6) and the 
Spanish version of TAAS writing (Grade 4). All exit level TAAS retests and Algebra I and Biology I end- 
of-course tests administered in the 1996-1997 academic year were also released. Districts received the 
following released test booklets in August, 1997: 



TAAS Released Tests 



Grade 3 


Spring 1997 Reading & Mathematics 
Spring 1997 Reading & Mathematics 
Spring 1997 Reading & Mathematics 


Alternate form 
Spanish 


Grade 4 


Spring 1997 Reading , Mathematics , & Writing 
Spring 1997 Reading , Mathematics , & Writing 
Spring 1997 Reading , Mathematics , & Writing 


Alternate form 
Spanish 


Grade 5 


Spring 1997 Reading & Mathematics 
Spring 1997 Reading & Mathematics 
Spring 1997 Reading & Mathematics 


Alternate form 
Spanish 


Grade 6 


Spring 1997 Reading & Mathematics 
Spring 1997 Reading & Mathematics 
Spring 1997 Reading & Mathematics 


Alternate form 
Spanish 


Grade 7 


Spring 1997 Reading & Mathematics 
Spring 1997 Reading & Mathematics 


Alternate form 


Grade 8 


Spring 1997 Reading , Mathematics , Writing , 
Science , and Social Studies 
Spring 1997 Reading , Mathematics , Writing , 





Science, and Social Studies Alternate form 

Exit Level Fall 1996 Reading, Mathematics, & Writing 

Spring 1997 Reading, Mathematics, & Writing 

Spring 1997 Reading, Mathematics, & Writing Alternate form 

April! May 1997 Reading, Mathematics, & Writing (Senior Retest) 
Summer 1997 Reading, Mathematics, & Writing 

End-of-Course Released Tests 

Fall 1996 Algebra I Spring 1997 Algebra 1 Summer 1997 Algebra I 

Fall 1996 Biology I Spring 1 997 Biology I Summer 1997 Biology I 
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Released materials include test booklets, answer keys, and written composition scoring guides. These 
guides contain the criteria used in the scoring of written compositions as well as samples of scored student 
responses with explanatory notes. 

Each school superintendent, as well as each regional education service center, was provided with multiple 
copies of the released test materials. Districts and individuals also have the opportunity to purchase 
additional copies of the released tests, which are copyrighted by the Texas Education Agency. In addition, 
districts were provided with group item analysis reports, which indicate the percentage of students at the 
campus or district level who selected each answer option. Districts may also obtain individual item 
analysis reports that indicate which answer options a particular student selected. This detailed information 
may enable districts to more easily identify student and/or programmatic strengths and weaknesses. 



The contents of the assessments must remain secure prior to any given administration in order to ensure 
that all students are tested on a “level playing field.” Therefore, the items that are released to the public 
can never again be used in an actual testing situation. Many new items must continually be developed and 
field-tested in order to replenish the “bank” of items used in the construction of future assessments. 



PRIVATE SCHOOLS TESTING 



Beginning with the spring 1996 administration, private schools, including home schools, were eligible to 
participate on a voluntary basis in the TAAS and end-of-course testing programs. During the 1996-1997 
school year, participation by private schools in this voluntary assessment involved 98 students from 5 
private schools and 1 student from a home school. 

Private-school students’ results are reported separately from public-school students’ results; to ensure 
confidentiality of results, no performance data pertaining to private-school students are reported unless at 
least 5 students at a grade level took the tests. The performance summaries presented in this report are of 
public-school students only. 
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(COMPARISON OF RESULTS 



Percent Meeting Minimum Expectations: 
Spring 1994-Spring 1995-Spring 1996-Spring 1997 
All Students Not In Special Education 



Spring 1997 passing rates rose at all grade levels in 
mathematics, reading, writing, and “all tests taken/’ 



OVERVIEW 

The 1997 TAAS results indicate the continuation of an upward trend in achievement at all grade levels. In 
reading, the percentage of students meeting minimum expectations rose across the board, with each grade 
level now showing passing rates in the eighties. Reading scores ranged from 81 percent of all students 
meeting minimum expectations at Grade 3 to 86 percent meeting minimum expectations at Grade 10. 

In mathematics, all grade levels made notable gains, with the most impressive improvement at Grade 7 (a 
9-point gain compared to the 1996 results) and at Grade 5 (an 8-point gain). Scores ranged from 72 percent 
meeting minimum expectations at Grade 10 to 86 percent meeting minimum expectations at Grade 5. 

Writing scores improved at all three grades tested in this subject. Scores ranged from 80 percent meeting 
minimum expectations at Grade 8 to 88 percent meeting minimum expectations at Grade 10. 

In addition, every grade level made gains in the “all tests taken” category; for the first time, no grade level 
had a passing rate below sixty percent. The percentage of students meeting minimum expectations on “all 
tests taken” (reading and mathematics at Grades 3, 5, 6, and 7 and reading, mathematics, and writing at 
Grades 4, 8, and 10) ranged from 66 percent at Grade 8 to 79 percent at Grade 5. 

The following table presents spring 1994, spring 1995, spring 1996, and spring 1997 results by subject area 
and “all tests taken.” Highlights at each grade level are conveniently summarized in the brief text 
incorporated in the table. The same information is then presented in bar-graph format. For purposes of 
comparison across grade levels, the “all tests taken” category includes the TAAS reading and mathematics 
tests at Grades 3, 5, 6, and 7 and the reading, writing, and mathematics tests at Grades 4, 8, and 10. The 
results of the science and social studies tests, administered only to students in Grade 8, are presented 
separately. 
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Texas Assessment of Academic Skills 

PERCENT MEETING MINIMUM EXPECTATIONS 
COMPARISON OF RESULTS 

Spring 1994 — Spring 1997 

All Students Not In Special Education (includes results of year-round education students) 




* Does not include results of the science and social studies tests. 
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Texas Assessment off Academic Skills 

PERCENT MEETING MINIMUM EXPECTATIONS 
COMPARISON OF RESULTS 

Spring 1994 — Spring 1997 

All Students Not In Special Education (includes results of year-round education students) 



READING 



□ 1994 0 1995 D 1996 ■ 1997 
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MATHEMATICS 
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100% n 




Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8* Grade 10 



WRITING 
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Spring 1997 marked the fourth year of the Texas Learning Index, or TLI. The TLI is a score that describes 
how far a student’s performance is above or below the passing standard. The TLI, provided for the TAAS 
reading and mathematics tests at Grades 3 through 8 and at the exit level, was developed to allow students, 
parents, and schools the opportunity both to relate student performance to a passing standard and to 
compare student performance from year to year. Since the purpose of the TLI is to show year-to-year 
progress, the TLI is not used for reporting the results of those tests which are not administered in sequential 
grades, i.e., the writing test (administered only at Grades 4 and 8 and at the exit level), the science and 
social studies tests (administered only at Grade 8), and the end-of-course tests. 

The TLI provides one indicator of whether a student is making sufficient yearly progress to be reasonably 
assured of meeting minimum expectations on the exit level test. The TLI can be used in this way since the 
passing standards for the tests administered at the lower grades are aligned with the passing standard at the 
exit level. In other words, it is as difficult for a third grader to pass the third grade reading and mathematics 
tests as it is for an eighth grader to pass the eighth grade reading and mathematics tests or for an exit level 
student to pass the exit level reading and mathematics tests. For example, a student who consistently 
achieves a TLI score of 70 or above at Grades 3 through 8 should be in line to succeed on the exit level 
test if current academic progress continues. 
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Average TLI: Spring 1994-Spring 1995-Spring 1996-Spring 1997 
All Students Not In Special Education 



1997 TLI scores show continuing improvement 
at every grade level in both mathematics and reading . 

In order to meet minimum expectations on the TAAS reading and mathematics assessments, a student must 
achieve a Texas Learning Index (TLI) of at least 70. The following charts present: 

□ four years of average TLI scores for each grade level, including the gain registered between the 
years 1994 and 1997 for both reading and mathematics 

□ a matched group comparison of average TLI scores from 1 994 to 1 997 

The grade level chart indicates that at all grades, average TLI scores in both reading and mathematics 
have been rising since 1994. Average 1997 TLIs in reading ranged from 79.7 at Grade 3 to 83.8 at Grade 
5. Grades 5 and 6 exhibited the greatest three-year gains, with increases of 5.0 and 4.8, respectively. 

In mathematics, average TLI scores also increased at every grade level, with average 1997 TLIs ranging 
from 75.3 at Grade 10 to 80.6 at Grade 5. Since 1994, Grades 5 and 4 have exhibited the greatest gains, 
with increases of 9.6 and 8.5, respectively. 

The matched group chart presents four years of average TLI scores for three sets of students. These 
matched groups of students tested in both reading and mathematics every year from 1994 through 1997. 
For example, the average TLI of students who tested in reading and mathematics at Grade 5 in 1994 is 
compared to the average TLI those same students achieved on the Grade 8 reading and mathematics tests 
in 1997. 

The chart indicates that TLI scores in both reading and mathematics have been rising steadily for all of the 
matched groups. In reading, the largest three-year gain was posted by those students who tested at Grade 
6 in 1997; their average TLI score of 85.0 at Grade 6 represented a gain of 5.5 points over their 
performance on the Grade 3 test in 1 994. 

The largest gain in mathematics was also recorded by those students who tested at Grade 6 in 1997; their 
average TLI score of 80. 1 represented a gain of 8.4 points over their performance on the Grade 3 test in 
1994. The students who tested at Grade 7 in 1997 also showed a notable gain, increasing their average TLI 
by 7.4 points over their performance on the Grade 4 test in 1994. 
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Texas Assessment of Academic Skills 

AVERAGE TEXAS LEARNING INDEX: 

* Gain/Loss Comparison by Grade Level 

• Matched Group Comparison 

Spring 1994 — Spring 1997 

All Students Not In Special Education (includes results of year-round education students) 



GRADE-LEVEL COMPARISON OF AVERAGE TEXAS LEARNING INDEX 





Reading 


Mathematics 












Gain/Loss 










Gain/Loss 




1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1994-1997 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1994-1997 


Grade 3 


78.2 


78.0 


78.6 


79.7 


1.5 


70.3 


73.3 


76.5 


78.4 


8.1 


Grade 4 


78.4 


80.1 


79.9 


80.9 


2.5 


70.5 


74.6 


77.4 


79.0 


8.5 


Grade 5 


78.8 


79.9 


81.6 


83.8 


5.0 


71.0 


74.7 


77.5 


80.6 


9.6 


Grade 6 


78.5 


79.8 


80.8 


83.3 


4.8 


70.7 


72.6 


77.0 


78.9 


8.2 


Grade 7 


78.3 


78.8 


81.1 


82.2 


3.9 


70.6 


71.8 


75.6 


77.6 


7.0 


Grade 8 


77.9 


78.0 


79.8 


81.8 


3.9 


70.0 


69.7 


73.8 


76.7 


6.7 


Grade 10 


77.7 


77.8 


80.0 


82.1 


4.4 


69.9 


71.2 


72.9 


75.3 


5.4 



MATCHED GROUP TLI COMPARISON 




Reading 


Mathematics 










Gain/Loss 










Gain/Loss 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1994-1997 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1994-1997 


Grade 3 
to 

Grade 6 


79.5 


81.0 


82.4 


85.0 5.5 


71.7 


75.5 


78.3 


80.1 


8.4 


Grade 4 
to 

Grade 7 


79.5 


81.0 


82.5 


84.0 


4.5 


71.7 


75.9 


78.4 


79.1 


7.4 j 


Grade 5 
to 

Grade 8 


80.0 


81.4 


83.0 


83.5 


3.5 


72.4 


74.4 


77.5 


78.3 


5.9 

^ 



Note: All numbers have been rounded. 
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Percent Meeting Minimum Expectations: 
Spring 1994-Spring 1995-Spring 1996-Spring 1997 
Results by Ethnicity 

Results for Economically Disadvantaged Population 
All Students Not In Special Education 
Grades 4, 8, and 10 



Note: This section focuses on Grades 4, 8, and 10 so that results from the writing test can be included in 
the comparison. 



Texas minority students continue to make gains 
in dosing the performance gap on TAAS. 



GRADE 4 

The comparison between 1994 and 1997 shows that the African-American, 
Hispanic, and economically disadvantaged groups have each made an 
impressive gain of 28 percentage points on the mathematics test. 

Reading scores in 1997 rose by 6 percentage points compared to the previous year’s levels for both 
African-American students (69 percent meeting minimum expectations) and economically disadvantaged 
students (73 percent). Percent passing results for Hispanic students rose by 5 percentage points to 75 
percent, while white students gained 4 points to reach 90 percent passing. The comparison between 1994 
and 1997 shows that African-American students made the greatest gain, with an increase of 1 1 percentage 
points. 

Mathematics scores continued their notable upward trend. Compared to 1996 levels, the percent passing 
rose by 5 percentage points for the African-American, Hispanic, and economically disadvantaged groups; 
the white group gained 4 points. Scores ranged from 65 percent meeting minimum expectations (African- 
American group) to 90 percent (white group). The comparison between 1994 and 1997 shows that the 
African-American, Hispanic, and economically disadvantaged groups have each made an impressive gain 
of 28 percentage points. 

Writing scores rose by 1 percentage point over 1996 levels for the Hispanic (83 percent passing), 
economically disadvantaged (80 percent), and white groups (92 percent); African-American students held 
steady at 76 percent passing. Gains compared to 1994 results ranged from 1 percentage point for white 
students to 4 percentage points for the Hispanic group. 

“All tests taken” results provide evidence of improvement across all groups. Scores in 1997 rose by 6 
percentage points compared to the previous year’s levels for both African-American students (53 percent 
meeting minimum expectations) and Hispanic students (63 percent). Percent passing results for 
economically disadvantaged students rose by 5 percentage points to 59 percent, while white students 
gained 4 points to reach 81 percent passing. The comparison between 1994 and 1997 shows that African- 
American and Hispanic students made the greatest gains in this category, with each group showing an 
increase of 20 percentage points. 
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GRADE 8 



In the “all tests taken” category, African-American students 
exhibited the greatest three-year improvement of any group, 
with a notable 22-point gain. Closely following were the economically 
disadvantaged group and the Hispanic group, both with 19-point gains. 

Reading scores in 1997 rose by 8 percentage points compared to the previous year’s levels for both 
Hispanic students (73 percent meeting minimum expectations) and economically disadvantaged students 
(72 percent). Percent passing results for African-American students showed the greatest gain, rising 10 
percentage points to 73 percent, while white students gained 3 points to reach 92 percent passing. The 
comparison between 1994 and 1997 indicates that the African-American students made the greatest gain, 
with an increase of 13 percentage points. 

In mathematics, results showed double digit improvement for African-American students (a gain of 12 
percentage points), Hispanic students (a gain of 10 points) and economically disadvantaged students (also 
a 10-point gain). Percent passing results for these three groups ranged from 58 percent for the African- 
American group to 64 percent for the Hispanic group. The white group gained 5 percentage points to reach 
87 percent passing. Compared to 1994 levels, African-American students exhibited the greatest gain: an 
impressive 25 percentage points. Closely following were the economically disadvantaged group and the 
Hispanic group with 4-year gains of 24 and 23 points, respectively. 

Writing scores rose for all groups, with both the Hispanic group (70 percent passing) and the 
economically disadvantaged group (69 percent passing) each gaining 6 percentage points compared to last 
year’s levels. The African-American group also had 69 percent meeting minimum expectations, which 
represented a rise of 5 percentage points, and the white group rose 2 points to reach 89 percent passing. 
Gains compared to 1 994 results ranged from 9 percentage points for white students to 17 percentage points 
for African-American students. 

In the “all tests taken” category, which comprises the reading, mathematics, and writing tests, the 1997 
results indicate notable gains in performance by all groups. African-American students, with 48 percent 
passing, had the greatest one-year gain: 11 percentage points. Both the Hispanic and the economically 
disadvantaged populations, at 52 percent and 50 percent respectively, saw 10-point increases in scores 
compared to last year’s levels. At 80 percent meeting minimum expectations, the white group registered a 
6-point gain. Compared to 1994 levels, African-American students, with a notable 22-point gain, exhibited 
the greatest improvement. Closely following were the economically disadvantaged group and the Hispanic 
group, both with 19-point gains. The white group registered a 15-point gain between 1994 and 1997. 
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GRADE 1 0 (Exit Level) 



The comparison between 1994 and 1997 shows an impressive 
upward trend in performance on the mathematics test, with notable gains 
of 20 percentage points for the African-American group and 
18 percentage points for the Hispanic group. 

Reading performance improved for all groups, with both the African-American group (78 percent passing) 
and the economically disadvantaged group (74 percent passing) each gaining 7 percentage points 
compared to last year’s levels. Hispanic students, at 75 percent meeting minimum expectations, exhibited 
a 6-point gain, while the white group rose 3 points to reach 94 percent passing. Three-year gains in reading 
ranged from 6 percentage points for the white students to 17 points for the African-American group. 

Mathematics scores reflected gains across all groups. Compared to 1 996 levels, the percent passing rose 
by 9 percentage points for the African-American group, 6 points for the white group, and 7 points for both 
the Hispanic and the economically disadvantaged groups. Scores ranged from 53 percent meeting 
minimum expectations (African-American group) to 84 percent (white group). The comparison between 
1994 and 1997 shows an impressive upward trend, with the African-American group making a notable 
gain of 20 percentage points. The other groups also registered double-digit gains: 18 percentage points for 
the Hispanic students, 17 points for the economically disadvantaged students, and 14 points for the white 
students. 

Writing scores improved as well, with the scores of African-American students rising into the eighties for 
the first time (82 percent meeting minimum expectations); this represented a gain of 6 points compared to 
1996 levels. Hispanic students’ scores rose 3 points to reach 79 percent passing, while the economically 
disadvantaged group gained 4 points to reach 78 percent passing. The white group, at 95 percent meeting 
minimum expectations, exhibited a 2-point gain. Three-year gains in writing ranged from 5 percentage 
points for the white students to 1 3 points for the African-American group. 

Increases across all groups were evident in the “all tests taken” category. The percentage of African- 
American students meeting minimum expectations on all tests taken rose to 48 percent, a gain of 10 points 
compared to the previous year. Both the Hispanic group (52 percent passing) and the economically 
disadvantaged group (50 percent passing) registered 8-point gains, while the white group’s scores rose 7 
points to reach 81 percent passing. The comparison between 1994 and 1997 exhibits a notable increase in 
performance, with the African-American group making a gain of 19 percentage points. The other 
populations also registered double-digit gains: 17 percentage points for both the Hispanic and the 
economically disadvantaged groups and 1 4 points for the white students. 

The following tables, presenting student group performance from 1994 to 1997 by subject-area test and 
“all tests taken” for Grades 4, 8, and 10 (exit level), display the statistics summarized in the preceding 
paragraphs. 
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Percent Meeting Minimum Expectations: 
Spring 1994-Spring 1995-Spring 1996-Spring 1997 
All Tests Taken 
Results By Special Population 
All Students Not In Special Education 



Between 1994 and 1997, LEP and At-Risk students achieved double-digit gains in 
passing rates in the " all tests taken ” category at almost every grade level. 

Categories of students considered as special populations include students with limited English proficiency 

(LEP) and students identified as at risk of dropping out of school 

(At-Risk). 

The following charts present 1994, 1995, 1996, and 1997 “all tests taken”* results (percent meeting 
minimum expectations) by special population for all grade levels. The charts display results for the 
following groups: 

□ Limited English Proficient (LEP)/Non-LEP populations 

□ At-Risk (of dropping out of school)/Not At-Risk populations 

The LEP/Non-LEP chart indicates that both groups at all grades continued making gains in performance. 
LEP students’ 1997 scores in the “all tests taken” category ranged from 21 percent meeting minimum 
expectations at Grade 8 to 60 percent at Grade 3. Between 1994 and 1 997, the passing rate of Grade 3 LEP 
students showed the greatest improvement, rising 25 percentage points. 

As the At Risk/Not At-Risk chart shows, both of these groups also made gains in performance at all 
grades. Grade 10 At-Risk students exhibited the greatest 1996 to 1997 improvement, rising by 9 
percentage points to 44 percent meeting minimum expectations. Between 1994 and 1997, the passing rate 
of Grade 3 At-Risk students registered the greatest gain, rising 23 percentage points. 



* For comparison purposes the “all tests taken ” category does not include the science and social studies tests 
administered at Grade 8. Students at Grades 4, 8, and 10 (exit level) were tested in writing, reading, and 
mathematics; students at Grades 3, 5, 6, and 7 were tested in reading and mathematics. 



Texas Assessment off Academic Skills 

PERCENT MEETING MINIMUM EXPECTATIONS 
RESULTS BY SPECIAL POPULATION 

Spring 1 994 — Spring 1 997 

All Students Not In Special Education (includes results of year-round education students) 
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* Does not include results of the science and social studies tests. 



3 

ERIC 



ie 27 



Average TLI 

Spring 1994-Spring 1995-Spring 1996-Spring 1997 
Results By Ethnicity 
All Students Not In Special Education 



All groups and all grade levels showed improvement, with the 
African-American and Hispanic groups at Grade 5 exhibiting 
impressive gains in mathematics between 1994 and 1997: 
an 11.6 rise in average TU for African-American students 
and an 1 1.3 rise for Hispanic students. 

. j 

As the following chart indicates, average TLI scores in reading rose for all major ethnic groups in all 
grades. For the African-American group, average TLI scores in 1997 ranged from 74.1 at Grade 3 to 78.1 
at Grade 10; the greatest three-year gain (6.7) was at Grade 10. For the Hispanic group, average TLI scores 
ranged from 75.8 at Grade 3 to 79.6 at Grade 5, with the greatest three-year gain (5.4) at Grade 5. The 
average TLI for white students ranged from 83.5 at Grade 3 to 88.2 at Grade 6; between 1994 and 1997, 
the greatest gain (4.8) was exhibited at Grade 5. 

In mathematics, all grade levels and all groups participated in improvement. For the African-American 
group, average TLI scores in 1997 ranged from 68.7 at Grade 10 to 74.7 at Grade 5; the greatest 
improvement since 1994 was at Grade 5, with an 11.6 gain in average TLI. For the Hispanic group, 
average TLI scores ranged from 70.6 at Grade 10 to 78.5 at Grade 5, with the greatest three-year gain 
(11.3) at Grade 5. The average TLI for white students ranged from 79.7 at Grade 10 to 83.3 at Grade 5; 
the greatest improvement since 1994 (8.2) was exhibited at Grade 5. 
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Texas Assessment off Academic Skills 

AVERAGE TEXAS LEARNING INDEX AND GAIN/LOSS 
RESULTS BY ETHNICITY 

Spring 1994 — Spring 1997 

All Students Not In Special Education (includes results of year-round education students) 
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Average TLI 

Spring 1994-Spring 1995-Spring 1996-Spring 1997 
Results By Economic Groups 
All Students Not In Special Education 



The economically disadvantaged population continued its upward 
trend in performance, with the average TU in mathematics 
now in the seventies at all grade levels. 



As the following chart indicates, average TLI scores of students identified as economically disadvantaged 
through eligibility for a free or reduced-price meal program reflected gains in reading across all grades. 
Average TLI scores in 1997 for this group ranged from 75.1 at Grade 3 to 78.9 at Grade 5, with one-year 
gains ranging from 1.3 at Grade 7 to 2.9 at Grade 6. The average TLI of students not identified as 
economically disadvantaged also showed improvement, ranging from 83.8 at Grade 3 to 88.1 at 
Grade 5; one-year gains ranged from 0.7 at Grade 4 to 2.3 at Grade 6. Economically disadvantaged 
students at Grade 5 posted the greatest three-year gain, with a rise in average TLI of 5.6. 

In mathematics, both economic groups registered improvement at every grade level. For the first time, 
average TLI scores in mathematics rose into the seventies at all grade levels of economically 
disadvantaged students. Average TLI scores in 1997 for this group ranged from 70.1 at Grade 10 to 77.4 
at Grade 5, with one-year gains ranging from 2.2 at Grade 4 to 3.8 at Grade 5. The average TLI of students 
not identified as economically disadvantaged ranged from 77.6 at Grade 10 to 83.3 at Grade 5, with one- 
year gains ranging from 1.2 at Grade 4 to 2.6 at Grades 5 and 8. Between 1994 and 1997, the Grade 5 
students identified as economically disadvantaged registered the greatest gain, with a rise in average TLI 
of 11.4. 
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Texas Assessment off Academic Skills 

AVERAGE TEXAS LEARNING INDEX AND GAIN/LOSS 
RESULTS BY ECONOMIC GROUP 

Spring 1994 — Spring 1997 

All Students Not In Special Education (includes results of year-round education students) 
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76.0 | 


2.7 


5.5 


64.0 


65.0 


67.7 


70.1 


2.4 


6.1 



Not ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED STUDENTS 




Reading 1 


Mathematics 












Gain/Loss 










Gain/Loss 




1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


96-97 


94-97 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 i 

s 


96-97 


94-97 : 


Grade 3 


82.2 


82.2 


82.9 


83.8 


0.9 


1.6 


74.3 


77.1 


80.1 


81.6 


1.5 


7.3 j 


Grade 4 


82.5 


84.0 


84.3 


85.0 


0.7 


2.5 


74.3 


78.2 


80.7 


81.9 


1.2 


7.6 


Grade 5 


83.0 


84.3 


85.9 


88.1 


2.2 


5.1 


74.8 


78.4 


80.7 


83.3 


2.6 


8.5 


Grade 6 


82.7 


83.6 


85.4 


87.7 


2.3 


5.0 


74.5 


76.5 


80.4 


82.0 


1.6 


7.5 


Grade 7 


82.1 


82.6 


84.9 


86.0 


1.1 


3.9 


74.2 


75.9 


79.3 


80.7 


1.4 


6.5 


Grade 8 


81.5 


81.5 


83.7 


85.4 


1.7 


3.9 


73.4 


73.3 


77.2 


79.8 


2.6 


6.4 


Grade 10 


80.5 


80.5 


82.7 


84.8 


2.1 


4.3 


72.1 


73.7 


75.2 


77.6 


2.4 


5.5 
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Average TLI: 

Spring 1994-Spring 1995-Spring 1996-Spring 1997 
Results By Special Population 
All Students Not In Special Education 



Between 1994 and 1997, LEP students achieved double-digit gains 
in average TLI in mathematics at Grades 3, 4, and 5. 



Categories of students considered as special populations include students with limited English proficiency 

(LEP) and students identified as at risk of dropping out of school 

(At-Risk). Charts presenting results for these populations follow the summary below. 

In reading, LEP students achieved gains in average TLI scores in 1997 at all grades; the largest gain 
compared to 1996 was registered at Grade 10, with an increase of 4.4. The iargest three-year gain was an 
increase of 5.9 at Grade 5. Average TLI scores for LEP students in 1997 ranged from 63.1 at Grade 10 to 
73.0 at Grade 3. The average TLI scores of non-LEP students ranged from 80.3 at Grade 3 to 84.7 at Grade 
5, with the greatest three-year gain (5.2) posted at Grades 5 and 6. 

Increases in average TLI scores for mathematics were registered by LEP students in all grades, with 
greatest 1996-1997 gain (4.2) registered at Grade 7. The largest three-year gain was an increase of 12.6 at 
Grade 5. Average TLI scores for LEP students in 1997 ranged from 62.9 at Grade 10 to 75.5 at Grade 3. 
The average TLI scores of non-LEP students ranged from 76.2 at Grade 10 to 81.0 at Grade 5, with the 
greatest three-year gain (9.5) at Grade 5. 

In comparing 1 996 and 1 997 TLI averages of At-Risk students in reading, gains were recorded at all grade 
levels except Grade 7. Grade 10 achieved the largest gain compared to 1996, with an increase of 2.5. The 
largest gain between 1994 and 1997 was an increase of 6.1, also at Grade 10. Average TLI scores for the 
At-Risk students in 1997 ranged from 71 .4 at Grade 4 to 75.6 at Grade 10. The average TLI scores of Not 
At-Risk students ranged from 82.2 at Grade 3 to 88.8 at Grade 5, with the greatest three-year gain (5.0) 
posted at Grade 6. 

In mathematics, gains in average TLI scores for At-Risk students continued their upward trend at all grade 
levels, with the greatest 1996-1997 gain (4.0) registered at Grade 5. The largest three-year gain was an 
increase of 1 1.0 at Grade 3. Average TLI scores for At-Risk students in 1997 ranged from 67.3 at Grade 8 
to 74.0 at Grade 5. The average TLI scores of Not At-Risk students ranged from 79.7 at Grade 10 to 84.2 
at Grade 5, with the greatest three-year gain (7.9) at Grade 6. 
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Texas Assessment off Academic Skills 

AVERAGE TEXAS LEARNING INDEX AND GAIN/LOSS 
RESULTS BY SPECIAL POPULATION 

Spring 1994 — Spring 1997 

All Students Not In Special Education (includes results of year-round education students) . 



LEP STUDENTS 








Reading 




1 


T 




Mathematics 




- 










1 


Gain/Loss 










Gain/Loss 




1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 1 


96-97 


94-97 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


96-97 


94-97 


Grade 3 


68.7 


69.8 


71.9 


73.0 | 


1.1 


4 3 


63.5 


67.9 


72.4 


75.5 


3.1 


12.0 


Grade 4 


68.2 


71.0 


70.5 


71.3 | 


0.8 


3.1 


62.6 


67.6 


72.1 


74.1 


2.0 


11.5 


Grade 5 


65.4 


66.9 


69.0 


71.3 1 


23 


5.9 


61.6 


65.7 


70.5 


74.2 


3.7 


12.6 


Grade 6 


63.7 


66.8 


64.7 


67.4 


2.1 


3.7 


59.6 


60.2 


66.2 


68.5 


23 


8.9 


Grade 7 


61.4 


61.5 


64.8 


65.1 | 


0.3 


3.7 


57.3 


57.5 


62.5 


66.7 


42 


9.4 


Grade 8 


60.6 


61.3 


61.8 


65.2 1 


3.4 


4.6 


56.5 


56.1 


60.5 


64.5 


4.0 


8.0 


Grade 10 


58.3 


58.7 


58.7 


63.1 


4.4 


4.8 


58.0 


58.5 


60.0 


62.9 


2.9 


4.9 



Non-LEP STUDENTS 




Reading 1 


' Mathematics 












Gain/Loss 










Gain/Loss 




1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


96-97 


94-97 


j 1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


96-97 


94-97 


Grade 3 


78.8 


78.5 


79.1 


80.3 


1.2 


1.5 


70.8 


73.7 


76.8 


78.7 


1.9 


7.9. 


Grade 4 


79.0 


80.6 


80.4 


81.6 


1.2 ~ 


2.6 * 


71.0 


75.0 


77.7 


79.4 


1.7 


8.4 


Grade 5 


79.5 


80.6 


82.2 


84.7 


23 


5.2 


71.5 


75.2 


77.9 


81.0 


3.1 


9.5 


Grade 6 


79.4 


80.6 


81.9 


84.6 


2.7 


5.2 


71.3 


73.4 


77.7 


79.7 


2.0 


8.4 


Grade 7 


79.2 


79.8 


82.1 


83.4 j 


1-3 . 


4.2 


j 71.3 


72.6 


76.4 


78.4 


2.0 


7.1 


Grade 8 


78.8 


78.8 


80.8 


82.8 ; 


2.0 


4.0 


70.7 


70.4 


74.6 


77.5 


2.9 


6.8 


Grade 10 


79.0 


79.0 


81.2 


83.4 j 


22 


4.4 


70.7 


72.0 


73.7 


76.2 


2.5 


53 



AT-RISK STUDENTS 




Reading 


Mathematics 












Gain/Loss 










Gain/Loss 




1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


96-97 


94-97 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


96-97 


94-97 


Grade 3 


69.7 


69.7 


70.5 


72.1 


1.6 


2.4 


62.0 


66.2 


69.5 


73.0 


3.5 


11.0 


Grade 4 


70.3 


72.4 


70.2 


71.4 


1.2 


1.1 


62.8 


66.8 


69.8 


72.0 


22 


9.2 


Grade 5 


71.3 


71.7 


72.5 


74.8 


2.3 


33 


63.6 


67.2 


70.0 


74.0 


4.0 


10.4 


Grade 6 


69.8 


72.4 


71.9 


73.7 


1.8 


3.9 


62.5 


64.5 


69.4 


71.1 


1.7 


8.6 


Grade 7 


70.1 


70.4 


73.0 


72.5 


-0.5 


2.4 


62.0 


62.5 


66.8 


69.2 


2.4 


7.2 


Grade 8 


70.7 


69.3 


70.6 


72.6 


2.0 


1.9 


62.5 


60.5 


64.6 


67.3 


2.7 


4.8 


Grade 10 


69.5 


71.1 


73.1 


75.6 


2.5 


6.1 


61.8 


63.9 


65.6 


67.9 


23 


6.1 





Not AT-RISK STUDENTS 








Reading 1 


! Mathematics 












j Gain/Loss 


I 








Gain/Loss 




1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


96-97 


94-97 


, 1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


96-97 


94-97 


Grade 3 


81.0 


80.6 


81.2 


82.2 


j 1.0 


1.2 


73.0 


75.6 


78.8 


80.2 


1.4 


5.8 


Grade 4 


83.5 


85.0 


84.7 


85.5 


r o .8 


2.0 


75.2 


79.6 


81.1 


82.4 


13 


7.2 


Grade 5 


85.2 


85.8 


87.0 


88.8 


1.8 


3.6 


77.2 


80.2 


82.0 


84.2 


2.2 


7.0 


Grade 6 


83.2 


84.9 


86.1 


88.2 


2.1 


5.0 


75.0 


78.3 


81.6 


82.9 


13 


7.9 


Grade 7 


83.7 


84.2 


86.0 


87.0 


1.0 


3.3 


76.3 


77.9 


80.9 


81.9 


1.0 


5.6 


Grade 8 


84.5 


84.3 


85.6 


86.8 


\2 


23 


77.0 


76.5 


79.7 


81.9 


2.2 


4.9 


Grade 10 


83.1 


82.8 


83.9 


85.9 


2.0 


2.8 


75.3 


76.9 


77.2 


79.7 


2.5 


4.4 
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TEXAS ASSESSMENT OIF ACADEMIC SKILLS 
(GRADE 8 SCIENCE and SOCIAL STUDIES TESTS 



Percent Meeting Minimum Expectations: 
Spring 1996-Spring 1997 
All Students Not In Special Education 



Passing rates in Science rose substantially for all populations, 
while Social Studies performance fell slightly from 1996 levels. 



The TAAS Science and Social Studies tests are administered to Grade 8 students only. The following 
presents an overview of passing rates for the years 1996 and 1997. 

SCIENCE 

Results of the spring 1997 administration show that 84 percent of all students tested performed 
successfully, up from 77 percent the previous year. Gains in percent passing were exhibited by all ethnic 
groups, special population groups, and economic groups. The greatest gains were reflected in the 
performance of LEP students, whose results rose 1 6 points to 49 percent passing. Hispanic students, whose 
results rose 11 points, achieved a passing rate of 75 percent. The African-American, At-Risk, and 
Economically Disadvantaged groups also made double-digit gains. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

In the spring 1997 administration, 67 percent of all students tested performed successfully; this passing 
rate was down 2 percentage points from 1996 levels. All ethnic groups, special population groups, and 
economic groups posted losses ranging from 1 percentage point (white students) to 7 percentage points 
(At-Risk students). 

The following chart presents the 1996-1997 comparison of Science and Social Studies test results for all 
students not in special education. 
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Texas Assessment of Academic Skills 

GRADE 8 SCIENCE AND SOCIAL STUDIES TESTS 
PERCENT MEETING MINIMUM EXPECTATIONS 

Spring 1996 — Spring 1997 

All Students Not In Special Education (includes results of year-round education students) 





SCIENCE 


SOCIAL STUDIES 


STUDENT POPULATION 


1996 


1997 


Gain/Loss 


1996 


1997 


Gain/Loss 


All Students 


77 


84 


7 


69 


67 


-2 


African-American 


59 


69 


10 


51 


49 -2 


Hispanic 


64 


75 


11 


54 


51 -3 


White 


90 


94 


4 


83 


82 


-1 


LEP 


33 


49 


16 


25 


21 


-4 


Non-LEP 


80 


86 


6 


72 


69 


-3 


At-Risk 


56 


66 


10 


44 


37 


-7 


Not At-Risk 


90 


94 


4 


85 


83 


-2 


Economically Disadvantaged 


63 


73 


10 


53 


49 


-4 


Not Economically Disadvantaged 


86 


91 


5 


80 


78 


-2 
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INTENSIVE INSTRUCTION 

Chapter 39, Subchapter B, Section 39.024 of the Texas Education Code specifies that districts must offer 
an intensive program of instruction for students who did not perform satisfactorily on an assessment 
instrument mandated by the code. 

In the 1997-1998 school year, as the following table indicates, districts must offer intensive instruction in 
either reading, writing, mathematics, or a combination of these subject areas to between 21 percent and 35 
percent of the students tested at each grade level in Grades 3 through 8. At Grade 10, 34 percent of the 
students tested in spring 1997 did not meet minimum expectations on one or more tests (reading, writing, 
mathematics) of the exit level TAAS and must be offered intensive instruction. 
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Texas Assessment of Academic Skills 

NUMBER AND PERCENT OF STUDENTS 
REQUIRING INTENSIVE INSTRUCTION 
COMPARISON OF RESULTS BY NUMBER OF TESTS FAILED 

Spring 1997 

All Students Not In Special Education (includes results of year-round education students) 





ONE TEST ONLY 


TWO TEST ONLY 


ALL THREE TESTS 


TOTAL 




Number 


% 


Number 


% 


Number 


. % 


Number 


% 


Grade 3 


34,075 


15 


24,826 


11 


— 


— 


58,901 


26 


Grade 4 


34,295 


15 


19,010 


8 


12,469 


5 


65,774 


28 


Grade 5 


30,213 


13 


19,472 


8 


— 


— 


49,685 


21 


Grade 6 


33,094 


14 


25,639 


10 


— 


— 


58,733 


24 


Grade 7 


35,941 


15 


26,718 


11 


— 


— 


62,659 


26 


Grade 8* 


40,932 


17 


24,522 


10 


18,522 


8 


83,976 


35 


Grade 10 


40,275 


19 


18,471 


9 


12,650 


6 


71,396 


34 



* Does not include results of the science and social studies tests. 
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RETESTING OPPORTUNITIES 



4s a result of the additional testing opportunity provided for seniors in 
late April/early May, an additional 3,547 students were able to satisfy the 
TAAS diploma requirement prior to spring 1997 graduation ceremonies. 

All students not meeting minimum expectations on their first attempt to pass the exit level TAAS during 
the spring of their sophomore year have up to seven additional opportunities to retest before the end of 
their senior year. Administrations of the exit level TAAS are provided during every academic semester, 
including the summer. During all but the late April/early May administration, out-of-school examinees are 
also given the opportunity to retest. 

The late April/early May TAAS administration was introduced in 1994 for twelfth graders who were 
scheduled to graduate in the spring but who had not yet met minimum expectations on the exit level 
assessment. This administration in late spring provides seniors an additional opportunity to retest 
immediately prior to graduation ceremonies. 



EXIT LEVEL MIGRANT STUDENT PROGRAM 



Since the summer of 1992, the Student Assessment Division, in cooperation with the Texas Migrant 
Interstate Program (TMIP) located in Pharr, Texas, has administered the TAAS exit level tests to Texas 
migrant students who are out of the state during the times the TAAS is scheduled to be administered. 

In the summer of 1997, 217 students were tested at 61 sites in 17 states. Of the 118 students who took the 
exit level reading test, 24 students, or 20 percent, met minimum expectations; 20 out of 149 students 
(13 percent) met minimum expectations on the mathematics test. Of the 91 students who took the writing 
test, 17 students (19 percent) met minimum expectations. Seventeen percent of the total number of 
students assessed met minimum expectations on all tests taken. 
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END-OF-COURSE EXAMINATIONS 



Percent Passing: 

Spring 1996-Spring 1997 
All Students Not In Special Education 



Passing rates in Biology I rose for all but one population, while 
Algebra I performance improved for all populations. 



End-of-course examinations are administered at the end of the last semester of the appropriate course. In 
addition to providing requisite statewide, regional, and district-level data on specified secondary-level 
courses in various content areas, school districts may use the end-of-course tests for local purposes. The 
State Board of Education has set the passing standard for the both the Biology I and the Algebra I end-of- 
course examinations at an equivalent of 70 percent of the items correct, which is represented by a scale 
score of 1500. 

BIOLOGY I 

Results of the spring 1997 administration showed that 78 percent of the students tested performed 
successfully, up from 76 percent the previous year. With the exception of LEP students, whose results were 
down by 5 percentage points, gains of 1 or 2 points in percent passing were exhibited by all ethnic groups, 
special population groups, and economic groups. 

ALGEBRA I 

Although still significantly lower than Biology I’s passing rates, Algebra I’s rates posted substantial gains 
across all ethnic groups, special population groups, and economic groups. Results show that 35 percent of 
the students tested passed, up from 28 percent in 1996. The Hispanic group gained 6 percentage points. 
Gains ranged from 1 percentage point for LEP students to 8 points for three groups: white, Non-LEP, and 
Not At-Risk. 

The following chart presents the 1996-1997 Biology I and Algebra I end-of-course test results for all 
students not in special education. 
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End-of-Course Examinations 

PERCENT PASSING END-OF-COURSE 
EXAMINATIONS AND GAIN/LOSS 

Spring 1996 — Spring 1997 

All Students Not In Special Education 





BIOLOGY I 


ALGEBRA I 


STUDENT POPULATION 


1996 


1997 , 


Gain/I. oss 


1996 


1997 


Gain/Loss | 


All Students 


76 


78 


2 


28 


35 


7 ! 


African-American 


59 


60 


1 


11 


15 


4 1 


Hispanic 


61 


62 


l 


14 


20 


6 


White 


90 


91 


i j 


40 


48 


! 8 


LEP 


33 


28 


-5 • 


9 


10 I 


Non-LEP 


79 


81 


2 j 


29 


37 


i 8 


At-Risk 


58 


59 


1 i 


7 


11 


4 


Not At-Risk 


87 


88 


i 


40 


48 


8 


Economically Disadvantaged 


59 


60 


i 


14 


19 


5 


Not Economically Disadvantaged 


83 


85 


2 


35 


42 


7 




29 4 0 



SECTION III 



Assessment Program Overview 
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The Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS) testing program, implemented in the 1990-1991 school 
year, measures academic skills in writing, reading, mathematics, and, at Grade 8, science and social 
studies. This testing program emphasizes the assessment of students’ higher-order thinking and problem- 
solving skills. Its predecessors, the Texas Assessment of Basic Skills (TABS) program, begun in 1980, 
followed by the Texas Educational Assessment of Minimum Skills (TEAMS) program in 1985, measured 
minimum basic competencies in writing, reading, and mathematics. TAAS extends and expands the 
previous statewide testing programs to address the academic requirements of the 1990s and beyond. 

TAAS, like its predecessors, is a criterion-referenced testing program that links test items to specific 
learning objectives. The TAAS objectives and instructional targets are drawn from the essential elements 
delineated in the State Board of Education Rules for Curriculum. Each subject-area test measures a certain 
number of broad objectives that are consistent from grade to grade. However, the instructional targets that 
comprise each objective differ from grade to grade. A portion of these instructional targets is selected for 
assessment annually, but the specific targets tested may vary from year to year, and not every instructional 
target is tested every year. The objectives and instructional targets for the TAAS tests are outlined in the 
TAAS Objectives and Measurement Specifications booklets that are provided for each grade and subject 
area tested. 



The TAAS tests measure the instructional targets that should have been mastered prior to the time of 
testing. In spring 1997, students at Grades 3 through 8 and at exit level were assessed in reading and 
mathematics, students at Grades 4, 8, and at exit level were assessed in writing, and students at Grade 8 
were assessed in science and social studies. In addition, Spanish versions of the Grade 3 and Grade 4 
reading and mathematics tests were administered in 1997, and Spanish versions of the Grade 4 writing test 
and the Grade 5 and Grade 6 reading and mathematics tests were benchmarked. End-of-course tests were 
administered in Algebra I and Biology I, while the English II and U.S. History end-of-course tests were 
field-tested. 



The TAAS reading, mathematics, science, and social studies tests consist entirely of machine-scorable 
items, most of which are multiple choice. The TAAS writing test consists of two parts: a multiple-choice 
section and a section requiring students to write a composition. Students’ written compositions are scored 
on a scale of 1 (low) to 4 (high). A composition may also receive a rating of 0, indicating that the response 
could not be scored. 

Texas public high school students who have not received a special education exemption must pass all 
subject area tests of the exit level TAAS (in addition to having successfully completed all required courses) 
in order to be eligible to receive a Texas high school diploma. Currently students begin taking the exit level 
TAAS test in spring of their sophomore year. Section 39.023(b) of the Texas Education Code states: “Each 
student who did not perform satisfactorily on any secondary exit-level assessment instrument when 
initially tested shall be given multiple opportunities to retake that assessment instrument.” Students who 
begin testing as sophomores have up to eight opportunities to take the exit level TAAS before the end of 
their senior year. In addition, an individual who has fulfilled all graduation requirements except for 
meeting minimum expectations on the exit level TAAS may retake the section(s) not passed each time the 
test is administered. 
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STANDARDS 



In July 1990 the State Board of Education adopted a minimum expectations level (passing standard), 
equivalent to approximately 70 percent of the items correct on each subject-area test, with a one-year 
phase-in to that standard. The board also required that students score at least a 2 on the written composition 
in order to meet minimum expectations on the writing test. An explanation of the measurement of TAAS 
writing skills can be found in the Texas Student Assessment Program Technical Digest. 

A scale score of 1500 for each subject area test was established to correspond to the minimum expectations 
level. The 1991-1992 TAAS results were the first to be reported in terms of the 70 percent standard. The 
spring 1994 results were the first to reflect the shift from the 1500 scale-score standard in reading and 
mathematics to the Texas Learning Index (TLI), which is a scale that has been developed to gauge student 
progress within a subject area across grades. Two additional scores, the Texas Percentile Rank (Texas PR) 
and the Normal Curve Equivalent (NCE), were first provided to districts in 1994. Further information on 
the TLI, the Texas PR, and the NCE can be found in Appendix B as well as in the Texas Student Assessment 
Program Technical Digest. 

There are two levels of achievement beyond meeting minimum expectations: “Mastered All Objectives” 
and “Academic Recognition.” In order to master a TAAS objective, a student must have answered 
correctly a specified number of test items. For the writing test, a student must also have scored a 3 or 4 on 
the written composition. The TAAS performance standards for the 1996-1997 academic year can be found 
in the Texas Student Assessment Program Technical Digest. 

Academic Recognition is used to identify a high level of achievement on a TAAS test and is awarded to 
students who correctly answer 95% or more of the items on a particular subject-area test. To achieve 
Academic Recognition on the TAAS writing test, a student must correctly answer 95% or more of the 
multiple-choice items and receive a score of 4 on the written composition. Exit level students are eligible 
to receive Academic Recognition only if they are testing for the first time in a subject area. Academic 
Recognition information is reported only for the individual student and, therefore, does not appear on any 
summary report. 

A comprehensive explanation of the TAAS program can be found in the Texas Student Assessment 
Program Technical Digest. 



Spring 1 997 was designated as a benchmark year for the Grade 4 Spanish writing test and the Grade 5 and 
Grade 6 Spanish reading and mathematics tests. This means that a passing standard had not yet been 
established for these particular tests. A benchmark administration allows educators the opportunity to 
gather objective-level data, which are useful in instructional planning. Student performance data generated 
from a benchmark administration are reviewed by the State Board of Education as it establishes the 
passing standard for future administrations. Details on the TAAS tests benchmarked in spring 1997 can be 
found in Section IV. 
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TEST SECURITY 



The TAAS and the end-of-course examinations are secure testing programs as established by Chapter 39 
of the Texas Education Code. Each person with access to test materials has the responsibility to maintain 
and preserve the security and confidential integrity of the tests in order to ensure a fair and standardized 
test administration. Test security involves the ability to account for all secure materials before, during, and 
after test administration. Confidential integrity involves ensuring that secure examination materials are not 
duplicated and that the contents of any portion of a secure test are not disclosed. Any irregularities in test 
security or confidential integrity may result in the invalidation of student results. 



FORMAT 



Student Performance Results 1996-1997 presents TAAS results categorized by grade level. Each grade- 
level section contains: 

□ a narrative summary of performance, highlighting information found in the Summary 
Reports; 

□ a selection of test items and the performance data associated with those items; 

□ statewide Summary Reports (Test Performance and Group Performance) for all 
students not in special education; 

□ a statewide Demographic Performance Summary Report; 

□ a statewide Written Composition Analytic Information Summary Report (Grades 
4, 8, and exit level only). 

TAAS data included in each grade-level section represent the performance of all students not in special 
education, including those students who attend year-round education schools. Data from the spring 1997 
administration for students in special education can be found in Appendix C. 

Each statewide TAAS Summary Report is divided into two sections: Test Performance and Group 
Performance. The Test Performance section presents objective-level mastery data, the number and percent 
of students meeting minimum expectations and mastering all objectives in each subject area, and average 
TLI scores in reading and mathematics. For writing, the average scale score is included, as well as the 
number and percent of students receiving each written-composition score. The Group Performance section 
displays performance results by various demographic and program participation categories. 

The statewide TAAS Demographic Performance Summary provides detailed results by objective within 
each subject area for each demographic and program participation category. 
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The statewide Written Composition Analytic Information Summary Report is provided for those 
levels at which writing is assessed: Grade 4, Grade 8, and exit level. Written compositions not meeting 
minimum expectations (i.e., compositions receiving either a rating of 0, indicating that the response was 
nonscorable, or a score of 1 ) were read by a separate team of readers in an additional scoring process called 
“analytic scoring.” Analytic scoring provides detailed information to districts as to why a response was 
unsuccessful. In the analytic scoring process, categories that identify specific types of deficiencies and 
weaknesses are assigned to each response. This summary report lists those categories and indicates the 
number of student responses that have been assigned each analytic categorization. 

The statewide End-of-Course Examination Summary Reports can be found in Section V. Like the 
TAAS Summary Reports, these reports are divided into two sections: Test Performance and Group 
Performance. The Test Performance section presents the number and percent of students passing the test, 
the average scale score, objective-level mastery data, and the number and percent of students mastering all 
objectives. The Group Performance section displays performance results by various demographic and 
program participation categories. 

The statewide End-of-Course Examination Demographic Performance Summary provides detailed 
performance results by objective for each demographic and program participation category. 

Regional Performance Summaries, found in Section VI, present performance data by regions of the state 
for each grade level and subject area on TAAS and for each end-of-course examination. 
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TAAS Results by Grande Level 
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EXIT LEVEL TAAS RESULTS 



SPRING 1997 ADMINISTRATION 

Of the 216,166 Grade 10 students not in special education who tested, 67 percent met minimum 
expectations on all tests taken, and 18 percent mastered all objectives on all tests taken. By subject area, 
the percentages of students meeting minimum expectations were as follows: 86 percent in reading, 88 
percent in writing, and 72 percent in mathematics. 

The table below provides the number of Grade 10 students tested statewide in each subject area, the 
percent meeting minimum expectations, the percent mastering all objectives, and the average scale score 
or Texas Learning Index (TLI) score. The standard for meeting minimum expectations at exit level is 
represented by a scale score of 1500 in writing and a TLI score of X-70 in reading and mathematics. 



Grade 10 Student Performance by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 





Number 


% Meeting 
Minimum 


% Mastering 
All 


Average 

Scale/TLI 




Tested 


Expectations 


Objectives 


Score 


Reading 


210,095 


86% 


49% 


X- 82.1 


Writing 


209,444 


88% 


45% 


1719 


Mathematics 


212,761 


72% 


28% 


X-75.3 



Academic Recognition is awarded to students who answer correctly 95% or more of the items on a 
particular subject area test. On the writing test, students must answer correctly 95% or more of the 
multiple-choice items and receive a score of 4 on the written composition. The table below presents by 
subject area the percentage of tenth graders tested who achieved Academic Recognition. 



Grade 10 Academic Recognition by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 



Reading 

Writing 

Mathematics 



18.0% 

7.6% 

17.15% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: READING 

Eighty-six percent of the Grade 10 students tested met minimum expectations on the reading test, and 
49 percent mastered all objectives. The percentage of students mastering each objective ranged from 70 to 
87 percent. Grade 10 students achieved the highest level of mastery on Objectives 1 and 2, which assess, 
respectively, the ability to identify word meaning and the ability to identify supporting ideas. 

The following table presents the percentage of Grade 10 students achieving mastery on each reading 
objective for the spring 1997 administration. 

Grade 10 Student Mastery of Reading Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Objective 7: Word Meaning 


87% 


Objective 2: Supporting Ideas 


87% 


Objective 3: Summarization 


78% 


Objective 4: Relationships and Outcomes 


82% 


Objective 5: Inferences and Generalizations 


73% 


Objective 6: Point of View, Propaganda, and Fact and Nonfact 


70% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: WRITING 

Eighty-eight percent of the Grade 1 0 students met minimum expectations, and 45 percent mastered all 
objectives. The objective-level mastery ranged from 67 percent on Objectives 1 -4 (the total percentage of 
3s and 4s on the written composition) to 91 percent on Objective 6 (English Usage). 



WRITTEN COMPOSITION 



Ninety-five percent of Grade 10 students met or exceeded minimum 
expectations on the written composition portion of the writing test. 



The written composition portion of the test assesses Objectives 1 through 4 in writing: to respond 
appropriately to the purpose/audience specified in a given topic, to organize ideas, to demonstrate control 
of the English language, and to generate a composition that develops/supports/elaborates the central idea 
stated in a given topic. TAAS responses are scored on a scale of 1 (low) to 4 (high); a composition may 
also receive a rating of 0, indicating that the response was nonscorable. Grade 10 students were required 
to write a persuasive essay in which they formulated a position on a particular issue and presented 
convincing reasons in support of that position. Ninety-five percent of the students tested in spring 1997 
met or exceeded minimum expectations on the written composition by achieving a score of 2 or higher. 
Sixty-seven percent of the students achieved mastery by earning a score of 3 or 4. A description of the 
attributes of papers receiving each score point can be found in the Texas Student Assessment Program 
Technical Digest as well as in the Exit Level Scoring Guide for Persuasive Writing, which was provided 
with the other released test materials and distributed to districts in August 1997. 
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The following table displays the number and percent of papers receiving each written composition score. 



Grade 10 Student Performance on Written Composition 

Spring 1997 



Score 


Number 

Achieving Score 


Percent 

Achieving Score 


i 


8,443 


4% 


2 


59,391 


28% 


3 


107,536 


51% 


4 


33,305 


16% 



Compositions receiving either a rating of 0 or a score of 1 were analyzed to determine why those responses 
were unsuccessful. In spring 1997, 769 of the Grade 10 compositions received a rating of 0 (nonscorable). 
The majority of these students (429) did not attempt the writing task. 

Students who wrote compositions that earned a score of 1 attempted to respond to the task but were 
unsuccessful. Of the 8,443 compositions receiving a score of 1, most (8,280) lacked sufficient support and 
elaboration to be considered minimally successful. Responses lacking sufficient control of the English 
language totaled 1,786, and 1,592 responses were identified as lacking organization and structure. A 
response may be assigned more than one analytic category, depending on the number of deficiencies 
and/or weaknesses exhibited in the composition. 



EDITING SKILLS (MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION) 

On the multiple-choice portion of the writing test, Grade 10 students achieved the highest mastery rate (91 
percent) on Objective 6, which requires them to recognize appropriate English usage (such as correct 
subject-verb agreement and correct forms of adjectives and adverbs) within the context of a written 
passage. Sixty-nine percent achieved mastery on Objective 5, which assesses recognition of appropriate 
sentence construction within the context of a written passage by requiring students to differentiate 
correctly written sentences from fragments and run-on sentences and to select effectively written 
combinations of sentences. On Objective 7, which requires students to recognize appropriate spelling, 
capitalization, and punctuation within the context of a written passage, 68 percent of the students achieved 
mastery. 
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Grade 10 Student Mastery of Writing Objectives 
(Multiple-Choice Section) 

Spring 1997 

Objective 5: Sentence Construction 
Objective 6: English Usage 

Objective 7: Use of Spelling, Capitalization, and Punctuation 



69% 

91% 

68% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: MATHEMATICS 

Seventy-two percent of the tenth graders tested met minimum expectations in mathematics, and 28 percent 
mastered all objectives. Mastery rates ranged from 57 percent (Objective 8: Use of Multiplication to Solve 
Problems) to 82 percent (Objective 3: Geometric Properties and Relationships). 



Grade 10 Student Mastery of Mathematics Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Domain: Concepts 

Objective 1: Number Concepts 72% 

Objective 2: Algebraic/Mathematical Relations and Functions 73% 

Objective 3: Geometric Properties and Relationships 82% 

Objective 4: Measurement Concepts 71% 

Objective 5: Probability and Statistics 80% 

Domain: Operations 

Objective 6: Use of Addition to Solve Problems 80% 

Objective 7: Use of Subtraction to Solve Problems 75% 

Objective 8: Use of Multiplication to Solve Problems 57% 

Objective 9: Use of Division to Solve Problems 73% 



Domain: Problem Solving 

Objective 10: Problem Solving Using Estimation 75% 

Objective 11: Problem Solving Using Solution Strategies 61% 

Objective 12: Problem Solving Using Mathematical Representation 71% 

Objective 13: Evaluation of the Reasonableness of a Solution 75% 
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GRADE 10 TAAS ITEMS 



Because the TAAS tests administered in the 1 996- 1 997 school year have been released, a number of items 
from the spring 1997 tests are included in this report, as well as detailed information on how students 
responded to these items. This information on student responses is called an “item analysis.” Item analysis 
data, indicating the percentage of students statewide who selected each option, are noted next to the answer 
choices presented in this report. For example, if “8%” appears next to answer choice B, this indicates that 
8% of the students statewide selected that answer choice on the actual test administered in spring 1997. 
Item analyses are provided at the district and campus levels, enabling educators to have very specific 
information on TAAS performance as they evaluate their programs. In addition, item analysis reports for 
individual students are available to districts at a minimal cost. 

The following items were selected from the spring 1997 TAAS exit level reading, writing, and 
mathematics tests. Each item assesses a particular objective, which is noted above each item. Item analysis 
information, indicating the percentage of students statewide who selected a particular option, is presented 
next to each answer choice. The correct answers are indicated by asterisks. Some passages and items have 
been reduced in size in order to fit into the space available in this report. All test items and passages are 
copyrighted by the Texas Education Agency. 



Following the test items are statewide summary reports and demographic performance summary 
reports for the February 1 997 administration of the exit level TAAS to students not in special education. 
Written composition analytic information summary reports are also included. The reports for the 
February administration are separated by grade level (Grades 10, 11, and 12). 
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EXIT LEVEL READING PASSAGE 



George M. White: The Architect of the Capitol 



The President of the United States is 
responsible for the nation, but there’s somebody in 
Washington who, at times, is even busier than the 
President. The position of Architect of the Capitol 
has existed since construction of the Capitol 
building began in 1793. At first that position’s main 
responsibility was the supervision of major projects 
contributing to the building’s construction. Later 
the Architect of the Capitol became responsible for 
keeping the completed Capitol building heated, 
cooled, and cleaned, for tending the grounds, and 
for maintaining the works of art that the building 
houses. 

The responsibilities of the Architect of the 
Capitol now include maintenance of the buildings 
for the Senate and House of Representatives, the 
Library of Congress, the United States Supreme 
Court, the United States Botanic Gardens, the 
House and Senate restaurants, and a full-scale 
power plant. These responsibilities cover more than 
200 acres of grounds and 12 million square feet of 
interior space. The diversity of the Architect’s 
duties is enormous and ranges from having locks 
changed to supervising major construction projects. 

Qualifications 

The President of the United States appoints 
the Architect of the Capitol. There is no 
requirement that holders of the office possess 
credentials as professional architects. They have 
been eminently qualified, nevertheless, and 
George M. White is a good example. 

Appointed in 1971 by President Richard 
Nixon, White has served both Democrats and 
Republicans. Not only is he a licensed architect, 
but he also holds several degrees. White holds a 
bachelor’s and a master’s degree in electrical 
engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, a master’s degree in business 
administration from Harvard, and a law degree 
from Case-Western Reserve University. For a 
while, following World War II, he practiced 
engineering in his family’s construction business. 
He developed an interest in architecture, and 
following a period of self-study, he passed the Ohio 
architectural licensing examination. 

Accomplishments 

During George White’s tenure as Architect of 
the Capitol, that office has become known for its 



commitment to historical preservation. For 
example, to prepare for the nation’s 200th 
anniversary in 1976, White’s office made 
improvements to the Capitol Rotunda, a part of the 
building that had not been renovated in over 70 
years. White supervised the restoration of the 
Statuary Hall in the Capitol to the way it appeared 
in 1822, when it served as the chamber for the 
House of Representatives. Other buildings 
benefiting from White’s commitment to history 
include a Senate chamber used in the mid- 
nineteenth century and the 1859 Supreme Court 
chamber, which had been used as a storeroom for 
years. 

George White has been as concerned with the 
future as he has been with the past. In 1981 he 
submitted to Congress a 100-page master plan 
outlining options for the expansion and 
improvement of the Capitol over the next 50 to 75 
years. Many of these ideas have already been 
adopted. More recently, White has supported the 
expansion of computerized information sources for 
both senators and representatives. White also 
recognized that the number of women in the 
Senate was growing and supervised the 
installation of a rest room for female legislators 
adjacent to the Senate chamber. 

Recognition 

The impressive contributions of George White 
have not gone unnoticed. In 1992 the American 
Institute of Architects presented him with the first 
Thomas Jefferson Award for Public Architecture, 
which he shared with Senator Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan of New York. The Senator was selected 
because of his own contributions to the field of 
public architecture, and it is fitting that he and 
George White shared the honor. In 1971 when the 
office of Architect of the Capitol became vacant, it 
was Moynihan, then an advisor to President Nixon, 
who recommended White’s appointment. 

George White and his forerunners have 
performed the duties of Capitol Architect for over 
200 years. It is remarkable that in that period only 
nine individuals have held the office. Although 
their length of time in office has varied from one 
year to more than three decades, these individuals 
have had one thing in common: responsibility for 
doing whatever it takes to maintain the Capitol 
and its surroundings on a daily basis. 




Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved, 
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EXIT LEVEL READING ITEMS 



Objective 6: The student will recognize points of view f propaganda , and/or statements of fact and nonfact 
in a variety of written texts. 



26 


The passage shows how the author feels 
about George White by — 


88% 


F* 


referring to White’s contributions as 
“impressive” 


6% 


G 


noting that White is an architect 
although it is not required by his job 


2% 


H 


including restaurants in White’s list of 
responsibilities 


3% 


J 


showing that White’s sponsor is now a 
United States senator 



Objective 3: The student will summarize a variety of written texts. 



27 


What is the main idea of the first two 
paragraphs of the passage? 


2% 


A 


There are over 200 acres of grounds for 
the Capitol Architect to care for. 


12% 


B 


The President may not be the busiest 
person in Washington. 


82% 


c* 


The Capitol Architect has a wide range 
of responsibilities. 


4% 


D 


The job of Architect of the Capitol has 
existed for a long time. 



Objective 4: The student will perceive relationships and recognize outcomes in a variety of written texts. 



33 


Which of these is most likely to happen in 
the future? 


88% 


A* 


The duties of the Architect of the 
Capitol will continue to evolve. 


5% 


B 


Senator Moynihan will be appointed 
Architect of the Capitol. 


7% 


C 


An Architect of the Capitol will be 
required to be a licensed architect. 


1% 


D 


The Architect of the Capitol will build a 
restaurant for the Supreme Court. 



Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
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EXIT LEVEL WRITING ITEMS 



Objective 6: The student will recognize appropriate English usage within the context of a written passage. 



If it weren’t for a small, almond-sized 
organ located deep within the brain, human 
beings wouldn’t be able to recognize fear in 
the faces of others. This organ, called the 
amygdala, (7) of clusters of neural cells. If 
the cells of the amygdala have been damaged, 
a person can’t determine fear by reading 
people’s faces. A damaged amygdala, however, 
does not affect a person’s ability to recognize 
people or recognize (8) expressions, such as 
smiles, that (9) positive emotions. 

The amygdala’s effect on people’s ability 
to recognize fear was (10) discovered by 
scientists. They (11) a patient whose 
amygdala had been damaged. This discovery 
(12) social scientists to have a better 
understanding of human behavior. 



16% 9 


F 


shows 


2% 


G 


is showing 


81% 


H* 


show 


1% 


J 


has shown 



1% 


10 A 


recent 


98% 


B* 


recently 


1% 


C 


more recently 


1% 


D 


most recent 



24% 


7 


F 


consist 


92% 


n 


F* 


observed 


1% 




G 


are consisting 


4% 




G 


observe 


73% 




H* 


consists 


3% 




H 


are observing 


1% 




J 


have consisted 


1% 




J 


will observe 


1% 


8 


A 


facially 


2% 


12 


A 


are enabling 


1% 




B 


facing 


1% 




B 


were enabling 


94% 




c* 


facial 


5% 




C 


have enabled 


4% 




D 


face 


92% 




D* 


has enabled 



ERIC 
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EXIT LEVEL MATHEMATICS ITEMS 



Objective 1 3: The student will evaluate the reasonableness of a solution to a problem situation. 

22 The distance from Dallas to Houston is 

243 miles. At an average rate of 55 miles per 
hour, which is a reasonable length of time to 
drive an automobile from Dallas to Houston? 



1% 


A 


Less than 2 hours 


7% 


B 


Between 2 and 3 hours 


88% 


c* 


Between 4 and 5 hours 


3% 


D 


Between 6 and 7 hours 


1% 


E 


More than 8 hours 



Objective 12: The student will express or solve problems using mathematical representation. 

24 A school newspaper surveyed 200 students 
and asked which of 2 books they had read. 

The results are shown in the diagram. 

U = Set of 200 students surveyed 
R = Set of students who read Book R 
S = Set of students who read Book S 



Book Survey 




How many students read Book R or Book S 
but not both books? 



5% 


A 


42 


1% 


B 


62 


84% 


c* 


146 


2% 


D 


188 


8% 


E 


Not Here 
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TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 
MAAS SUMMARY REPORT - TEST PERFORMANCE 

ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
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TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 

WRITTEN COMPOSITION ANALYTIC INFORMATION 

SUMMARY REPORT 



GRADE: 10-EXIT LEVEL 

DISTRICT: STATEWIDE 

CAMPUS: 



ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 



REPORT DATE: 
DATE OF TESTING: 



APRIL 1997 
FEBRUARY 1997 



PAPERS RECEIVING WRITTEN COMPOSITION RATINGS OF 0 OR 1 WERE SCORED ANALYTICALLY. 
FOR EACH CATEGORY THE NUMBER OF PAPERS HAVING THAT DEFICIENCY IS INDICATED. 

A STUDENT'S PAPER MAY BE LISTED IN MORE THAN ONE CATEGORY. PAPERS RECEIVING 
WRITTEN COMPOSITION RATINGS OF 2, 3, OR 4 WERE NOT SCORED ANALYTICALLY. 



ANALYTIC CATEGORY 


NUMBERS 


OF PAPERS 


RATING OF 0 


RATING OF 1 


Lacked clarity 


1 


177 


Lacked language control . . 


158 


1786 


Lacked organization/structure 


41 


1592 


Lacked support/elaboration 


109 


8280 


Drifted from specified purpose 


7 


515 


Used wrong purpose 


37 


123 


Drifted from specified topic 


0 


246 


Wrote off topic 


174 




No writing attempted 


429 




Indecipherable response 


48 




Insufficient response to specified task 


118 





WRITTEN COMPOSITION 


RATING 


SUMMARY 










RATING: 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


TOTAL 


NUMBER: 


769 


8443 


59391 


107536 


33305 


209444 


PERCENT: 


0 


4 


28 


51 


16 






51 



64 



raro TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 
MAAS SUMMARY REPORT - TEST PERFORMANCE 

ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
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MAAS TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 

WRITTEN COMPOSITION ANALYTIC INFORMATION 

SUMMARY REPORT 







ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 




GRADE: 


11-EXIT LEVEL 


REPORT DATE: 


APRIL 1997 


DISTRICT: 


STATEWIDE 


DATE OF TESTING: 


FEBRUARY 1997 


CAMPUS: 









PAPERS RECEIVING WRITTEN COMPOSITION RATINGS OF 0 OR 1 MERE SCORED ANALYTICALLY. 
FOR EACH CATEGORY THE NUMBER OF PAPERS HAVING THAT DEFICIENCY IS INDICATED. 

A STUDENT’S PAPER MAY BE LISTED IN MORE THAN ONE CATEGORY. PAPERS RECEIVING 
WRITTEN COMPOSITION RATINGS OF 2, 3, OR 9 WERE NOT SCORED ANALYTICALLY. 



ANALYTIC CATEGORY 


NUMBERS 


OF PAPERS 


RATING OF 0 


RATING OF 1 


Lacked clarity 


0 


A9 


Lacked language control 


AO 


1027 


Lacked organization/structure 


A 


639 


Lacked support/elaboration 


2A 


2965 


Drifted from specified purpose 


2 


16 A 


Used wrong purpose 


8 


AO 


Drifted from specified topic 


0 


11 A 


Wrote off topic 


32 




No writing attempted 


106 




Indecipherable response 


16 




Insufficient response to specified task 


36 





WRITTEN COMPOSITION 
RATING: 


RATING 

0 


SUMMARY 

1 


2 


3 


A 


TOTAL 


NUMBER: 


190 


3075 


9163 


3792 


193 


16 913 


PERCENT: 


1 


19 


56 


23 


1 
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TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 

WRITTEN COMPOSITION ANALYTIC INFORMATION 

SUMMARY REPORT 

ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 

GRADE: 12-EXIT LEVEL REPORT DATE: APRIL 1997 

DISTRICT: STATEWIDE DATE OF TESTING: FEBRUARY 1997 

CAMPUS: 

PAPERS RECEIVING WRITTEN COMPOSITION RATINGS OF 0 OR 1 WERE SCORED ANALYTICALLY. 

FOR EACH CATEGORY THE NUMBER OF PAPERS HAVING THAT DEFICIENCY IS INDICATED. 

A STUDENT'S PAPER MAY BE LISTED IN MORE THAN ONE CATEGORY. PAPERS RECEIVING 
WRITTEN COMPOSITION RATINGS OF 2, 3, OR A WERE NOT SCORED ANALYTICALLY. 



ANALYTIC CATEGORY 


NUMBERS 


OF PAPERS 


RATING OF 0 


RATING OF 1 


Lacked clarity 


0 


19 


Lacked language control 


3 


304 


Lacked organization/structure 


0 


152 


Lacked support/elaboration 


2 


782 


Drifted from specified purpose 


0 


39 


Used wrong purpose 


0 


5 


Drifted from specified topic 


0 


28 


Wrote off topic 


2 




No writing attempted 


30 




Indecipherable response 


3 




Insufficient response to specified task . 


5 





WRITTEN COMPOSITION 


RATING SUMMARY 










RATING: 


0 1 


2 


3 


4 


TOTAL 


NUMBER: 


40 822 


3284 


1537 


70 


5753 


PERCENT: 


1 14 


57 


27 


1 






Q9 



GRADE 8 TAAS RESULTS 



SPRING 1997 ADMINISTRATION 

In spring 1997, five TAAS tests were administered at Grade 8: reading, mathematics, writing, science, and 
social studies. A total of 246,779 students not in special education were tested, with 56 percent meeting 
minimum expectations on all five tests taken. 

The following table provides a breakdown by subject area of statewide student performance at Grade 8. 
The standard for meeting minimum expectations is represented by a scale score of 1500 in writing, 
science, and social studies and by a Texas Learning Index (TLI) score of 8-70 in reading and mathematics! 



Grade 8 Student Performance by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 





Number 


% Meeting 
Minimum 


% Mastering 
All 


Average 

Scale/TLI 




Tested 


Expectations 


Objectives 


Score 


Reading 


237,871 


83% 


39% 


8-81.8 


Writing 


235,828 


80% 


27% 


1631 


Mathematics 


237,708 


75% 


29% 


8-76.7 


Science 


235,405 


84% 


20% 


1582 


Social Studies 


237,070 


67% 


15% 


1550 



Academic Recognition is awarded to students who answer correctly 95% or more of the items on a 
particular subject area test. On the writing test, students must answer correctly 95% or more of the 
multiple-choice items and receive a score of 4 on the written composition. The table below presents by 
subject area the percentage of eighth graders tested who achieved Academic Recognition. 



Grade 8 Academic Recognition by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 



Reading 


13.3% 


Writing 


2.8% 


Mathematics 


18.1% 


Science 


8.7% 


Social Studies 


6.3% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: READING 



Eighty-three percent of the Grade 8 students tested met minimum expectations on the reading test, and 
39 percent mastered all objectives. The percentage of students mastering each objective ranged from 65 to 
82 percent. Grade 8 students achieved the highest level of mastery on Objective 4, which assesses the 
ability to identify relationships and outcomes. 

The following table presents the percentage of Grade 8 students achieving mastery on each reading 
objective for the spring 1997 administration. 



Grade 8 Student Mastery of Reading Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Objective 1 : 


Word Meaning 


75% 


Objective 2: 


Supporting Ideas 


66% 


Objective 3: 


Summarization 


65% 


Objective 4: 


Relationships and Outcomes 


82% 


Objective 5: 


Inferences and Generalizations 


66% 


Objective 6: 


Point of View, Propaganda, and Fact and Nonfact 


72% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: WRITING 

Eighty percent of the Grade 8 students met minimum expectations, and 27 percent mastered all objectives. 
The objective-level mastery ranged from 49 percent on Objectives 1-4 (the total percentage of 3s and 4s 
on the written composition) to 90 percent on Objective 6 (English Usage). 



WRITTEN COMPOSITION 



Ninety-six percent of Grade 8 students met or exceeded minimum 
expectations on the written composition portion of the writing test. 



The written composition portion of the test assesses Objectives 1 through 4 in writing: to respond 
appropriately to the purpose/audience specified in a given topic, to organize ideas, to demonstrate control 
of the English language, and to generate a composition that develops/supports/elaborates the central idea 
stated in a given topic. TAAS responses are scored on a scale of 1 (low) to 4 (high); a composition may 
also receive a rating of 0, indicating that the response was nonscorable. Grade 8 students were required to 
write a persuasive essay in which they formulated a position on a particular issue and presented convincing 
reasons in support of that position. Ninety-six percent of the students tested in spring 1 997 met or exceeded 
minimum expectations on the written composition by achieving a score of 2 or higher. Forty-nine percent 
of the students achieved mastery by earning a score of 3 or 4. A description of the attributes of papers 
receiving each score point can be found in the Texas Student Assessment Program Technical Digest as well 
as in the Grade 8 Scoring Guide For Persuasive Writing, which was provided with the other released test 
materials and distributed to districts in August 1997. 



O 

ERLC 



63 



84 



The following table displays the number and percent of papers receiving each written composition score. 



Grade 8 Student Performance on Written Composition 

Spring 1997 



Score 


Number 

Achieving Score 


Percent 

Achieving Score 


1 


8,561 


4% 


2 


110,304 


47% 


3 


103,515 


44% 


4 


12,901 


5% 



Compositions receiving either a rating of 0 or a score of 1 were analyzed to determine why those responses 
were unsuccessful. In spring 1997, 547 of the Grade 8 compositions received a rating of 0 (nonscorable). 
Many of these students wrote off topic (242) or did not attempt the writing task (226). 

Students who wrote compositions that earned a score of 1 attempted to respond to the task but were 
unsuccessful. Of the 8,561 Grade 8 compositions receiving a score of 1, most (8,416) lacked sufficient 
support and elaboration to be considered minimally successful. Responses identified as lacking 
organization and structure totaled 1 ,406. A response may be assigned more than one analytic category, 
depending on the number of deficiencies and/or weaknesses exhibited in the composition. 



EDITING SKILLS (MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION) 

On the multiple-choice portion of the writing test, Grade 8 students achieved the highest mastery rate 
(90 percent) on Objective 6, which requires them to recognize appropriate English usage (such as correct 
subject-verb agreement and correct forms of adjectives and adverbs) within the context of a written 
passage. Sixty-three percent achieved mastery on Objective 5, which assesses recognition of appropriate 
sentence construction within the context of a written passage by requiring students to differentiate 
correctly written sentences from fragments and run-on sentences and to select effectively written 
combinations of sentences. On Objective 7, which requires students to recognize appropriate spelling, 
capitalization, and punctuation within the context of a written passage, 45 percent of the students achieved 
mastery. 





64 



Grade 8 Student Mastery of Writing Objectives 
(Multiple-Choice Section) 

Spring 1997 



Objective 5 


: Sentence Construction 


63% 


Objective 6 


: English Usage 


90% 


Objective 7 


: Use of Spelling, Capitalization, and Punctuation 


45% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: MATHEMATICS 

Seventy-five percent of the eighth graders tested met minimum expectations in mathematics, and 29 
percent mastered all objectives. Mastery rates ranged from 58 percent (Objective 9: Use of Division to 
Solve Problems) to 97 percent (Objective 1 : Number Concepts). 



Grade 8 Student Mastery of Mathematics Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Domain: Concepts 

Objective 1: Number Concepts 97% 

Objective 2: Algebraic/Mathematical Relations and Functions 84% 

Objective 3: Geometric Properties and Relationships 83% 

Objective 4: Measurement Concepts 83% 

Objective 5: Probability and Statistics 88% 

Domain: Operations 

Objective 6: Use of Addition to Solve Problems 85% 

Objective 7: Use of Subtraction to Solve Problems 75% 

Objective 8: Use of Multiplication to Solve Problems 71% 

Objective 9: Use of Division to Solve Problems 58% 

Domain: Problem Solving 

Objective 10: Problem Solving Using Estimation 74% 

Objective 11: Problem Solving Using Solution Strategies 60% 

Objective 12: Problem Solving Using Mathematical Representation 66% 

Objective 13: Evaluation of the Reasonableness of a Solution 68% 



ERIC 
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SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: SCIENCE 

Eighty-four percent of the eighth graders not in special education who tested (a total of 235,405 students) 
met minimum expectations in science, and 20 percent mastered all objectives. 

Mastery rates ranged from 45 percent (Objective 7: Draw Conclusions about the Process(es) and/or 
Outcome(s) of a Scientific Investigation) to 96 percent (Objective 2: Classify Scientific Data and/or 
Information). 



Grade 8 Student Mastery of Science Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Domain: Acquiring/Classifying Information 

Objective 1: Acquire Data 
Objective 2: Classify Information 



78% 

96% 



Domain: Communicating/Interpreting Information 



Objective 3: Communicate Data 
Objective 4\ Interpret Data 
Objective 5: Infer, Generalize, Predict 



51% 

85% 



84% 



Domain: Solving Problems-Investigating 

Objective 6: Conduct Investigations 
Objective 7: Draw Conclusions 



83% 

45% 



Domain: Solving Problems-Applying Knowledge 
Objective 8: Apply Knowledge 



68% 



87 



ERIC 



66 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: SOCIAL STUDIES 

Sixty-seven percent of the eighth graders not in special education who tested (a total of 237,070 students) 
met minimum expectations in social studies, and 15 percent mastered all objectives. Mastery rates ranged 
from 45 percent (Objective 9: Make Generalizations/Draw Inferences, Conclusions) to 95 percent 
(Objective 7: Interpret Social Studies Data). 



Grade 8 Student Mastery of Social Studies Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Domain: Understanding Social Studies Concepts and Information 

Objective 7: Civic Rights and Responsibilities 69% 

Objective 2: American and Other Economic Systems 67% 

Objective 3 : American and Other Political Systems 58% 

Objective 4: Geographical Concepts and Information 64% 

Objective 5: Historical Concepts and Information 68% 

Objective 6: Sociological and Cultural Factors 55% 

Domain: Evaluating Social Studies Concepts and Information 

Objective 7: Interpret Social Studies Data 95% 

Objective 8: Analyze Relationships in Social Studies 59% 

Objective 9: Make Generalizations/Draw Inferences, Conclusions 45% 

Objective 10: Use Problem-Solving/Decision- Making Skills 68% 



GRADE 8 TAAS ITEMS 

The following reading, writing, mathematics, science, and social studies items are from the 1997 TAAS 
Grade 8 tests. Each item assesses a particular objective, which is noted above each item. Item analysis 
information, indicating the percentage of students statewide who selected a particular option, is presented 
next to each answer choice. The correct answers are indicated by asterisks. Some passages and items have 
been reduced in size in order to fit into the space available in this report. All test items and passages are 
copyrighted by the Texas Education Agency. 

Following the test items are statewide summary reports, demographic performance summary reports, 
and a written composition analytic information summary report for the 1997 TAAS tests administered 
to Grade 8 students not in special education. 
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GRADE 8 READING PASSAGE 



Used Books for Sale 



Mark decided to procure a book as a birthday present for his older brother. Even though he didn’t have 
much money, he wanted to buy a book that Andy would enjoy. While he was looking through the Saturday 
newspaper, he found the following ad. 



THE BOOKWORM BOOKSTORE’S SUMMERTIME CLEARANCE SALE 
USED BOOKS AND MAGAZINES 


Reference Books 




Relaxing Reading 


Yardley's Heritage Dictionary : $1 1 .50 
• hardbound with slipcover 


Celebrity biographies (paperbacks only): $5.00 each 
• read about well-known sports figures, 
film stars, presidents, and artists 


Everyday Encyclopedia : $10.95 per volume 

• 5 complete sets for sale 

• must buy all volumes in set 


j The Billy Jones Stories , Vols. I-I V: $1 2.00 per set 

j • John Wilson’s fictional tales bring the Old 
1 West to life 


Himmel’s French-to-English Dictionary : $8.00 

• perfect for travelers 

• includes pronunciation guide 


Numerous other titles, including 
mysteries, adventures, and science fiction 








Children's Books 




| Fix-lt-Yourself 


Picture books (easy readers): $2.00 each 

• simple reading for beginners 

• titles include Sammy and Stella , Summer 
Horses , and Kimber's House 


J Car Repairs Today magazines: 

1 $1.00 each or 10 for $5.00 

• full of helpful hints for the at-home mechanic 
j • detailed illustrations to help you 

understand even complicated repairs 


The Elm town Girls adventure series: 

$3.00 each or 4 for $10.00 

• follow Jenny, Kim, and Sarah as they 
search for clues and avoid danger 

• appropriate for ages 9-15 


Lorilee’s Meals for Families book sets: 

$ 1 0.00 each or $20.00 per set 

• breakfast, lunch, and dinner volumes available 

• recipes for all levels of cooks, from beginner 
to expert 


Looking at the Earth : $8.00 each 

• great for learning geography and 

understanding how different ecosystems 
[| work together 


Build Your 0w/i...book sets: 

$5.00 each or $12.00 per set 

• bike rack, doghouse, CD cabinet, and 
bookshelf volumes available 

• each volume has a full list of supplies and 
estimated cost for each project 


New shipment of books just arrived • Must clear shelves 

Saturday & Sunday only • 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

s' iW u e ^°° oivl ry Free hot dogs on Saturday • Free ice cream on Sunday 

/ obs cUte of tVve ce s Cash ° r personal checks only, please 

'Lfr° tS1 154 River Street, next door to Bob’s Diner 

For directions or more information, call 555-1432 

TWO DAYS ONLY - DON’T MISS IT! 



0 
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GRADE 8 READING ITEMS 



Objective 5: The student will analyze information in a variety of written texts in order to make inferences 
and generalizations. 

11 The characters in The Elmtown Girls books 
are most likely amateur — 

4% A campers 
95% B* investigators 
1% C musicians 
1% D athletes 



Objective 6: The student will recognize points of view, propaganda , and/or statements of fact and nonfact 
in a variety of written texts . 

14 The ad tries to appeal to the reader’s 
desire to — 

18% F help others 
73% G* get something free 
2% H stay healthy and fit 
7% J be like everyone else 



Objective 5: 



The student will analyze information in a variety of written texts in order to make inferences 
and generalizations. 



15 You can tell from the ad that the Bookworm - 



1% A is usually closed on the first Sunday of th 
month 



12% B has lower prices than other stores that se 
used books 

80% C* carries a variety of books and magazines 
7% D has been in business only a short time 
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GRADE 8 WRITING ITEMS 



Objective 5: The student will recognize appropriate sentence construction within the context of a written passage. 



In the 1930s and 1940s, radio programs told stories much as television does today. Sound effects 

(23) 

played an important role. In these programs. Properly executed sound effects helped convey the action as 

well as the mood of a program’s scenes and were relatively easy to make. For example, pounding a 

(24) 

coconut shell on sand made a sound. It sounded like a galloping horse. Cellophane crumpled near 

the microphone passed for a raging fire. Similar types of sounds were chan ged to fit different scenes and 

(25) 

characters. For instance, the sound of footsteps could be varied to portray an angry man or a carefree 

child. Hearing sound effects ofte n created powerful images in the minds of listeners. More powerful than 

(26) 

actually seeing the event. 



2% 23 


F 


Sound effects played a role in these 
programs, it was an important role. 


2% 25 


F 


12% 


G 


Sound effects playing an important role 
in these programs. 


6% 


G 


84% 


H* 


Sound effects played an important role 
in these programs. 


2% 


H 


1% 


J 


Correct as is 


90% 


J* 


11% 24 


A 


For example, pounding a coconut shell 


65% 26 


A* 



on sand made a sound, and it sounded 
like a galloping horse. 



Similar types of sounds were changed. 
To fit different scenes and characters. 

Similar types of sounds were changed, 
they fit different scenes and 
characters. 

Similar types of sounds were changed. 
Fitting different scenes and characters 

Correct as is 



Hearing sound effects often created 
more powerful images in the minds of 
listeners than actually seeing the event. 



84% 



2 % 



4% 



B* For example, pounding a coconut shell 
on sand made a sound like a galloping 
horse. 

C For example, pounding a coconut shell 
on sand made a sound when it was a 
galloping horse. 

D For example, pounding a coconut shell 
on sand made a sound like a galloping 
horse pounding on sand. 



22 % 



3% 



10 % 



B Hearing sound effects often created 
powerful images in the minds of 
listeners, they were more powerful 
than actually seeing the event. 

C Hearing sound effects often created 
more powerful images in the minds of 
listeners. Than actually seeing the event. 

D Correct as is 
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GRADE 8 MATHEMATICS ITEMS 

Objective 5: The student will demonstrate an understanding of probability and statistics. 

5 The chart shows the number of movies seen 
last year by each student. 



Student 


Number of Movies 


Laura 


3 


David 


6 


Carol 


8 


Melissa 


3 


Talisha 


4 


Paul 


3 



What was the mean (average) number of 
movies seen last year? 



6% 


F 


3 


4% 


G 


3.5 


88% 


H* 


4.5 


2% 


J 


5.5 



Objective 8: The student will use the operation of multiplication to solve problems. 

57 The tip of the minute hand of a clock travels 
0.45 centimeter per minute. How far does 
the tip of the hand travel in 60 minutes? 




5% F 6.45 cm 
5% G 7.5 cm 
7% H 15 cm 
7% J 25 cm 
76% K* Not Here 
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GRADE 8 SCIENCE ITEMS 

Objective 5: The student will demonstrate the ability to make inferences , form generalized statements , 
and/or make predictions using scientific data and/or information. 




8 The tree roots grew in this manner in 
response to — 

7% F gravity 
2% G heat 
2% H atmospheric gases 
88% J* groundwater 

Objective 6: The student will demonstrate the ability to identify a problem , formulate a hypothesis , and 
design and conduct a scientific investigation. 






13 The temperature of the water in each container is recorded every minute. Which variable is being 
investigated? 

1% A The shape of the container 

13% B The power of the burner BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

82% C* The volume of water heated 
4% D The exposed surface area 
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GRADE 8 SOCIAL STUDIES ITEMS 

Objective 8: The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze relationships in social studies . 

Use the passage and your knowledge of social studies to answer the following question. 

The Shawnee leader Tecumseh tried to unite many Native American tribes. He wished to prevent the 
further spread of settlers from the United States into the Ohio-Illinois-Indiana region. His Native American 
alliance sided with the British when the United States invaded Canada. 

10 For certain Native American tribes, the 

decision to join with Tecumseh was based on 
a desire to — 

5% F expand trade with Canada 
12% G extend British control of the region 
75% H* maintain control of their tribal lands 
8% J protect themselves from other tribes 



Objective 5: The student will demonstrate an understanding of historical concepts and information. 

Use the map and your knowledge of social studies to answer the following question. 



Manifest Destiny— Westward Expansion 




12 When the United States acquired Area H, 
there was a dispute with the government of 
Mexico over — 



14% 

13% 

71% 

2% 



F access to the Mississippi River 
G trade routes along coastal areas 
H* the location of the international boundary 
J mineral rights to the Rocky Mountains 




Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved, 
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MAAS TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 

WRBTTEN COMPOSITION ANALYTIC INFORMATION 

SUMMARY REPORT 



GRADE: 


08 


ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 

REPORT DATE: 


AUGUST 


1997 


DISTRICT: 


STATEWIDE 


DATE OF TESTING: 


SPRING 


1997 


CAMPUS: 











PAPERS RECEIVING WRITTEN COMPOSITION RATINGS OF 0 OR 1 WERE SCORED ANALYTICALLY. 
FOR EACH CATEGORY THE NUMBER OF PAPERS HAVING THAT DEFICIENCY IS INDICATED. 

A STUDENT’S PAPER MAY BE LISTED IN MORE THAN ONE CATEGORY. PAPERS RECEIVING 
WRITTEN COMPOSITION RATINGS OF 2, 3, OR 4 WERE NOT SCORED ANALYTICALLY. 



ANALYTIC CATEGORY 


NUMBERS 


OF PAPERS 


RATING OF 0 


RATING OF 1 


Lacked clarity 


0 


1 


Lacked language control 


68 


266 


Lacked organization/structure 


28 


1406 


Lacked support/elaboration 


124 


8416 


Drifted from specified purpose 


8 


312 


Used wrong purpose 


161 


116 


Drifted from specified topic 


0 


171 


Wrote off topic 


242 




No writing attempted 


226 




Indecipherable response 


31 




Insufficient response to specified task 


48 





WRITTEN COMPOSITION RATING SUMMARY 
RATING: 0 1 



TOTAL 



NUMBER: 

PERCENT: 



547 

0 



8561 

4 



110304 

47 



103515 

44 



12901 

5 



235828 



ERIC 



109 



7TT 



GRADE 7 TAAS RESULTS 



SPRING 1997 ADMINISTRATION 

Seventy-four percent of the 242,808 Grade 7 students not in special education who tested in spring 1997 
met minimum expectations on all tests taken (reading and mathematics). Twenty-two percent mastered all 
objectives. By subject area, the percentages of students meeting minimum expectations were as follows: 
84 percent in reading and 79 percent in mathematics. 

The table below provides the number of Grade 7 students tested statewide in each subject area, the percent 
meeting minimum expectations, the percent mastering all objectives, and the average Texas Learning 
Index (TLI) score. The standard for meeting minimum expectations at Grade 7 is represented by a TLI 
score of 7-70 in reading and mathematics. 



Grade 7 Student Performance by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 





Number 


% Meeting 
Minimum 


% Mastering 
All 


Average 

TLI 




Tested 


Expectations 


Objectives 


Score 


Reading 


240,464 


84% 


56% 


7-82.2 


Mathematics 


240,195 


79% 


24% 


7-77.6 



Academic Recognition is awarded to students who answer correctly 95% or more of the items on a 
particular subject area test. The table below presents by subject area the percentage of seventh graders 
tested who achieved Academic Recognition. 



Grade 7 Academic Recognition by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 



Reading 

Mathematics 



25.1% 

11.5% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: READING 

Eighty-four percent of the 240,464 students tested met minimum expectations on the reading test, and 56 
percent mastered all objectives. The percentage of students mastering each objective ranged from 71 to 91 
percent. Grade 7 students achieved the highest level of mastery on Objective 1 , which assesses the ability 
to identify word meaning. 

The following table presents the percentage of Grade 7 students achieving mastery on each reading 
objective for the spring 1996 administration. 

Grade 7 Student Mastery of Reading Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Objective 1: Word Meaning 91% 

Objective 2: Supporting Ideas 82% 

Objective 3: Summarization 71% 

Objective 4: Relationships and Outcomes 88% 

Objective 5: Inferences and Generalizations 72% 

Objective 6: Point of View, Propaganda, and Fact and Nonfact 82% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: MATHEMATICS 

Seventy-nine percent of the 240,195 students tested met minimum expectations in mathematics, and 
24 percent mastered all objectives. Mastery rates ranged from 55 percent (Objective 11: Problem Solving 
Using Solution Strategies) to 92 percent (Objective 1: Number Concepts). 

Grade 7 Student Mastery of Mathematics Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Domain: Concepts 






Objective 1: 


Number Concepts 


92% 


Objective 2: 


Algebraic/Mathematical Relations and Functions 


81% 


Objective 3: 


Geometric Properties and Relationships 


87% 


Objective 4 : 


Measurement Concepts 


79% 


Objective 5: 


Probability and Statistics 


71% 


Domain: Operations 




Objective 6: 


Use of Addition to Solve Problems 


83% 


Objective 7: 


Use of Subtraction to Solve Problems 


79% 


Objective 8: 


Use of Multiplication to Solve Problems 


80% 


Objective 9: 


Use of Division to Solve Problems 


62% 




83 111 



Domain: Problem Solving 



Objective 10: Problem Solving Using Estimation 
Objective 11: Problem Solving Using Solution Strategies 
Objective 12: Problem Solving Using Mathematical Representation 
Objective 13: Evaluation of the Reasonableness of a Solution 



72% 

55% 

65% 

61% 



GRADE 7 TAAS ITEMS 



The following items are from the 1997 TAAS Grade 7 reading and mathematics tests. Each item assesses 
a particular objective, which is noted above each item. Item analysis information, indicating the percentage 
of students statewide who selected a particular option, is presented next to each answer choice. The correct 
answers are indicated by asterisks. Some passages and items have been reduced in size in order to fit into 
the space available in this report. All test items and passages are copyrighted by the Texas Education 
Agency. 

Following the test items are statewide summary reports and demographic performance summary 
reports for the 1 997 TAAS tests administered to Grade 7 students not in special education. 
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GRADE 7 READING PASSAGE 



Adventure in the Cliff Dwellings 



Josie was thrilled to travel all the way to 
Colorado to visit her cousin Maria. When Josie 
arrived in Denver, she discovered that Uncle 
Anthony, Aunt Emily, and Maria had compiled an 
interesting list of sight-seeing trips for Josie's visit. 

Josie's stay began with a visit to the ancient 
cliff dwellings of the Anasazi people in Mesa Verde 
National Park in southwestern Colorado. Josie had 
read about the Anasazi, ancestors of the Pueblo 
people. She was delighted at the prospect of seeing 
and exploring the cliff dwellings. 

When Josie and her relatives reached the rim 
of Cliff Canyon inside the park, Josie looked out at 
the dwellings that had been cut into the face of the 
sand-colored cliffs and gasped. They were even 
more fascinating than she had imagined. 

When they arrived at the entrance to the 
dwellings, Josie was disappointed that they were 
required to go with a tour led by a park ranger. 
However, the steep climb down the face of the cliff 
was as exciting as Aunt Emily had promised. Parts 
of the path consisted of wooden ladders built up 
against the sheer cliff wall. 

Josie stepped off the last ladder rung into a 
large chamber with a low ceiling and joined the 
group as they gathered in front of the park ranger. 
The ranger explained that they were standing in a 
common living area that had been used by many 
families when social gatherings were held. He 
pointed out entrances to sleeping chambers on 
either side and to a food storage room above. 

As the ranger described the Anasazi way of 
life, Josie noticed he had a worried look on his face. 
She turned to look outside and saw black clouds 
gathering on the rim of the other side of the 
canyon. 

“Well, folks,” said the ranger as he finished 
his talk, “there's a storm beginning over on the 
opposite rim, and it could reach here pretty soon. 
We're going to leave now because it will take about 
twenty minutes to reach the top. We could be stuck 
here for a while if we're not out before the storm 
arrives. Are there any experienced climbers here?” 

Uncle Anthony raised his hand. 

“You go in front, and I'll bring up the rear,” 
said the ranger. “Now remember, don't rush. Stay 



together, move carefully, and help each other as 
much as you can.” 

As she climbed, Josie saw lightning bolts 
flashing across black clouds at the opposite rim, 
followed by muffled booms of thunder. A cold wind 
began to blow, and Josie was glad that Uncle 
Anthony had insisted they bring sweatshirts. 

As the sky darkened and the wind grew 
stronger, Josie struggled to keep her attention 
focused on the climb. She breathed a sigh of relief 
when two rangers appeared on the path ahead. 
However, her relief changed to dismay when the 
rain began. Josie stopped and closed her eyes when 
a tremendous clap of thunder echoed across the 
cliffs. She had never heard thunder that loud 
before. 

Josie felt Maria's hand clasping hers. “Don't 
worry,” said one of the rangers who had just met 
the group. “The ladder up to the rim is just around 
that bend. Pay attention to your feet and keep on 
walking. We're here to help you.” 

Exhausted and drenched to the skin, Josie 
pulled herself up the last ladder. Uncle Anthony 
was waiting at the top to help her onto the canyon 
rim. After he helped Maria and Aunt Emily up, a 
ranger took over. 

Josie's knees were shaking, but she 
breathlessly exclaimed, “Hey, we just had our own 
real-life adventure!” 




Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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GRADE 7 READING ITEMS 



Objective 3: The student will summarize a variety of written texts . 

16 Which of the following is the best summary 
of this passage? 

12% F Josie’s aunt and uncle planned some 

sight-seeing trips for her during her stay 
in Colorado. 

6% G Josie and Maria climbed to safety after a 
storm interrupted their tour of a national 
park. 

6% H Josie learned that the Anasazi people 

lived many years ago in cliff dwellings in 
southwestern Colorado. 

75% J* Josie visited her cousin in Colorado and 
had an adventure when they toured the 
cliff dwellings. 



Objective 2: The student will identify supporting ideas in a variety of written texts . 



18 When did Josie notice the storm developing? 



4% 



85% 

7% 

4% 



F Before the group gathered in the 
living area 

G* While the ranger was talking to the group 
H When it began to rain and thunder 
J After two rangers came to meet the group 



Objective 1 : The student will determine the meaning of words in a variety of written texts. 



23 In this passage, the word compiled 

4% A saved for 
92% B* put together 
3% C gone on 
1% D given up 



means — 



Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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GRADE 7 MATHEMATICS ITEMS 



Objective 1: The student will demonstrate an understanding of number concepts. 



6 Nails are sold in several sizes. At a hardware 
store the nails are arranged by width. Which 
shows the widths in correct order from least to 
greatest? 



6 % 

2 % 

2 % 

91% 






0 



1 i 



A 0.127 in., 0.115 in., 0.102 in., 0.083 in. 

B 0.083 in., 0.127 in., 0.115 in., 0.102 in. 

C 0.102 in., 0.083 in., 0.115 in., 0.127 in. 

D* 0.083 in., 0.102 in., 0.115 in., 0.127 in. 



Objective 7: The student will use the operation of subtraction to solve problems. 

48 The average person eats 1095 pounds of 
groceries a year. Mark ate 1122 pounds of 
groceries last year. How much more did Mark 
eat than the average person? 



4% 


A 


173 lb 


5% 


B 


371b 


2% 


C 


331b 


79% 


D* 


271b 


9% 


E 


Not Here 



Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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GRADE 6 TAAS RESULTS 



SPRING 1997 ADMINISTRATION 

Of the 245,138 Grade 6 students not in special education who tested, 76 percent met minimum 
expectations on all tests taken (reading and mathematics), and 21 percent mastered all objectives. By 
subject area, the percentages of students meeting minimum expectations were as follows: 84 percent in 
reading and 81 percent in mathematics. 

The table below provides the number of Grade 6 students tested statewide in each subject area, the percent 
meeting minimum expectations, the percent mastering all objectives, and the average Texas Learning 
Index (TLI) score. The standard for meeting minimum expectations at Grade 6 is represented by a TLI 
score of 6-70 in reading and mathematics. 



Grade 6 Student Performance by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 





Number 


% Meeting 
Minimum 


% Mastering 
All 


Average 

TLI 




Tested 


Expectations 


Objectives 


Score 


Reading 


243,226 


84% 


37% 


6-83.3 


Mathematics 


243,034 


81% 


30% 


6-78.9 



Academic Recognition is awarded to students who answer correctly 95% or more of the items on a 
particular subject area test. The table below presents by subject area the percentage of sixth graders tested 
who achieved Academic Recognition. 



Grade 6 Academic Recognition by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 



Reading 20.9% 

Mathematics 25.0% 



%22 



o 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: READING 

Eighty-four percent of the Grade 6 students tested met minimum expectations on the reading test, and 37 
percent mastered all objectives. The percentage of students mastering each objective ranged from 60 to 95 
percent. Grade 6 students achieved the highest level of mastery on Objective 2, which assesses the ability 
to identify supporting ideas. 

The following table presents the percentage of Grade 6 students achieving mastery on each reading 
objective for the spring 1997 administration. 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: MATHEMATICS 

Eighty-one percent of the sixth graders tested met minimum expectations in mathematics, and 30 percent 
mastered all objectives. Mastery rates ranged from 53 percent (Objective 11: Problem Solving Using 
Solution Strategies) to 93 percent (Objective 3: Geometric Properties and Relationships). 



Grade 6 Student Mastery of Reading Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Objective 1 : Word Meaning 

Objective 2: Supporting Ideas 

Objective 3: Summarization 

Objective 4\ Relationships and Outcomes 

Objective 5: Inferences and Generalizations 

Objective 6: Point of View, Propaganda, and Fact and Nonfact 



71% 

95% 

60% 

63% 

69% 

71% 



Grade 6 Student Mastery of Mathematics Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Domain: Concepts 



Objective 1 : Number Concepts 

Objective 2: Algebraic/Mathematical Relations and Functions 
Objective 3: Geometric Properties and Relationships 
Objective 4: Measurement Concepts 
Objective 5: Probability and Statistics 



84% 

92% 

93% 

91% 

82% 



Domain: Operations 



Objective 6: Use of Addition to Solve Problems 
Objective 7: Use of Subtraction to Solve Problems 
Objective 8: Use of Multiplication to Solve Problems 
Objective 9: Use of Division to Solve Problems 



75% 

83% 

85% 

71% 



92 



123 



Domain: Problem Solving 



Objective 10: Problem Solving Using Estimation 
Objective 11: Problem Solving Using Solution Strategies 
Objective 12: Problem Solving Using Mathematical Representation 
Objective 13: Evaluation of the Reasonableness of a Solution, 



81% 

53% 

73% 

65% 



GRADE 6 TAAS ITEMS 



The following items are from the 1997 TAAS Grade 6 reading and mathematics tests. Each item assesses a 
particular objective, which is noted above each item. Item analysis information, indicating the percentage of 
students statewide who selected a particular option, is presented next to each answer choice. The correct 
answers are indicated by asterisks. Some passages and items have been reduced in size in order to fit into the 
space available in this report. All test items and passages are copyrighted by the Texas Education Agency. 

Following the test items are statewide summary reports and demographic performance summary 
reports for the 1997 TAAS tests administered to Grade 6 students not in special education. 
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GRADE 6 READING PASSAGE 



Adam’s Class Schedule 

On Tuesday Adam received his packet of information about filling out his schedule of classes for the next 
school year. There were some required subjects that he had to take. He had no choice about these classes. 
There were other courses that he could take if he wanted. These elective courses were subjects that Adam 
could choose to take if they fit in his schedule. 

Adam had to make some important decisions. He needed to think about the subjects he would like to 
take as well as those he had to take. He had to fill out the class schedule, have one of his parents sign it, 
and return it to his teacher by the next Monday. When he got home, he read through all of the instructions. 
Then he began to fill out the schedule. 



CLASS SCHEDULE INSTRUCTION SHEET 

ELECTIVE CLASSES: 

Think about the subjects you would like to take. You 
may choose these classes if they fit into your schedule 
after you have scheduled your required classes. Each 
class must be scheduled for the same period every day. 

• Art 

• Band - (only available 2nd period) 

• Choir - (only available 2nd period) 

• Computer Literacy 

• Spanish 

STUDY HALL: 

Sign up for study hall only if you intend to do homework 
in school. 

If you need help in filling out your schedule, please see your teacher. Once you have turned in your schedule, it 
cannot be changed. We want you to be happy with your schedule and be able to take the classes you are interested in. 
Good luck! 



CLASS SCHEDULE 

Name Semester I 19 

Phone Number 

Parent/Guardian Signature 



Period 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


1 


Physical Education 


Physical Education 


Physical Education 


Physical Education 


Physical Education 


2 












3 


Math 


Math 


Math 


Math 


Math 


4 












5 












6 












7 


English 


English 


English 


English 


English 


8 













REQUIRED CLASSES: 

Next year you must take these 5 required classes: 
English, Math, Science, Social Studies, and Physical 
Education. Please notice that English, Math, and 
Physical Education have been scheduled for you. You 
may not change or eliminate these classes. 

You must decide which periods you would like to take 
Science and Social Studies. Each class must be 
scheduled for the same period every day. Enter these 
2 classes in the schedule below. 

LUNCH: 

You must include lunch each day. It must be scheduled 
for the 4th, 5th, or 6th period. Lunch must be scheduled 
for the same period every day. 




Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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GRADE 6 READING ITEMS 



Objective 1: The student will determine the meaning of words in a variety of written texts. 

6 The word elective in this passage means — 



71% 


F* 


not required 


7% 


G 


very important 


8% 


H 


already scheduled 


13% 


J 


not listed 



Objective 3: The student will summarize a variety of written texts. 

7 The main idea of the instruction sheet is to — 



9% 


A 


make sure parents know their children's 
class schedules 


76% 


B* 


give students directions for preparing 
their class schedules 


11% 


C 


help teachers know which students will 
be in their classes 


4% 


D 


allow teachers to assist students with 
class schedules 



Objective 5: The student will analyze information in a variety of written texts in order to make inferences 
and generalizations. 

12 If Adam takes Choir as an elective, he will 
NOT be able to take — 

2% F Spanish 

3% G Computer Literacy 

93% H* Band 

2% J Art 



Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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GRADE 6 MATHEMATICS ITEMS 



Objective 4: The student will demonstrate an understanding of measurement concepts using metric and 
customary units. 

4 Xavier bought 2 pints of milk at the store. 

How many cups of milk are equivalent to 
2 pints? 



5% 


A 


2 c 


89% 


B* 


4 c 


4% 


C 


8 c 


2% 


D 


16 c 



Objective 6: The student will use the operation of addition to solve problems. 

51 Angie rode her bicycle 23.2 miles in March, 
14.9 miles in April, 10 miles in May, and 
17.5 miles in June. What was the total 
number of miles Angie rode during these 
4 months? 



2% 


F 


54.6 mi 


10% 


G 


56.6 mi 


3% 


H 


64.16 mi 


73% 


J* 


65.6 mi 


12% 


K 


Not Here 
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TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 

SUMMARY REPORT 

ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
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TaAS TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 
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GRADE 5 TAAS RESULTS 



SPRING 1997 ADMINISTRATION 

Of the 231,219 Grade 5 students not in special education who tested, 79 percent met minimum 
expectations on all tests taken (reading and mathematics). Twenty-four percent of the students mastered 
all objectives. In reading, 84 percent of the Grade 5 students tested met minimum expectations, and 86 
percent met minimum expectations in mathematics. 

The table below provides the number of Grade 5 students tested statewide in each subject area, the percent 
meeting minimum expectations, the percent mastering all objectives, and the average Texas Learning 
Index (TLI) score. The standard for meeting minimum expectations at Grade 5 is represented by a TLI 
score of 5-70 in reading and mathematics. 



Grade 5 Student Performance by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 





Number 


% Meeting 
Minimum 


% Mastering 
All 


Average 

TLI 




Tested 


Expectations 


Objectives 


Score 


Reading 


229,488 


84% 


41% 


5-83.8 


Mathematics 


229,607 


86% 


36% 


5-80.6 



Academic Recognition is awarded to students who answer correctly 95% or more of the items on a 
particular subject area test. The table below presents by subject area the percentage of fifth graders tested 
who achieved Academic Recognition. 



Grade 5 Academic Recognition by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 



Reading 28.4% 

Mathematics 2 1 .2% 
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SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: READING 

Eighty-four percent of the Grade 5 students tested met minimum expectations on the reading test, and 41 
percent mastered all objectives. The percentage of students mastering each objective ranged from 59 to 89 
percent. Grade 5 students achieved the highest level of mastery on Objective 2, which assesses the ability 
to identify supporting ideas. 

The following table presents the percentage of Grade 5 students achieving mastery on each reading 
objective for the spring 1997 administration. 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: MATHEMATICS 

Eighty-six percent of the fifth graders tested met minimum expectations in mathematics, and 36 percent 
mastered all objectives. Mastery rates ranged from 68 percent (Objective 1: Number Concepts; Objective 
13: Evaluation of the Reasonableness of a Solution) to 96 percent (Objective 2: Algebraic/Mathematical 
Relations and Functions). 



Grade 5 Student Mastery of Reading Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Objective 1: Word Meaning 

Objective 2: Supporting Ideas 

Objective 3: Summarization 

Objective 4\ Relationships and Outcomes 

Objective 5: Inferences and Generalizations 

Objective 6: Point of View, Propaganda, and Fact and Nonfact 



59% 

89% 

66 % 

72% 

82% 

86% 



Grade 5 Student Mastery of Mathematics Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Domain: Concepts 

Objective 7: Number Concepts 

Objective 2: Algebraic/Mathematical Relations and Functions 
Objective 3: Geometric Properties and Relationships 
Objective 4: Measurement Concepts 
Objective 5: Probability and Statistics 



68% 

96% 

94% 

89% 

89% 



Domain: Operations 

Objective 6: Use of Addition to Solve Problems 
Objective 7: Use of Subtraction to Solve Problems 
Objective 8: Use of Multiplication to Solve Problems 
Objective 9: Use of Division to Solve Problems , 



87% 

80% 

82% 

91% 



Domain: Problem Solving 



Objective 10: Problem Solving Using Estimation 
Objective 11: Problem Solving Using Solution Strategies 
Objective 12: Problem Solving Using Mathematical Representation 
Objective 13: Evaluation of the Reasonableness of a Solution 



78% 

75% 

77% 

68% 



GRADE 5 TAAS ITEMS 



The following items are from the 1997 TAAS Grade 5 reading and mathematics tests. Each item assesses 
a particular objective, which is noted above each item. Item analysis information, indicating the percentage 
of students statewide who selected a particular option, is presented next to each answer choice. The correct 
answers are indicated by asterisks. Some passages and items have been reduced in size in order to fit into 
the space available in this report. All test items and passages are copyrighted by the Texas Education 
Agency. 

Following the test items are statewide summary reports and demographic performance summary 
reports for the 1997 TAAS tests administered to Grade 5 students not in special education. 



1 36 
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GRADE 5 READING PASSAGE 



Golden Music 



The biggest and most beautiful instrument in 
a large orchestra is the concert harp. It is one of 
the oldest-known musical instruments. A concert 
harp stands 6 feet tall, weighs about 75 pounds, 
and has 47 strings. Both its appearance and music 
are beautiful. 

How a Harp Makes Sound 

Some people think that many years ago a 
hunter may have discovered that his bowstring 
would vibrate whenever he shot an arrow. This 
quivering movement of the bowstring produced a 
sound. In the same way, the beautiful sounds of a 
concert harp are made by the movement of its 
many strings. 

Originally the harp had only enough strings 
to make the sounds that the white keys on a piano 
can make. Later, people wanted to make harps that 
could produce the sounds of the black keys, too. To 
do this, harps had to have many more strings, but 
harps with so many strings were very difficult to 
play because they were so big and clumsy. 

To solve this problem, seven pedals were 
added to the harp. Three pedals are operated with 
the left foot, and four pedals are operated with the 
right foot. Each of the seven pedals has three 
positions. This makes it possible for each of the 
harp's 47 strings to make three different sounds. 
Letting the pedal stay all the way up produces the 
lowest sounds. Pushing the pedal down halfway 
causes the string to tighten a little, making a 
higher sound. Pushing the pedal to the third 
position tightens the string more and produces an 
even higher sound. 

Playing a Harp 

Most strings on a harp are white. A few 
strings are red, and some are blue. The colored 
strings help the harpist know which ones to pluck 
to produce a particular sound. 

A harpist uses four fingers on each hand to 
play the instrument. The little finger on each hand 
is not used. When the harpist plucks a string, it 
moves and a sound is made. Once the string starts 
to move, it takes a long time for the sound to stop. 
The harpist stops the sound by stretching the 
fingers out and laying the whole hand on the string 
to stop its motion. 



Tuning a Harp 

The sound produced by the harp is affected by 
changes in the weather. When the weather changes 
from hot to cold or from dry to humid, the sounds of 
the strings may change. Then the harpist must 
tune the harp by listening carefully to the sound of 
each string. If a string does not make the correct 
sound, the harpist must use a special key to turn a 
little peg. The peg tightens or loosens the string 
until the sound is right. 

A harpist tunes the harp often. Sometimes the 
harpist has to tune a string while other musicians 
are playing. Because it is best to tune while it is 
very quiet, the harpist will usually come onto the 
stage before the other musicians arrive. 

The harp is an expensive instrument to buy 
and a difficult one to learn to play. However, the 
elegant appearance and the exquisite music of the 
concert harp make it a wonderful part of any large 
orchestra. 



A Concert Harp 




Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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GRADE 5 READING ITEMS 



Objective 2: The student will identify supporting ideas in a variety of written texts. 

9 The harp strings produce sound when 
they are — 



8% 


A 


stretched 


1% 


B 


polished 


2% 


C 


colored 


89% 


D* 


plucked 



Objective 5: The student will analyze information in a variety of written texts in order to make inferences 
and generalizations. 



13 You can tell from the passage that the 
harp is — 



5% A one of the newest musical instruments to 
be invented 

3% B an instrument that needs more than one 
person to play it 

5% C one of the most popular instruments in a 
rock band 



86% D* an instrument that cannot be transported 
easily 



Objective 3: The student will summarize a variety of written texts. 

14 Which is the best summary for this passage? 

8% F A concert harp has 7 pedals and 
47 strings that are used to make 
141 different sounds. 

7% G A harpist plays the harp with four fingers 
on each hand but does not use the little 
fingers. 

79% H* A harp is a beautiful instrument with a 
lovely sound, but it is difficult to learn to 
play and tune. 

6% J A harp should be tuned each time it is 
played because weather changes affect 
its sound. 




Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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GRADE 5 MATHEMATICS ITEMS 



Objective 3: The student will demonstrate an 

understanding of geometric properties 
and relationships . 



Objective 10: The student will estimate solutions 
to a problem situation . 



12 Which of the following shows an example of 
a translation (slide)? 





\ L 








f 




















1 - 





















36 The fifth-grade class read a total of 
638 books for a Read-a-Thon. There are 
29 students in the fifth grade. If each 
student read the same number of books, 
which is the best estimate of the number 
of books each student read? 



3% 


A 


10 


74% 


B* 


20 


14% 


C 


30 


4% 


D 


40 


5% 


E 


50 



i 



O 
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GRADE 4 TAAS RESULTS 



SPRING 1997 ADMINISTRATION 

Of the 227,945 Grade 4 students not in special education who tested, 71 percent met minimum 
expectations on all tests taken (reading, mathematics, and writing), and 17 percent mastered all objectives. 
By subject area, the percentages of students meeting minimum expectations were as follows: 82 percent 
in reading, 87 percent in writing, and 82 percent in mathematics. 

The table below provides the number of Grade 4 students tested statewide in each subject area, the percent 
meeting minimum expectations, the percent mastering all objectives, and the average scale score or Texas 
Learning Index (TLI) score. The standard for meeting minimum expectations at Grade 4 is represented by 
a scale score of 1 500 in writing and a TLI score of 4-70 in reading and mathematics. 



Grade 4 Student Performance by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 





Number 


% Meeting 
Minimum 


% Mastering 
All 


Average 

Scale/TLI 




Tested 


Expectations 


Objectives 


Score 


Reading 


221,785 


82% 


41% 


4-80.9 


Writing 


219,021 


87% 


38% 


1663 


Mathematics 


222,095 


82% 


38% 


4-79.0 



Academic Recognition is awarded to students who answer correctly 95% or more of the items on a 
particular subject area test. On the writing test, students must answer correctly 95% or more of the 
multiple-choice items and receive a score of 4 on the written composition. The table below presents by 
subject area the percentage of fourth graders tested who achieved Academic Recognition. 



Grade 4 Academic Recognition by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 



Reading 

Writing 

Mathematics 



27.0% 

5.0% 

23.8% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: READING 



Eighty-two percent of the 221,785 students tested in reading met minimum expectations, and 41 percent 
mastered all objectives. The percentage of students mastering each objective ranged from 64 to 85 percent. 
Grade 4 students achieved the highest level of mastery on Objective 2, which assesses the ability to 
identify supporting ideas. 

The following table presents the percentage of Grade 4 students achieving mastery on each reading 
objective for the spring 1997 administration. 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: WRITING 

Eighty-seven percent of the 219,021 students tested met minimum expectations on the writing test, and 38 
percent mastered all objectives. The objective-level mastery ranged from 52 percent on Objectives 1-4 (the 
total percentage of 3s and 4s on the written composition) to 89 percent on Objective 6 (English Usage). 

WRITTEN COMPOSITION 



The written composition portion of the test assesses Objectives 1 through 4 in writing: to respond 
appropriately to the purpose/ audience specified in a given topic, to organize ideas, to demonstrate control 
of the English language, and to generate a composition that develops/supports/elaborates the central idea 
stated in a given topic. TAAS responses are scored on a scale of 1 (low) to 4 (high); a composition may 
also receive a rating of 0, indicating that the response was nonscorable. On the 1997 test, Grade 4 students 
were required to produce a narrative composition in response to a prompt directing the students to write a 
story. Ninety-five percent of the students tested met or exceeded minimum expectations on the written 
composition by achieving a score of 2 or higher. Fifty-two percent of the students achieved mastery by 
earning a score of 3 or 4. 



Grade 4 Student Mastery of Reading Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Objective 1 : Word Meaning 

Objective 2: Supporting Ideas 

Objective 3: Summarization 

Objective 4\ Relationships and Outcomes 

Objective 5: Inferences and Generalizations 

Objective 6: Point of View, Propaganda, and Fact and Nonfact 



75% 

85% 

64% 

76% 

69% 

74% 



Ninety-five percent of Grade 4 students met or exceeded minimum 
expectations on the written composition portion of the writing test. 



147 



110 



A description of the attributes of papers receiving each score point can be found in the Texas Student 
Assessment Program Technical Digest as well as in the Grade 4 Scoring Guide For Narrative Writing, 
which was provided with the other released test materials and distributed to districts in August 1997. 

The following table displays the number and percent of papers receiving each written composition score. 

Grade 4 Student Performance on Written Composition 

Spring 1997 

Number Percent 

Score Achieving Score Achieving Score 

1 9,642 4% 

2 94,932 43% 

3 94,678 43% 

4 19,515 9% 



Compositions receiving either a rating of 0 or a score of 1 were analyzed to determine why those responses 
were unsuccessful. In spring 1997, 254 of the Grade 4 compositions received a rating of 0 (nonscorable). 
Of these responses, 89 were not written on the specified topic. A total of 65 students did not attempt the 
writing task. 

Students who wrote compositions that earned a score of 1 attempted to respond to the task but were 
unsuccessful. Of the 9,642 Grade 4 compositions receiving a score of 1 , many (5,900) lacked sufficient 
support and elaboration to be considered minimally successful. A response may be assigned more than one 
analytic category, depending on the number of deficiencies and/or weaknesses exhibited in the 
composition. 



EDITING SKILLS (MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION) 

On the multiple-choice portion of the writing test, Grade 4 students achieved the highest mastery rate (89 
percent) on Objective 6, which requires them to recognize appropriate English usage (such as correct 
subject-verb agreement and correct forms of adjectives and adverbs) within the context of a written 
passage. Eighty-two percent achieved mastery on Objective 5, which assesses recognition of appropriate 
sentence construction within the context of a written passage by requiring students to differentiate 
correctly written sentences from fragments and run-on sentences and to select effectively written 
combinations of sentences. On Objective 7, which requires students to recognize appropriate spelling, 
capitalization, and punctuation within the context of a written passage, 67 percent of the students achieved 
mastery. 



Grade 4 Student Mastery of Writing Objectives 
(Multiple-Choice Section) 

Spring 1997 



Objective 5: Sentence Construction 
Objective 6: English Usage 

Objective 7: Use of Spelling, Capitalization, and Punctuation 



82% 

89% 

67% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: MATHEMATICS 

Eighty-two percent of the 222,095 fourth graders tested met minimum expectations in mathematics, and 
38 percent mastered all objectives. Mastery rates ranged from 63 percent (Objective 10/13: 
Estimation/Reasonableness) to 94 percent (Objective 5: Probability and Statistics). 

Grade 4 Student Mastery of Mathematics Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Domain: Concepts 

Objective 1 : Number Concepts 89% 

Objective 2 : Algebraic/Mathematical Relations and Functions 90% 

Objective 3: Geometric Properties and Relationships 92% 

Objective 4: Measurement Concepts 88 % 

Objective 5: Probability and Statistics 94 % 

Domain: Operations 

Objective 6: Use of Addition to Solve Problems 90% 

Objective 7: Use of Subtraction to Solve Problems 79 % 

Objective 8: Use of Multiplication to Solve Problems 77 % 

Objective 9: Use of Division to Solve Problems 81% 

Domain: Problem Solving 

Objective 10/13:* Problem Solving: Estimation/Reasonableness 63% 

Objective 11: Problem Solving Using Solution Strategies 71 % 

Objective 12: Problem Solving Using Mathematical Representation 77 % 



*Note: At Grade 4, Objectives 10 and 13 on the TAAS mathematics test are combined for reporting and 
to ensure that test content matches classroom instructional emphasis and developmental progress at this 
grade level. 
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GRADE 4 TAAS ITEMS 



The following items are from the 1997 TAAS Grade 4 reading, writing, and mathematics tests. Each item 
assesses a particular objective, which is noted above each item. Item analysis information, indicating the 
percentage of students statewide who selected a particular option, is presented next to each answer choice. 
The correct answers are indicated by asterisks. Some passages and items have been reduced in size in order 
to fit into the space available in this report. All test items and passages are copyrighted by the Texas 
Education Agency. 

Following the test items are statewide summary reports, demographic performance summary reports, 
and a written composition analytic information summary report for the 1 997 TAAS tests administered 
to Grade 4 students not in special education. 
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GRADE 4 READING PASSAGE 



Abigail’s Important Teaching Job 



Abigail Powers took her first teaching job at 
the age of 16. In 1814 it was not unusual for men 
and women to start teaching at such an early age. 

The one-room schoolhouse where she taught 
was small and crowded. The smell from the 
wood-burning stove greeted the students as they 
gathered. The seats were long rows of hard wooden 
benches, and in the center of the classroom was a 
large blackboard. 

Abigail taught boys and girls of all ages in the 
one classroom. Some of her students were just 
beginning school, and others were older than she 
was. She hoped she would be able to help all of her 
students learn. 

Abigail became a good teacher, and she taught 
for many years. When she was 21 years old, she 
was teaching at a school called New Hope Academy. 
Abigail truly cared about her students. She often 
stayed late at school with them. Sometimes she 
looked at them and wondered what they might 
become when they finished school. Little did 
Abigail know that one of her students was going to 
become an important part of her life. 

Millard Fillmore was 19 years old when he 
came to New Hope Academy. He was a tall, 
handsome boy Although Millard taught himself to 



read, he didn't have much time to study because 
he had been working for a cloth maker since he was 
14 years old. Abigail was pleased to discover that 
he was smart and loved to read. They spent many 
hours discussing the books they had both read. 
They shared their opinions of the books with each 
other. Abigail and Millard began a friendship that 
continued after Millard left the school. Several 
years later they were married; 

Millard worked hard for the cloth maker, but 
Abigail knew that he was not happy with the job. 
She believed Millard could accomplish whatever he 
wanted. She encouraged him to follow his dream of 
becoming a lawyer. Millard studied hard, and he 
became a successful lawyer in 1823. 

Millard made many friends, and Abigail was 
very proud of him. People admired his honesty. 
Millard decided that he wanted to enter politics . He 
felt he could use his knowledge to serve the people 
of the state of New York. Later Millard was chosen 
to serve his country in the United States Congress. 

Abigail never stopped encouraging her 
husband. Many people believe that if it had not 
been for Abigail, Millard might not have become 
the thirteenth President of the United States. 
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GRADE 4 READING ITEMS 



Objective 1: The student will determine the meaning of words in a variety of written texts. 

37 In this story, the word politics means — 

6% A school 
4% B cloth making 
80% C* government 
10% D teaching 



Objective 4: The student will perceive relationships and recognize outcomes in a variety of written texts. 

39 Millard found it difficult to study when he was 
a teenager because he — 

11% A didn’t know how to read 
4% B didn’t want to go to school 
6% C had very few books 
79% D* began working at a young age 



Objective 2: The student will identify supporting ideas in a variety of written texts. 



40 


What happened last in the story? 


3% 


F 


Abigail got a teaching job. 


5% 


G 


Millard became a lawyer. 


85% 


H* 


Millard became President of the United 
States. 


6% 


J 


Abigail and Millard were married. 



Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
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GRADE 4 WRITING ITEMS 



Objective 7: The student will recognize appropriate spelling , capitalization , and punctuation within the 
context of a written passage. 

Read each passage and decide which type of mistake, if any, appears in each underlined section. 
Mark the letter for your answer. 



Dear Senator White: 

When my family visited greenville State Park , we saw hundreds of soft drink 

( 11 ) 

cans on the ground. Texas needs to charge a deposit on theese containers. 

(12) 

Even if people wont return the cans themselves, kids could make extra money by 

(13) 

picking them up. Usually a deposit amount is already written on the tops of the cans. 

(14) 

Since we have to pay workers to pick up this litter, my idea could save a lot of money. 

What do you think. 

(15) 

Sincerely, 



2% 


11 


F 


Spelling 


8% 


14 


A 


Spelling 


90% 




G* 


Capitalization 


1% 




B 


Capitalization 


4% 




H 


Punctuation 


6% 




C 


Punctuation 


4% 




J 


No mistake 


84% 




D* 


No mistake 


78% 


12 


A* 


Spelling 


1% 


15 


F 


Spelling 


2% 




B 


Capitalization 


1% 




G 


Capitalization 


1% 




C 


Punctuation 


79% 




H* 


Punctuation 


18% 




D 


No mistake 


19% 




J 


No mistake 


7% 


13 


F 


Spelling 










1% 




G 


Capitalization 










80% 




H* 


Punctuation 










11% 




J 


No mistake 
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GRADE 4 MATHEMATICS ITEMS 



Objective 5: The student will demonstrate an understanding of probability and statistics . 

6 In a basket of fruit there are: 

4 apples 
3 oranges 

1 pineapple 

2 pears 

Which is a possible outcome if 4 people each 
choose 1 piece of fruit? 



6% 


A 


4 oranges 


3% 


B 


2 apples, 1 pear, 1 cherry 


3% 


C 


2 pineapples, 2 oranges 


88% 


D* 


1 pear, 3 apples 



< 



Objective 11: The student will determine solution strategies and will analyze or solve problems . 



31 Evan bought wood to make 2 square frames. 
The length of a side on each frame was 1 
foot. The wood cost $3 per foot. How much 
did the wood cost for both frames? 





2% 


F 


$4 


19% 


G 


$6 


6% 


H 


$12 


s 

00 

r- 


J* 


$24 



Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
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IMS TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 

WRITTEN COMPOSITION ANALYTIC INFORMATION 

SUMMARY REPORT 







ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 






GRADE: 


04 


REPORT DATE: 


AUGUST 


1997 


DISTRICT: 


STATEWIDE 


DATE OF TESTING: 


SPRING 


1997 



CAMPUS: 



PAPERS RECEIVING WRITTEN COMPOSITION RATINGS OF 0 OR 1 WERE SCORED ANALYTICALLY. 
FOR EACH CATEGORY THE NUMBER OF PAPERS HAVING THAT DEFICIENCY IS INDICATED. 

A STUDENT’S PAPER MAY BE LISTED IN MORE THAN ONE CATEGORY. PAPERS RECEIVING 
WRITTEN COMPOSITION RATINGS OF 2, 3, OR A WERE NOT SCORED ANALYTICALLY. 



ANALYTIC CATEGORY 


NUMBERS 


OF PAPERS 


RATING OF 0 


RATING OF 1 


Lacked clarity 


0 


19 


Lacked language control 


5 


37 9 


Lacked organization/structure 


6 


1328 


Lacked support/elaboration 


20 


5900 


Drifted from specified purpose 


6 


2157 


Used wrong purpose 


66 


3348 


Drifted from specified topic 


0 


21 


Wrote off topic 


89 




No writing attempted 


65 




Indecipherable response 


66 




Insufficient response to specified task 


34 





WRITTEN COMPOSITION 


RATING 


SUMMARY 










RATING: 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


TOTAL 


NUMBER: 

PERCENT: 


254 

0 


9642 

4 


94932 

43 


94678 

43 


19515 

9 


219021 
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Grade 3 TAAS Results 



SPRING 1997 ADMINISTRATION 

Of the 221,995 Grade 3 students not in special education who tested, 73 percent met minimum 
expectations on all tests taken (reading and mathematics); 33 percent of the students mastered all 
objectives. In reading, 81 percent of the students tested met minimum expectations; 81 percent met 
minimum expectations in mathematics. 

The table below provides the number of Grade 3 students tested statewide in each subject area, the percent 
meeting minimum expectations, the percent mastering all objectives, and the average Texas Learning 
Index (TLI) score. The standard for meeting minimum expectations at Grade 3 is represented by a TLI 
score of 3-70 in reading and mathematics. 



Grade 3 Student Performance by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 





Number 


% Meeting 
Minimum 


% Mastering 
All 


Average 

TLI 




Tested 


Expectations 


Objectives 


Score 


Reading 


219,521 


81% 


56% 


3-79.7 


Mathematics 


220,278 


81% 


42% 


3-78.4 



Academic Recognition is awarded to students who answer correctly 95% or more of the items on a 
particular subject area test. The table below presents by subject area the percentage of third graders tested 
who achieved Academic Recognition. 



Grade 3 Academic Recognition by Subject Area 
Spring 1997 



Reading 26 . 0 % 

Mathematics 27.0% 



123 



164 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: READING 



Eighty-one percent of the Grade 3 students tested met minimum expectations on the reading test, and 56 
percent mastered all objectives. The percentage of students mastering each objective ranged from 74 to 89 
percent. Grade 3 students achieved the highest level of mastery on Objective 1 , which assesses the ability 
to identify word meaning. 

The following table presents the percentage of Grade 3 students achieving mastery on each reading 
objective for the spring 1997 administration. 

Grade 3 Student Mastery of Reading Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Objective 1 : 


Word Meaning 


89% 


Objective 2: 


Supporting Ideas 


77% 


Objective 3: 


Summarization 


74% 


Objective 4 : 


Relationships and Outcomes 


81% 


Objective 5: 


Inferences and Generalizations 


84% 


Objective 6\ 


Point of View, Propaganda, and Fact and Nonfact 


80% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: MATHEMATICS 

Eighty-one percent of the third graders tested met minimum expectations in mathematics, and 42 percent 
mastered all objectives. Mastery rates ranged from 69 percent (Objective 10/13: Problem Solving: 
Estimation/Reasonableness) to 94 percent (Objective 5: Probability and Statistics). 



Grade 3 Student Mastery of Mathematics Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Domain: Concepts 

Objective 1: Number Concepts 91% 

Objective 2: Algebraic/Mathematical Relations and Functions 90% 

Objective 3: Geometric Properties and Relationships 89% 

Objective 4: Measurement Concepts 88% 

Objective 5: Probability and Statistics 94% 

Domain: Operations 

Objective 6: Use of Addition to Solve Problems 90% 

Objective 7: Use of Subtraction to Solve Problems 73% 

Objective 8/9:* Use of Multiplication/Division to Solve Problems 86% 



O 

ERIC 
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Domain: Problem Solving 



Objective 10/13:* Problem Solving: Estimation/Reasonableness 
Objective 11: Problem Solving Using Solution Strategies 
Objective 12: Problem Solving Using Mathematical Representation 



69% 

79% 

78% 



*Note: At Grade 3, Objectives 8 and 9 and Objectives 10 and 13 on the TAAS mathematics test are 
combined for reporting and to ensure that test content matches classroom instructional emphasis and 
developmental progress at this grade level. 



The following items are from the 1997 TAAS Grade 3 reading and mathematics tests. Each item assesses 
a particular objective, which is noted above each item. Item analysis information, indicating the percentage 
of students statewide who selected a particular option, is presented next to each answer choice. The correct 
answers are indicated by asterisks. Some passages and items have been reduced in size in order to fit into 
the space available in this report. All test items and passages are copyrighted by the Texas Education 
Agency. 

Following the test items are statewide summary reports and demographic performance summary 
reports for the 1997 TAAS tests administered to Grade 3 students not in special education. 



GRADE 3 TAAS ITEMS 



0 
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GRADE 3 READING PASSAGE 



Which puppy will Danny choose? 

School was over for the day. Danny and his friend Matt were walking home. They saw a 
sign tacked to the telephone pole in front of the fruit stand. 



FREE 

Black-and-White-Spotted Puppies 
Need a lot of love 
Call Mr. Jones at 555-2332 



Danny took a pencil out of his 
backpack and wrote down the phone 
number. Danny had always wanted a 
spotted puppy. “I can’t wait to tell Mom 
about this,” Danny said to Matt. 

Danny’s mom was excited about the 
news, too. She had been thinking about 
getting a puppy for Danny’s birthday. 
Now she knew where to look. 

“Let’s call the number. Maybe we can 
pick one out today,” she said. 

Danny’s mom called the number he 
had copied. She asked for Mr. Jones. 

They talked for a while, and then she 
hung up the phone. “Let’s go, Danny,” she 
said. “We’re going to get a puppy.” 

Danny’s mom drove to the address 
that Mr. Jones had given to her. There 
was a green house with a fence around 
the yard. The yard was full of spotted 
puppies. 

Danny was sure he knew which 
puppy he wanted even before he got out 
of the car. He ran to the fence to take a 
closer look. The mother dog was mostly 
black and had shaggy hair that hung 
almost to the ground. Next to her was a 
black puppy with two white spots on its 



back. “This one is perfect,” said Danny. 
Danny’s mom reminded him to take his 
time. There were a lot of puppies to look 
at, and he should not choose too quickly. 

Danny looked again as he walked 
into the yard. This time he saw a white 
one with black spots. He liked this puppy, 
too. Spotted puppies were everywhere. 
Several more puppies wrestled each other 
as Danny watched. They rolled around on 
the ground and chewed on each other’s 
ears. They were all wonderful. He would 
see one puppy that he liked, and then 
another would come by that he liked just 
as much. Danny did not know which 
puppy to choose. 

Just then a tiny, solid-black puppy 
jumped from behind a bush. She was a 
little rascal. She wagged her tail and 
pulled on the leg of Danny’s pants. The 
puppy’s whole body shook with 
excitement as she jumped on Danny. A 
big smile came across Danny’s face. He 
knew just what to do. “This puppy may 
not be spotted,” Danny said, “but it’s the 
one for me.” 



Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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GRADE 3 READING ITEMS 

Objective 6: The student will recognize points of view, propaganda, and/or statements of fact and nonfact 
in a variety of written texts. 



32 


Which is a FACT in the story? 


6% 


CD 


Danny has too many puppies. 


6% 


CD 


Danny rolled on the ground with 
the puppies. 


83% 


Gp 


Danny’s mom called Mr. Jones. 


6% 


CD 


Danny’s friend liked puppies, 
too. 



Objective 4: The student will perceive relationships and recognize outcomes in a variety of written texts. 

33 Why did Danny choose the solid-black 
puppy? 



4% 


CD 


She was the only puppy left. 


84% 


CD 


She played with Danny. 


6% 


CD 


Mr. Jones said she was the 






best one. 


7% 


C => 


Danny’s mom liked her best. 



Objective 1: The student will determine the meaning of words in a variety of written texts. 

35 In this story, the word wrestled 
means — 



82% 


C^D 


fought playfully 


5% 


CD 


ran quickly 


2% 


CD 


ate noisily 


11% 


CD 


jumped excitedly 



Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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GRADE 3 MATHEMATICS ITEMS 



Objective 2: The student will demonstrate an understanding of mathematical relations, functions, and 
other algebraic concepts. 

16 Look at the group of shapes. 




Which shape belongs to the group of 
shapes above? Mark your answer. 




78% m 



Objective 9: The student will use the operation of division to solve problems. 

36 LaShawn, Becky, and Kathy are going to share a package of 12 combs. How many 
combs will each girl get if they share the package equally? Mark your answer. 




8% cz> 3 

82% cb 4 

9% o 6 

1% cz> 9 

Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 

DEMOGRAPHIC PERFORMANCE SUMMARY - ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
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Grade 4 SPANISH TAAS 



SPRING 1997 ADMINISTRATION 

“ ,9 J 8 s * udents not in s P e cial education who tested, 29 percent met minimum expectations on all 
taken (reading and mathematics); 2 percent of the students mastered all objectives. In reading 36 

mate"™ atict' me ' minimUn ’ ex P ec,atio " s ' while 47 met minimum expectations in 

Tlie table below provides the number of Grade 4 students tested statewide in each subject area, the percent 
standard forAreelm expecta,l0ns ' the P ercenI mastering all objectives, and the average scale score. The 

“ n bZ^r g ~sr on ,he Grade 4 Spanish taas is repreMKd by a — «» 



Grade 4 Student Performance on Spanish TAAS by Subject Area 

Spring 1997 



Number 

Tested 

Reading 11,792 

Mathematics 1 1 jffj 



% Meeting 


% Mastering 


Average 


Minimum 


All 


Scale 


Expectations 


Objectives 


Score 


36% 


6% 


1458 


47% 


9% 


1491 



Academic Recognition is awarded to students who answer correctly 95% or more of the items on a 
p ticular subject area test. The table below presents by subject area the percentage of fourth graders tested 
who achieved Academic Recognition on the Spanish TAAS tests. ^ 



Grade 4 Academic Recognition on Spanish TAAS by Subject Area 

Spring 1997 



Reading 2.1% 

Mathematics 3.9% 



176 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: READING 



Thirty-six percent of the Grade 4 students tested met minimum expectations on the reading test, and 6 
percent mastered all objectives. The percentage of students mastering each objective ranged from 17 to 50 
percent. Grade 4 students achieved the highest level of mastery on Objective 2, which assesses the ability 
to identify supporting ideas. 

The following table presents the percentage of Grade 4 students achieving mastery on each reading 
objective for the spring 1997 administration of the Spanish TAAS. 



Grade 4 Student Mastery of Spanish Reading Objectives 

Spring 1997 



Objetivo 1 : 
Objetivo 2: 
Objetivo 3: 
Objetivo 4\ 
Objetivo 5: 
Objetivo 6: 



Significado de palabras (Word Meaning) 

Ideas complementarias (Supporting Ideas) 

Resumenes (Summarization) 

Relaciones y resultados (Relationships and Outcomes) 
Inferencias y generalizaciones (Inferences & Generalizations) 
Punto de vista, propaganda y hechos/no hechos 
(Point of View, Propaganda, and Fact and Nonfact) 



49% 

50% 

17% 

40% 

26% 

36% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: MATHEMATICS 

Forty-seven percent of the fourth graders tested met minimum expectations in mathematics, and 9 percent 
mastered all objectives. Mastery rates ranged from 26 percent (Objective 10/13: Resolucion de problemas 
usando estimaciones/evaluacion de lo razonable) to 75 percent (Objective 5: Probabilidad y estadlstica ). 

Grade 4 Student Mastery of Spanish Mathematics Objectives 

Spring 1997 



Area: Conceptos (Domain: Concepts) 



Objetivo 1: 
Objetivo 2: 

Objetivo 3: 

Objetivo 4: 
Objetivo 5: 



Conceptos numericos (Number Concepts) 

Relaciones y funciones matematicas/algebraicas 
(Algebraic/Mathematical Relations and Functions) 
Propiedades y relaciones geometricas 
(Geometric Properties & Relationships) 

Conceptos de medida (Measurement Concepts) 
Probabilidad y estadlstica (Probability and Statistics) 



61% 

63% 

72% 

63% 

75% 
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Area: Operaciones (Domain: Operations) 



Objetivo 6: Uso de la suma para resolver problemas 
(Use of Addition to Solve Problems) 

Objetivo 7: Uso de la resta para resolver problemas 
(Use of Subtraction to Solve Problems) 

Objetivo 8: Uso de la multiplicacion para resolver problemas 
(Use of Multiplication to Solve Problems) 
Objetivo 9: Uso de la division para resolver problemas , 

(Use of Division to Solve Problems) 



54% 



43% 



46% 



74 % 



Area: Resoluci6n de problemas (Domain: Problem Solving) 



Objetivo 10/13:* Resolucion de problemas usando estimaciones/evaluacion 
de lo razonable(Problem Solving: Estimation/Reasonableness) 
Objetivo 11: Uso de estrategias para solucionar problemas 
(Problem Solving Using Solution Strategies) 

Objetivo 12: Resoluci6n de problemas usando representaciones matematicas 
(Problem Solving Using Mathematical Representation) 



39% 



41% 



26% 



*Note: At Grade 4, Objectives 1 0 and 1 3 on the TAAS mathematics test are combined for reporting and 
to ensure that test content matches classroom instructional emphasis and developmental progress at this 
grade level. 



The following items are from the 1 997 Spanish TAAS Grade 4 reading and mathematics tests. Each item 
assesses a particular objective, which is noted above each item. Item analysis information, indicating the 
percentage of students statewide who selected a particular option, is presented next to each answer choice. 
The correct answers are indicated by asterisks. Some passages and items have been reduced in size in order 
to fit into the space available in this report. All test items and passages are copyrighted by the Texas 
Education Agency. 

Following the test items are statewide summary reports and demographic performance summary 
reports for the 1997 Spanish TAAS tests administered to Grade 4 students not in special education. 



GRADE 4 SPANISH TAAS ITEMS 
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GRADE 4 SPANISH READING PASSAGE 



El regalo especial de Midori 



La mamd de Midori se ganaba la vida como 
musico profesional en Japdn. Tenia un violin muy 
costoso. Cuando no lo estaba tocando, lo dejaba 
encima del piano. Con frecuencia Midori se subia a 
la banca del piano para tratar de bajar el violin de 
su mami A Midori le encantaba oir a su mamd 
tocar el violin y queria tratar de tocarlo ella 
tambidn. 

Cuando Midori cumplid tres anos de edad, su 
mamd le dio un regalo especial. Los ojos de Midori 
brillaron de felicidad al ver que el regalo era su 
propio violin. Midori era tan pequenita que hasta 
un violin pequeno se veia grande junto a ella. Sin 
embargo, este violin era pequeno y un nino podia 
tocarlo. Tanto amaba Midori a su violin que 
practicaba todos los dias. 

Cuando Midori cumplid ocho anos, un amigo 
de su mamd grabd a Midori mientras ella tocaba 
una pieza muy dificil en su violin. Una famosa 
maestra de violin en los Estados Unidos oyd la 
grabacidn. Ella se sorprendid que una nina tan 
pequena tuviera tanto talento. Les pidid a los 
padres de Midori que la dejaran asistir a la 
conocida escuela de musica Juilliard en los Estados 



Unidos. La maestra estaba tan emocionada con el 
talento de Midori que se ofrecid para ser su 
maestra sin cobrarle. 

Midori y su mamd se mudaron a los Estados 
Unidos en 1982. Cuando Midori tenia 16 anos, la 
invitaron a tocar el violin con una orquesta famosa. 
Mientras tocaba el violin para el publico, una de las 
cuerdas se rompid. La jovencita camind con calma 
hacia el violinista mds importante de la orquesta y 
le pidid prestado su violin. Continud tocando pero 
una cuerda de este violin tambidn se rompid. 
Midori entonces pidid prestado otro violin. Ella 
continud tocando tan maravillosamente que el 
publico entero se pard y la aclamd. Leonard 
Bernstein, el director de la orquesta, estaba tan 
asombrado que se arrodilld y abrazd a Midori. 

Midori aprecid el regalo que le habia dado su 
mamd y supo usarlo bien. El violin resultd ser 
mucho mds que un simple regalo para Midori. Fue 
un regalo para todos los amantes de la musica en 
todas partes del mundo. 



Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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GRADE 4 SPANISH READING ITEMS 



Objetivo 1: El estudiante determinard el significado de palabras en una variedad de textos escritos. 

21 La palabra profesional en este cuento quiere 
decir alguien que — 

74% A* recibe un pago por su trabajo 
8% B ya no trabaja 
6% C nunca ha trabajado 
12% D les pide a otros que trabajen 



Objetivo 4: El estudiante percibird relaciones y reconocerd resultados en una variedad de textos escritos. 

22 La maestra de violin le queria dar clases a 
Midori porque ella — 

10% F creia que Midori necesitaba mucha ayuda 

8% G sabia que Midori no podia pagar las clases 

18% H queria grabar a Midori cada vez que ella 
practicara 

64% J* reconocia que Midori tenia talento y queria 
ayudarla 



Objetivo 5: El estudiante analizard informacion en una variedad de textos escritos para hacer inferencias 
y generalizaciones. 



23 Segun el cuento, se puede concluir que la 
mama de Midori probablemente — 



18% A le daba regalos a su hija con frecuencia 
6% B queria que su hija se fuera de la casa 

11% C disfrutaba de los viajes con su hija 

64% D* le enseno a Midori a tocar el violin 
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GRADE 4 SPANISH MATHEMATICS ITEMS 



Objetivo 2: El estudiante demostrara comprension de relaciones , matematicas, funciones y otros 
conceptos algebraicos. 

15 ^Cual es el numero que mejor representa el punto W? 






1 



2 



3 



4 



5 



W 

■M 




7 



5% 


F 


5.1 


68% 


G* 


5.4 


20% 


H 


5.6 


1% 


J 


5.9 



Objetivo 4: 



El estudiante demostrara comprension de conceptos de medicion usando unidades metricas y 
usuales. 



16 ^Cual es la mejor estimaci6n del area del 
polfgono dibujado en la cuadricula? 
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2% 


A 


12 unidades cuadradas 


14% 


B 


13 unidades cuadradas 


78% 


c* 


14 unidades cuadradas 


6% 


D 


16 unidades cuadradas 
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Grade 3 SPANISH TAAS 



SPRING 1997 ADMINISTRATION 

Of the 18,155 students not in special education who tested, 36 percent met minimum expectations on all 
tests taken (reading and mathematics); 7 percent of the students mastered all objectives. In reading, 44 
percent of the students tested met minimum expectations, while 52 percent met minimum expectations in 
mathematics. 

The table below provides the number of Grade 3 students tested statewide in each subject area, the percent 
meeting minimum expectations, the percent mastering all objectives, and the average scale score. The 
standard for meeting minimum expectations on the Grade 3 Spanish TAAS is represented by a scale score 
of 1 500 in both reading and mathematics. 



Grade 3 Student Performance on Spanish TAAS by Subject Area 

Spring 1997 





Number 


% Meeting 
Minimum 


% Mastering 
All 


Average 

Scale 




Tested 


Expectations 


Objectives 


Score 


Reading 


18,000 


44% 


15% 


1486 


Mathematics 


17,934 


52% 


16% 


1511 



Academic Recognition is awarded to students who answer correctly 95% or more of the items on a 
particular subject area test. The table below presents by subject area the percentage of third graders tested 
who achieved Academic Recognition on the Spanish TAAS tests. 



Grade 3 Academic Recognition on Spanish TAAS by Subject Area 

Spring 1997 

Reading 2.9% 

Mathematics 8.0% 
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SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: READING 



Forty-four percent of the Grade 3 students tested met minimum expectations on the reading test, and 15 
percent mastered all objectives. The percentage of students mastering each objective ranged from 35 to 69 
percent. Grade 3 students achieved the highest level of mastery on Objective 1 , which assesses the ability 
to identify word meaning. 



The following table presents the percentage of Grade 3 students achieving mastery on each reading 
objective for the spring 1997 administration of the Spanish TAAS. 



Grade 3 Student Mastery of Spanish Reading Objectives 

Spring 1997 



Objetivo I : 
Objetivo 2: 
Objetivo 3: 
Objetivo 4\ 
Objetivo 5: 
Objetivo 6: 



Significado de palabras (Word Meaning) 

Ideas complementarias (Supporting Ideas) 

Resumenes (Summarization) 

Relaciones y resultados (Relationships and Outcomes) 
Inferencias y general izaciones (Inferences & Generalizations) 
Punto de vista, propaganda y hechos/no hechos 
(Point of View, Propaganda, and Fact and Nonfact) 



69% 

43% 

35% 

49% 

46% 



44% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: MATHEMATICS 

Fifty-two percent of the third graders tested met minimum expectations in mathematics, and 16 percent 
mastered all objectives. Mastery rates ranged from 40 percent (Objective 10/13: Resolucion de problemas 
usando estimaciones/evaluacion de lo razonable) to 80 percent (Objective 6: Uso de la suma para resolver 
problemas). 



Grade 3 Student Mastery of Spanish Mathematics Objectives 

Spring 1997 



Area: Conceptos (Domain: Concepts) 



Objetivo 1: 
Objetivo 2: 

Objetivo 3: 

Objetivo 4\ 
Objetivo 5: 



Conceptos numericos (Number Concepts) 

Relaciones y funciones materhaticas/algebraicas 
(Algebraic/Mathematical Relations and Functions) 
Propiedades y relaciones geometricas 
(Geometric Properties & Relationships) 

Conceptos de medida (Measurement Concepts) 
Probabilidad y estadistica (Probability and Statistics) 



66 % 

70% 

73% 

72% 

74% 
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Area: Operaciones (Domain: Operations) 



Objetivo 6: Uso de la suma para resolver problemas 
(Use of Addition to Solve Problems) 

Objetivo 7: Uso de la resta para resolver problemas 
(Use of Subtraction to Solve Problems) 

Objetivo 8/9:* Uso de la multiplicaci6n/divisi6n para resolver problemas 
(Use of Multiplication/Division to Solve Problems) 



80 % 



47% 



68% 



Area: Resoluci6n de problemas (Domain: Problem Solving) 



Objetivo 10/13:* Resoluci6n de problemas usando estimaciones/evaluaci6n 
de lo razonable (Problem Solving: Estimation/Reasonableness) 
Objetivo 11: Uso de estrategias para solucionar problemas 
(Problem Solving Using Solution Strategies) 

Objetivo 12: Resoluci6n de problemas usando representaciones matematicas 
(Problem Solving Using Mathematical Representation) 



40% 



47% 



61% 



*Note: At Grade 3, Objectives 8 and 9 and Objectives 10 and 13 on the TAAS mathematics test are 
combined for reporting and to ensure that test content matches classroom instructional emphasis and 
developmental progress at this grade level. 



The following items are from the 1 997 Spanish TAAS Grade 3 reading and mathematics tests. Each item 
assesses a particular objective, which is noted above each item. Item analysis information, indicating the 
percentage of students statewide who selected a particular option, is presented next to each answer choice. 
The correct answers are indicated by asterisks. Some passages and items have been reduced in size in order 
to fit into the space available in this report. All test items and passages are copyrighted by the Texas 
Education Agency. 

Following the test items are statewide summary reports and demographic performance summary 
reports for the 1997 Spanish TAAS tests administered to Grade 3 students not in special education. 



GRADE 3 SPANISH TAAS ITEMS 
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GRADE 3 SPANISH READING PASSAGE 



£Que hizo Bobby cuando llego el circo? 



Bobby estaba muy emocionado. Por 
fin habia llegado el circo al pueblo. Bobby 
habia ido al circo el ano pasado y se habia 
divertido mucho. Lo que mas le gustaba 
eran los animales. Y de todos los 
animales, el que mas le gustaba era el 
elefante. 

Bobby decidio ir a ver a los elefantes 
de cerca. Se fue en su bicicleta hasta 
llegar a un campo grande donde estaban 
levantando el circo. Los trabajadores 
estaban muy ocupados preparando las 
carpas y poniendo letreros. 

Un hombre les estaba dando de comer 
a tres elefantes. Bobby los miro mientras 
comian. Cuando terminaron de comer, los 
elefantes metieron la trompa en un 
tanque grande de agua. Despues se 
metieron la trompa en la boca y se 
tomaron el agua. 

El hombre le dijo a Bobby que el 
elefante mas grande media once pies de 
alto y pesaba casi doce mil libras. Este 



elefante se comia cuatrocientas libras de 
comida al dia. 

El hombre se acerco al elefante mas 
grande y le dijo: — jArriba, muchacho! — 
El elefante bajo la trompa hasta el suelo y 
el hombre se monto en ella. Entonces el 
elefante lo levanto en el aire. — [Abajo, 
muchacho! — dijo el hombre. El elefante lo 
bajo. 

— jlncreible! — dijo Bobby — . ;Que 
inteligente! 

— jClaro que si! — dijo el hombre — . 
Los elefantes son muy inteligentes. 

Pueden aprender a hacer muchas cosas. Si 
vienes a la funcion esta noche a las ocho, 
podras ver toda clase de trucos. 

Esa noche la mama de Bobby lo llevo 
al circo. Lo que mas le gusto a Bobby 
fueron los elefantes. 




Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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GRADE 3 SPANISH READING ITEMS 



Objetivo 1: El estudiante determinara el significado de palabras en una variedad de textos escritos. 

6 La palabra funcion en este cuento 
significa — 



84% 


CD 


presentation 


5% 


CD 


campamento 


2% 


CD 


selva 


9% 


CD 


zoologico 



Objetivo 3: El estudiante resumira una variedad de textos escritos. 

7 La mayor parte de este cuento se 
trata de — 



84% 


C2D 


un nino al que le gustan los 
elefantes 


4% 


CD 


un hombre que cuida animales 


5% 


CD 


como entrenar a los elefantes 


6% 


CD 


animales que hacen trucos 



Objetivo 2: El estudiante identijicard ideas complementarias en una variedad de textos escritos. 

8 ^Que estaban haciendo los 

trabajadores del circo al comienzo del 
cuento? 

13 % <=3 Entrenando a los animales 

9% o Comiendo 

70% cid Preparando las carpas 

8% <Z3 Practicando sus trucos 
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GRADE 3 SPANISH MATHEMATICS ITEMS 



Objetivo 3: 



El estudiante demostrara comprension de propiedades y relaciones geometricas. 



3 ^Que letra esta dentro del triangulo y 
fuera del clrculo? Marca tu respuesta. 




4% CD A 
7% CD B 
82% CD C 
7% <=} D 



Objetivo 7: El estudiante usara la operacion de resta para resolver problemas. 

39 Beto terna 75(2. Gasto 35(2 en leche. ^Cuanto dinero le quedo a Beto? Marca tu 
respuesta. 




8% 


C=D 


50(2 


81% 


t * i 


40(2 


6% 


CD 


35(2 


5% 


CD 


30(2 
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BENCHMARK TESTING 



Spring 1997 was designated as a benchmark year for the Grade 5 and Grade 6 Spanish TAAS reading and 
mathematics tests and the Grade 4 Spanish TAAS writing test. In a benchmark year all eligible students 
are tested, but a passing standard is not established prior to testing. Student performance data generated 
from a benchmark administration are reviewed by the State Board of Education and used to establish the 
passing standard for future administrations. Districts received raw score data for all students tested, as well 
as data reporting mastery of objectives. 




SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: READING 

A total of 2,387 students took the Grade 6 Spanish reading test. The average raw score was 24 items correct 
on the 40-item test. 



Grade 6 Student Mastery of Spanish Reading Objectives 

Spring 1997 



Objetivo 1 : 
Objetivo 2: 
Objetivo 3: 
Objetivo 4: 
Objetivo 5: 
Objetivo 6: 



Significado de palabras (Word Meaning) 

Ideas complementarias (Supporting Ideas) 

Resumenes (Summarization) 

Relaciones y resultados (Relationships and Outcomes) 
Inferencias y generalizaciones (Inferences & Generalizations) 
Punto de vista, propaganda y hechos/no hechos 
(Point of View, Propaganda, and Fact and Nonfact) 



48% 

77% 

16% 

31% 

31% 

20% 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: MATHEMATICS 

A total of 2,371 students took the Grade 6 Spanish mathematics test. The average raw score was 32 items 
correct on the 56-item test. 

Grade 6 Student Mastery of Spanish Mathematics Objectives 

Spring 1997 



Area: 



Conceptos (Domain: Concepts) 




Objetivo 1 : 


Conceptos numericos (Number Concepts) 


39% 


Objetivo 2: 


Relaciones y funciones matematicas/algebraicas 
(Algebraic/Mathematical Relations and Functions) 


61% 


Objetivo 3: 


Propiedades y relaciones geometricas 
(Geometric Properties & Relationships) 


60% 


Objetivo 4: 


Conceptos de medida (Measurement Concepts) 


69% 


Objetivo 5: 


Probabilidad y estadistica (Probability and Statistics) 


31% 



15 # 01 



Area: Operaciones (Domain: Operations) 



Objetivo 6: Uso de la suma para resolver problemas 

(Use of Addition to Solve Problems) 44% 

Objetivo 7: Uso de la resta para resolver problemas 

(Use of Subtraction to Solve Problems) 46% 

Objetivo 8: Uso de la multiplication para resolver problemas 

(Use of Multiplication to Solve Problems) 67% 

Objetivo 9: Uso de la division para resolver problemas 

(Use of Division to Solve Problems) 38% 



Area: Resolucion de problemas (Domain: Problem Solving) 



Objetivo 10: 
Objetivo 11: 
Objetivo 12: 
Objetivo 13: 



Resolucion de problemas usando estimaciones 
(Problem Solving: Estimation) 

Uso de estrategias para solucionar problemas 
(Problem Solving Using Solution Strategies) 

Resolucion de problemas usando representaciones matematicas 
(Problem Solving Using Mathematical Representation) 
Resolucion de problemas usando la evaluation de lo razonable 
(Problem Solving: Reasonableness) 



48% 

21% 

33% 

26% 




SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: READING 

A total of 7,422 students took the Grade 5 Spanish reading test. The average raw score was 24 items correct 
on the 40-item test. 



Grade 5 Student Mastery of Spanish Reading Objectives 

Spring 1997 



Objetivo 1: 
Objetivo 2: 
Objetivo 3: 
Objetivo 4: 
Objetivo 5: 
Objetivo 6: 



Significado de palabras (Word Meaning) 

Ideas complementarias (Supporting Ideas) 

Resumenes (Summarization) 

Relaciones y resultados (Relationships and Outcomes) 
Inferencias y generalizaciones (Inferences & Generalizations) 
Punto de vista, propaganda y hechos/no hechos 
(Point of View, Propaganda, and Fact and Nonfact) 



26% 

51% 

21% 

28% 

37% 

55 % 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: MATHEMATICS 



A total of 7,354 students took the Grade 5 Spanish mathematics test. The average raw score was 31 items 
correct on the 52-item test. 

Grade 5 Student Mastery of Spanish Mathematics Objectives 

Spring 1997 



Area: Conceptos (Domain: Concepts) 

Objetivo 7: Conceptos numericos (Number Concepts) 27% 

Objetivo 2: Relaciones y funciones matematicas/algebraicas 

(Algebraic/Mathematical Relations and Functions) 77% 

Objetivo 3: Propiedades y relaciones geometricas 

(Geometric Properties & Relationships) 65% 

Objetivo 4: Conceptos de medida (Measurement Concepts) 62% 

Objetivo 5: Probabilidad y estadistica (Probability and Statistics) 53% 



Area: Operaciones (Domain: Operations) 



Objetivo 6: Uso de la suma para resolver problemas 

(Use of Addition to Solve Problems) 64% 

Objetivo 7: Uso de la resta para resolver problemas 

(Use of Subtraction to Solve Problems) 38% 

Objetivo 8: Uso de la multiplication para resolver problemas 

(Use of Multiplication to Solve Problems) 56% 

Objetivo 9: Uso de la division para resolver problemas 

(Use of Division to Solve Problems) 66% 



Area: Resolucion de problemas (Domain: Problem Solving) 



Objetivo 10 : Resolucion de problemas usando estimaciones 

(Problem Solving: Estimation) 44% 

• Objetivo 11: Uso de estrategias para solucionar problemas 

(Problem Solving Using Solution Strategies) 36% 

Objetivo 12: Resolucion de problemas usando representaciones matematicas 

(Problem Solving Using Mathematical Representation) 30% 

Objetivo 13: Resolucion de problemas usando la evaluation de lo razonable 

(Problem Solving: Reasonableness) 29% 
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Grade 4 SPANISH TAAS 



SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: WRITING 



A total of 11,928 students took the Grade 4 Spanish writing test. The average raw score was 18 items 
correct on the 28-item multiple-choice portion of the test. On the written composition portion of the test, 
84 percent of the students tested received a score of 2 or higher. 



WRITTEN COMPOSITION 

The written composition portion of the test assesses Objectives 1 through 4 in writing: to respond 
appropriately to the purpose/audience specified in a given topic, to organize ideas, to demonstrate control 
of the Spanish language, and to generate a composition that develops/supports/elaborates the central idea 
stated in a given topic. TAAS responses are scored on a scale of 1 (low) to 4 (high); a composition may 
also receive a rating of 0, indicating that the response was nonscorable. On the 1 997 benchmark test in 
Spanish, Grade 4 students were required to produce a narrative composition in response to a prompt 
directing the students to write a story. A description of the attributes of papers receiving each score point 
can be found in the Texas Student Assessment Program Technical Digest as well as in the Grade 4 Spanish 
Scoring Guide For Narrative Writing, which was provided with the other released test materials and 
distributed to districts in August 1997. 

The following table displays the number and percent of papers receiving each written composition score. 



Grade 4 Student Performance on the Spanish Written Composition 

Spring 1997 



Score 



Number 

Achieving Score 



Percent 

Achieving Score 



2 

3 

4 



1,813 

6,355 

3,202 

490 



15% 

53% 

27% 

4% 
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EDITING SKILLS (MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION) 



On the multiple-choice portion of the Spanish writing test. Grade 4 students achieved the highest mastery 
rate (72 percent) on Objective 6, which requires them to recognize appropriate Spanish usage (such as 
correct subject-verb agreement and correct forms of adjectives and adverbs) within the context of a written 
passage. 



Grade 4 Student Mastery of Spanish Writing Objectives 





(Multiple-Choice Section) 






Spring 1997 




Objectivo 5 


: Estructura de oraciones 


41% 


Objectivo 6 


: Uso del espanol 


72% 


Objectivo 7 


: Uso de ortografia, mayusculas y puntuacion 


30% 



GRADES 4, 5, and 6 SPANISH TAAS ITEMS 



The following items are from the 1 997 Spanish TAAS benchmarked tests: the Grade 5 and Grade 6 reading^ 
and mathematics tests and the Grade 4 writing test. Each item assesses a particular objective, which is 
noted above each item. Item analysis information, indicating the percentage of students statewide who 
selected a particular option, is presented next to each answer choice. The correct answers are indicated by 
asterisks. Some passages and items have been reduced in size in order to fit into the space available in this 
report. All test items and passages are copyrighted by the Texas Education Agency. 

Following the test items are statewide summary reports for the 1997 Grades 5 and 6 Spanish reading and 
mathematics benchmark tests as well as the Grade 4 Spanish writing benchmark test administered to 
students not in special education. 
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GRADE 6 SPANISH READING PASSAGE 



Gloria Estefan 



Mucha gente conoce a Gloria Estefan como 
una artista y cantante muy dinamica. El 20 de 
marzo de 1990, Gloria sufrid un accidente que casi 
acabd con su carrera. Sin embargo, el accidente no 
la detuvo y hoy su musica sigue inspirando a 
mucha gente. 

Los primeros aftos y su 6xito 

Gloria Fajardo nacio el 1 de septiembre de 
1957 en La Habana, Cuba. Poco despues de su 
nacimiento, los padres de Gloria decidieron 
mudarse a los Estados Unidos. Gloria tenia 
solamente 16 meses de edad cuando llegaron a 
Texas. 

Despuds de un tiempo, el padre de Gloria se 
alistd en el ejdrcito de los Estados Unidos. Como la 
familia se mudaba con mucha frecuencia, muchas 
veces Gloria se sentla fuera de lugar con sus 
companeros de clase en la escuela. Para disminuir 
esta tristeza, Gloria aprendio a tocar la guitarra. 
Sola en su cuarto, pasaba horas cantando, 
componiendo y tocando canciones. Esto la hacia 
sentirse mris feliz. 

Con el tiempo, la familia de Gloria se 
establecid en Miami, Florida. Ella siempre ha 
considerado a Miami su hogar. En 1975, cuando 
terminaba la escuela secundaria, Gloria conocio a 
Emilio Estefan, cuya familia era tambidn de Cuba. 
El convencid a Gloria para que cantara con su 
banda. A ellos les gustd la voz de Gloria y juntos 
formaron el grupo Miami Sound Machine. Su 
musica era bicultural , combinando el sonido de 
rock de los Estados Unidos con el ritmo latino de 
Cuba. 

A pesar de que a Gloria le gustaba mucho 
cantar con la banda, pensaba que aquello era mas 
que todo un pasatiempo. Durante este tiempo, 
Gloria asistid a la Universidad de Miami y se 
graduo en 1978. Ese ano Gloria y Emilio se 
casaron. 

Gloria Estefan y el grupo Miami Sound 
Machine se hicieron populares entre mucha gente 
de habla hispana en los Estados Unidos y en 
America Latina. En 1980 la compahia de discos 
CBS les dio un contrato para grabar. Aunque los 
cuatro primeros albumes que grabaron fueron 
dirigidos a sus admiradores que hablaban espanol, 
la banda queria que el publico de habla inglesa 
tambidn entendiera su musica. En 1985 la banda 
grabo un nuevo album. Tres de las canciones de 



este album fueron grandes exitos. Este album se 
hizo popular tanto entre el publico de habla 
hispana como entre el de habla inglesa. La banda 
grabd otros albumes que se hicieron populares. En 
1988 Gloria fue elegida como “Compositora del 
Ano”. Justo cuando el exito de Gloria parecia no 
tener limite, algo sucedio que interrumpio todo. 

El accidente y la recuperacidn 

En marzo de 1990, Gloria y la banda estaban 
de gira por los Estados Unidos cuando sufrieron un 
terrible accidente de autobus en las afueras de 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. Gloria se lastimo 
gravemente y fue llevada de emergencia a un 
hospital donde los doctores descubrieron que se 
habia fracturado la espalda. 

Gloria soporto una operacion de cuatro horas 
y sufrid un dolor tremendo. No era capaz de 
moverse por si misma. Los doctores le dijeron que 
le tomarla anos recuperarse, pero Gloria les queria 
probar que estaban equivocados. Sus admiradores 
de todo el mundo la apoyaron en esos momentos de 
adversidad mand&ndole tarjetas, flores y 
telegramas. Su situacion requeria de paciencia y 
una actitud positiva. 

Durante meses Gloria hizo ejercicio para 
recobrar su fuerza. Durante ese tiempo ella 
tambidn compuso canciones nuevas. Muchas de 
estas canciones tienen que ver con su proceso de 
recuperacion. El 9 de septiembre de 1990, 
solamente seis meses despuds del accidente, Gloria 
dio su primer concierto. Ella les demostrd a todos 
que habia regresado, y mejor que nunca. Con razon 
su vida y su musica han inspirado a tanta gente. 
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GRADE 6 SPANISH READING ITEMS 



Objetivo 5: El estudiante analizard information en una variedad de textos escritos para hacer inferencias 



y generalizations . 




33 


Durante sus anos 




sentla — 


6% 


A arrepentida 


7% 


B asustada 


71% 


C* sola 


16% 


D impaciente 



Objetivo 2: El estudiante identificard ideas complementarias en una variedad de textos escritos . 



34 ^Cu&l de los siguientes eventos le pas6 a 
Gloria antes de que se graduara de la 
universidad? 



15% 


F 


La compafria CBS le ofrecid un contrato. 


69% 


G* 


Conocid a Emilio Estefan. 


9% 


H 


Se lanzd su primer dlbum de dxito. 


7% 


J 


Se recuperd de su accidente. 



Objetivo 5: El estudiante analizard information en una variedad de textos escritos para hacer inferencias 
y generalizations . 

36 Se puede describir mejor a Gloria como una 
persona — 

8% F considerada 
13% G generosa 
9% H comprensiva 
70% J* valiente 
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GRADE 6 SPANISH MATHEMATICS ITEMS 



Objetivo 1: El estudiante demos trara comprension de conceptos numericos. 

1 <jC6mo se expresa 2x3x3x5x5x5en 
forma exponencial? 



82% 


F* 


2 X 


3 2 X 5 3 


5% 


G 


2 X 


2 3 X 3 5 


9% 


H 


2 X 


3 3 X 5 5 


3% 


J 


2 6 X 


3 6 X 5' 



Objetivo 12: El estudiante expresara o resolvera problemas usando representaciones matematicas. 

21 La gr&fica muestra cu&ntas cajas de dulces vendid cada uno de 4 estudiantes para recolectar fondos. 



Alberto 



Betty 

Estudiante 

Calvin 



Gabriela 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 

Numero de cajas 
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^Cuantas cajas vendieron en total los 4 estudiantes? 



7% 


F 


65 


1% 


G 


110 


8% 


H 


170 


3% 


J 


190 


81% 


K* 


No i 
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GRADE 5 SPANISH READING PASSAGE 



^Como puede un amigo por correspondencia ayudar a Lydia? 

A la hora de la comida, el pap£ de Lydia anunci6 que la familia se mudarla a Malasia en junio despu4s 
de que terminara el ano escolar. 

— Va a ser una gran aventura — dijo el pap& — . Malasia es un pals maravilloso con muchas cosas para 
ver y hacer. Mi nuevo trabajo ser& muy interesante. Tambi^n tendremos la oportunidad de viajar a algunos 
lugares magnlficos. 

— Nos ser£ f&cil hacer nuevas amistades, Lydia — anadi6 la maml 

— Tfengo muchos libros, mapas y otra informaci6n que nos ayudarAn a aprender sobre el lugar adonde 
vamos — dijo el pap&. Despu4s le entreg6 una revista a Lydia. — Hasta consegul una revista para nifios con 
informaci6n sobre c6mo hacer amigos por correspondencia. Quizes puedas encontrar a alguien de Malasia que 
quiera ser tu amigo por correspondencia. Echale un vistazo. 

El pap£ le entreg6 los libros y los mapas a la mam£, mientras Lydia abrla la revista y decia: — jMamA, 
mira esto! 



AMIGOS POR CORRESPONDENCIA 



Soy un estudiante de 13 anos de 
Alemania y me gustarla escribirle a 
alguien en los Estados Unidos o Canada. 
El verano pasado estuve en Abilene, Texas. 
Me interesa toda clase de musica. Toco el 
piano y el clarinete. Cuando termine la 
escuela secundaria, pienso estudiar 
mtisica en el conservatorio. Mi padre es 
profesor de mdsica clAsica en la escuela a 
la que asistird y hace poco me regal6 una 
colecci6n grande de grabaciones cl&sicas. 
Cuando no estoy tocando el piano o 
escuchando musica, me gusta jugar futbol 
con mi hermano. Espero saber de ti. 

Hans Hasselmann 
Meersburgerstr. 8 
5800 Konstanz 
Alemania 

Naci en Malasia, pero mis padres y 
yo somos ciudadanos de los Estados 
Unidos. He visitado los Estados Unidos 
muchas veces, jpero nunca he vivido all£! 
Me encanta vivir en el extranjero y tengo 
amigos de todas partes del mundo. Tengo 
apenas 10 anos, pero creo que he viajado a 
m£s lugares que muchos adultos. Me 
gustarla recibir cartas de gente de mi edad 
que quieran saber de mi vida en Malasia. 

Patricia Campos 
l-D-16 Cascadia 
Halaman Cantonment 
10250 Penang 
Malasia 



Se me hace diffdl escribir en espanol, 
pero quiero practicarlo. A veces voy a ver 
pellculas de Espana y Mexico que son 
populares aqul en Francia. Tengo 11 anos. 
Tengo tres hermanos mayores y una 
hermanita. jPor favor escrlbeme! 

Jean-Pierre Bujot 
5 Rue Benoni Gaultier 
Orleans 4500 
Francia 

Soy una nina de 10 anos y me gusta el 
arte. El ano pasado gan6 el segundo lugar en 
un concurso de arte en mi dudad. Thmbi^n me 
gustan las computadoras. Me acaban de 
regalar mi primera computadora. Es una 
computadora usada de la ofidna de mi padre. 
Tfengo amigos por correspondenda en Brasil, 
Irlanda y Hungrla. Me gusta escribir cartas 
largas, especialmente durante el inviemo, 
porque no tengo hermanos ni hermanas con 
quienes jugar. Me gusta dibujar a mis amigos 
usando las fotografias que me han enviado. 
Me gustarla que me escribieras si compartes 
algunos de mis intereses. 

Anne Greva 
Gamle Bygdevei 222 
1284 Oslo 12 
Noruega 
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GRADE 5 SPANISH READING ITEMS 



Objetivo 5: El estudiante analizara information en una variedad de textos escritos para hacer inferencias 
y generalizations . 



15 


Segun este pasaje, se puede concluir que la 
mamd de Lydia piensa que Lydia — 


9% 


A 


se quedard a vivir con sus amigos de los 
Estados Unidos 


9% 


B 


olvidara a sus amigos de los Estados 
Unidos 


71% 


C* 


conocerd a muchos nuevos amigos 


12% 


D 


no hard nuevos amigos 



Objetivo 2: El estudiante identificara ideas complementarias en una variedad de textos escritos . 

18 De acuerdo con su carta, Anne estd mds 
interesada en — 

11% F la musica 
7% G las pelfculas 
12% H los viajes 
70% J* el arte 



Objetivo 4: El estudiante percibira relaciones y reconocera resultados en una variedad de textos escritos . 



21 


La familia de Lydia se va a mudar porque 


14% 


A 


la mamd quiere viajar 


11% 


B 


Lydia necesita asistir a una escuela 
especial 


66% 


C* 


el trabajo de su papd lo requiere 


9% 


D 


no les gusta donde viven ahora 
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GRADE 5 SPANISH MATHEMATICS ITEMS 



Objetivo 11. El estudiante determinara estrategias de solution y analizara o resolvera problemas . 



35 Si los 2 poligonos de abajo son congruentes, entonces — 




11% 


F 


DE es congruente con JK 


9% 


G 


AB es congruente con PO 


63% 


H* 


EF es congruente con NO 


8% 


J 


HA es congruente con MN 


8% 


K 


CD es congruente con NO 



Objetivo 8. El estudiante usara la operation de multiplication para resolver problemas. 



52 La escuela intermedia Benito Juarez comprd 
145 pares de calcetines para los equipos de 
futbol a $3 el par. ^Cuanto costaron los 
calcetines en total? 



3% 


A 


$545 


68% 


B* 


$435 


4% 


C 


$325 


5% 


D 


$175 


19% 


E 


No esta 



Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. F 



162 



211 



GRADE 4 SPANISH WRITING ITEMS 



Objetivo 5: El estudiante reconocerd la estructura apropiada de oraciones en el contexto de un pasaje 
escrito. 



El pececito Colitas nadaba r£pidamente dentro de su pecera. El miraba para todos lados buscando 

(9) 

a Andrea, su duena. Tenia hambre y sueno, pero Andrea no llegaba. Colitas iba a tener que 

acostarse sin comer. De repente aparecid Andrea con un pastelito y una velita. — jFeliz cumpleanos, 

Colitas! — exclamd Andrea. Ella le dio pedacitos. De pastel para celebrar su cumpleanos. jQue 

(10) 

sorpresa se llevd Colitas! 



11% 9 


F 


El pececito Colitas nadaba 
r&pidamente. Dentro de su pecera. 


8% 


G 


El pececito Colitas. Nadaba 
r&pidamente dentro de su pecera. 


20% 


H 


El pececito Colitas nadando 
r&pidamente dentro de su pecera. 


60% 


J* 


No hay error. 



65% 


10 A* 


Ella le dio pedacitos de pastel para 
celebrar su cumpleanos. 


12% 


B 


Ella le dio pedacitos de pastel. 
Para celebrar su cumpleanos. 


12% 


C 


Ella le dio pedacitos de pastel era 
para celebrar su cumpleanos. 


11% 


D 


No hay error. 



0 
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JAAS TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 

SUMMARY REPORT - BENCHMARK TEST 

GRADE: 06-SPANISH REPORT DATE: AUGUST 1997 

STATEWIDE DATE OF TESTING: SPRING 1997 



TEST PERFORMANCE GROUP PERFORMANCE 





Objective 

Mastery 

Number Percent 


— = No Data Reported 
For Fewer Than Five 
Students 


READING 

Number Average 

Tested Raw Score 


MATHEMATICS 

Number Average 
Tested Raw Score 








Male 


1177 


23 


1175 


32 


LECTURA (READING) 






Female 


1202 


25 


1188 


32 


COMPRENSION DE LECTURA 






No Information Provided 


8 


19 


8 


25 


1. Significado de palabras 


1137 


48 












2. Ideas complementarias 


1841 


77 


Native American 


4 


--- 


4 


— 


3. Resumenes 


388 


16 


Asian 


1 


— 


0 


— 


4. Relaciones y resultados 


730 


31 


African American 


1 


— 


1 


— 








Hispanic 


2348 


24 


2333 


32 


5. Inferencias y generalizaciones 


731 


31 


White 


6 


24 


6 


32 


6. Punto de vista, propaganda y hechos/no hechos 


475 


20 


No Information Provided 


27 


23 


27 


29 


Mastered All Objectives: 


88 


4 


Economic Disadvantaged: Yes 


2182 


24 


2169 


32 


Number Tested: 2387 






No 


162 


25 


160 


33 


Average Raw Score: 24 Total Items: 


40 




No Information Provided 


43 


23 


42 


28 


Met Minimum Expectations at Possible Standards: 














60% Items Correct 


1307 


55 


Title 1, Part A: Participants 


1960 


24 


1955 


32 


65% Items Correct 


1081 


45 


Non participants 


331 


24 


320 


32 


70% Items Correct 


823 


34 


No Information Provided 


96 


26 


96 


37 


75% Items Correct 


568 


24 












MATEMATICAS (MATHEMATICS) 






Migrant: Yes 


158 


23 


157 


31 








No 


2172 


24 


2158 


32 


CONCEPTOS 






No Information Provided 


57 


23 


56 


30 


1. Conceptos numericos 


928 


39 












2. Relaciones y funciones matematicas/algebraicas 


1444 


61 












3. Propiedades y relaciones geometricas 


1423 


60 


Bilingual: Participants 


1194 


25 


1183 


34 


4. Conceptos de medida 


1626 


69 


Nonparticipants 


1105 


23 


1101 


30 


5. Probabilidad y estadistica 


733 


31 


No Information Provided 


88 


24 


87 


30 


OPERACIONES 
















6. Uso de la suma para resolver problemas 


1052 


44 


ESL: Participants 


1063 


23 


1058 


30 


7. Uso de la resta para resolver problemas 


1084 


46 


Nonparticipants 


1230 


25 


1219 


34 








No Information Provided 


94 


23 


94 


30 


8. Uso de la multiplicacion para resolver problemas 


1585 


67 












9. Uso de la division para resolver problemas 


912 


38 


















Gifted-Talented: Participants 


27 


26 


27 


37 


RESOLUCION DE PROBLEMAS 






Nonparticipants 


2308 


24 


2292 


32 


10. Resolucion de problemas usando estimaciones 


1146 


48 


No Information Provided 


52 


23 


52 


29 


11. Uso de estrategias para solucionar problemas 


508 


21 












12. Resolucion de problemas usando representaciones 


783 


33 












matematicas 






At Risk: Yes 


1918 


24 


1915 


32 


13. Resolucion de problemas usando la evaluacion 


619 


26 


No 


411 


24 


399 


33 


de lo razonable 






No Information Provided 


58 


23 


57 


29 


Mastered All Objectives: 


107 


5 












Number Tested: 2371 
















Average Raw Score: 32 Total Items: 


56 




Special Ed.: Participants 


40 


20 


45 


26 








Nonpartici parts 


2294 


24 


2273 


70 


Met Minimum Expectations at Possible Standards: 




No Information Provided 


53 


23 


53 


JC 

31 


60% Items Correct 


1116 


47 












65% Items Correct 


933 


39 












70% Items Correct 


767 


32 


Oral Administration: Math 


7 


15 


12 


18 


75% Items Correct 


644 


27 
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ffTc TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 

MlifiJ SUMMARY REPORT - BENCHMARK TEST 



GRADE: 05-SPANISH 
STATEWIDE 



TEST PERFORMANCE 



REPORT DATE: AUGUST 1997 

DATE OF TESTING: SPRING 1997 



GROUP PERFORMANCE 





Objective 

Mastery 

Number Percent 


LECTURA (READING) 




r 

f 


COMPRENSION DE LECTURA 




r 


1. Significado de palabras 


1907 


26 


2. Ideas complementarias 


3810 


51 1 


3. Resumenes 


1544 


21 


4. Relaciones y resultados 


2058 


28 

I 


5. Inferencias y generalizaciones 


2746 


37 


6. Punto de vista, propaganda y hechos/no hechos 


4076 


55 | 


Mastered All Objectives: 


484 


7 


Number Tested: 7422 






Average Raw Score: 24 Total Items: 


40 




Met Minimum Expectations at Possible Standards: 




60% Items Correct 


3952 


53 


65% Items Correct 


3305 


45 


70% Items Correct 


2686 


36 


75% Items Correct 


2068 


28 


MATEMATICAS (MATHEMATICS) 






CONCEPTOS 






1. Conceptos numericos 


2015 


27 


2. Relaciones y funciones matematicas/algebraicas 


5635 


77 


3. Propiedades y relaciones geometricas 


4789 


65 


4. Conceptos de medida 


4561 


62 


5. Probabilidad y estadistica 


3926 


53 


OPERACIONES 






6. Uso de la suma para resolver problemas 


4714 


64 


7. Uso de la resta para resolver problemas 


2829 


38 


8. Uso de la multiplicacion para resolver problemas 


4150 


56 


9. Uso de la division para resolver problemas 


4856 


66 


RESOLUCION DE PROBLEMAS 






10. Resolucion de problemas usando estimaciones 


3243 


44 


11. Uso de estrategias para solucionar problemas 


2683 


36 


12. Resolucion de problemas usando representaciones 2217 


30 


matematicas 






13. Resolucion de problemas usando la evaluacion 


2150 


29 


de lo razonable 






Mastered All Objectives: 


420 


6 


Number Tested: 7354 






Average Raw Score: 31 Total Items: 


52 




Met Minimum Expectations at Possible Standards: 




60% Items Correct 


3529 


48 


65% Items Correct 


3101 


42 


70% Items Correct 


2413 


33 


75% Items Correct 


1990 


27 



= No Data Reported 
For Fewer Than Five 
Students 



Economic Disadvantaged: Yes 
No 

No Information Provided 



Title I, Part A. Participants 
Nonparticipants 
No Information Provided 



Migrant: Yes 

No 

No Information Provided 



Bilingual. Participants 

Nonparti ci pants 
No Information Provided 



ESL Participants 

Nonparticipants 
No Information Provided 



Gifted-Talented: Participants 

Nonparticipants 
No Information Provided 



At Risk: Yes 

No 

No Information Provided 



Special Ed.: Participants 

Nonparticipants 
No Information Provided 



Oral Administration. 



Math 



READING 

Number Average 
Tested Raw Score 



3688 


23 


3653 


30 


3705 


25 


3673 


31 


29 


22 


28 


25 


9 


23 


7 


32 


0 


— 


0 


— 


2 


— 


2 


— 


7310 


24 


7251 


31 


14 


26 


14 


32 


87 


23 


80 


28 


6944 


24 


6887 


31 


376 


24 


373 


31 


102 


23 


94 


28 


6073 


24 


6013 


31 


939 


24 


938 


29 


410 


27 


403 


35 


522 


23 


507 


29 


6776 


24 


6733 


31 


124 


24 


114 


29 


7064 


24 


7002 


31 


221 


23 


219 


29 


137 


24 


133 


29 


121 


22 


117 


28 


7129 


24 


7075 


31 


172 


24 


162 


26 


62 


26 


57 


35 


7247 


24 


7193 


31 


113 


24 


104 


26 


6569 


24 


6530 


30 


728 


26 


726 


33 


105 


23 


98 


27 


216 


19 


237 


24 


7098 


24 


7017 


31 


108 


24 


100 


26 


21 


15 


35 


23 



MATHEMATICS 

Number Average 
Tested Raw Score 



o 

ERIC 



best copy available 



214 
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MAAS TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 

SUMMARY REPORT - BENCHMARK TEST 



GRADE: 04-SPANISH 

STATEWIDE 



TEST PERFORMANCE 



Objective 

Mastery 

Number Percent 



ESCRITURA (WRITING) 

COMUNICACION ESCRITA 

1*4. Composicion escrita- narrativa 

Rating: 012 



3692 



31 



Number : 
Percent : 



68 

1 



1813 

15 



6355 

53 



3202 

27 



490 

4 



5. 


Estructura de oraciones 


4854 


41 


6. 


Uso del esparto! 


8605 


72 


7. 


Uso de ortografia. mayusculas y puntuacion 


3529 


30 




Mastered All Objectives: 


1138 


10 



Number Tested: 11928 

Average Multiple-Choice Raw Score: 18 

Total Multiple-Choice Items: 28 



Met Minimum Expectations” at Possible Standards: 



60% Standard 


7616 


64 


65% Standard 


6755 


57 


70% Standard 


6229 


52 


75% Standard 


5707 


48 



' includes an essay rating of at least 2 



REPORT DATE: 
DATE OF TESTING: 



AUGUST 1997 
SPRING 1997 



GROUP PERFORMANCE 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



o 

ERIC 



\ i 



— = No Data Reported 
For Fewer Than Five 
Students 


Number 

Tested 


Percent Met Min. Expectations" 
at Possible Standards 
60% 65% 70% 75% 


Male 


6065 


58 


51 


46 


42 


Female 


5856 


69 


63 


58 


54 


No Information Provided 


7 


86 


71 


57 


57 


Native American 


4 


... 








Asian 


1 


— 


— 


— 


— 


African American 


5 


60 


60 


40 


40 


Hispanic 


11844 


64 


57 


52 


48 


White 


14 


43 


36 


29 


14 


No Information Provided 


60 


40 


35 


33 


28 


Economic Disadvantaged: Yes 


11284 


64 


57 


52 


48 


No 


577 


65 


58 


54 


48 


No Information Provided 


67 


45 


39 


37 


31 


Title l t Part A; Participants 


10428 


64 


57 


53 


48 


Nonparticipants 


1035 


60 


52 


46 


42 


No Information Provided 


465 


69 


63 


59 


54 


Migrant: Yes 


774 


63 


56 


52 


48 


No 


11060 


64 


57 


52 


48 


No Information Provided 


94 


48 


43 


40 


35 


Bilingual: Participants 


11673 


64 


57 


52 


48 


Nonparticipants 


154 


56 


51 


47 


42 


No Information Provided 


101 


56 


49 


46 


43 


ESL: Participants 


70 


49 


47 


40 


36 


Nonparticipants 


11707 


64 


57 


52 


48 


No Information Provided 


151 


54 


46 


44 


40 


Gifted-Talented: Participants 


244 


82 


80 


77 


74 


Nonparticipants 


11597 


64 


56 


52 


47 


No Information Provided 


87 


47 


40 


39 


34 


At Risk: Yes 


10900 


63 


56 


52 


47 


No 


948 


72 


64 


60 


56 


No Information Provided 


80 


43 


36 


35 


29 


Special Ed.: Participants 


381 


43 


35 


31 


29 


Nonparticipants 


11459 


65 


57 


53 


49 


No Information Provided 


88 


45 


39 


38 


33 




* includes an essay rating of at least 2 
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SECTION V 

]End-of=CoiuDrse Examinations 
Spring' 1997 
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End-of-Course Examinations 



End-of-course examinations are administered at the end of the last semester of the appropriate course. In 
addition to providing requisite statewide, regional, and district-level data on specified secondary-level 
courses in various content areas, the school district may use the end-of-course tests for local purposes. An 
end-of-course test may not be used by local districts as the sole factor in determining course failure during 
the benchmark year of a new test or in the subsequent year. 

SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: ALGEBRA I 

The State Board of Education has set the passing standard for the Algebra I end-of-course examination at 
an equivalent of 70 percent of the items correct, represented by a scale score of 1500. Results of the spring 
1997 administration showed that 35 percent of the 237,515 students tested performed successfully. Twelve 
percent mastered all objectives. The percentage of students mastering each objective ranged from 35 to 57 
percent. Students achieved the highest level of mastery on Objective 6 (Polynomials). 

The following table presents the percentage of students achieving mastery on each Algebra I end-of-course 
test objective for the spring 1997 administration. 



Student Mastery of Algebra I Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Domain: Graphing 



Objective 7: Characteristics of Graphing 
Objective 2: Applications of Graphing 
Objective 3: Equations of Lines 



54% 

37% 

35% 



Domain: Equations and Inequalities 



Objective 4: Linear Equations/Inequalities 

Objective 5: Absolute Value and Quadratic Equations/Inequalities 

Objective 6: Polynomials 



36% 

45% 

57% 



Domain: Problem Solving 

Objective 8: Exponents, Quadratic Situations, and Right Triangles 

Objective 9: One or Two- Variable Situations 

Objective 10: Probability, Ratio and Proportion, Data Analysis 



46% 

37% 

56% 
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ALGEBRA I RESULTS BY GRADE LEVEL AND ETHNICITY 

The following tables present data by grade level and ethnicity for the Algebra I end-of-course test 
administered in spring 1997. The first table shows the number of students tested at each grade level and 
the percentage of those students who passed; these percentages ranged from 10 percent passing at Grade 
11 to 87 percent passing at Grade 7. , 

The second table indicates the percentage passing by ethnicity at Grades 8, 9, and 10, which were the grade 
levels with the greatest number of tested students. Across all ethnic groups, performance was highest at 
Grade 8 and lowest at Grade 10. 



ALGEBRA I END-OF-COURSE TEST 
SPRUNG 11997/ 



PERCENT PASSING BY GRADE LEVEL 



GRADE 

LEVEL 


NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS TESTED* 


PERCENT 

PASSING 


6 


30 


83% 


7 


2,317 


87% 


8 


49,098 


74% 


9 


132,633 


28% 


10 


41,113 


12% 


11 


8,983 


10% 


12 


2,505 


13% 



* Note: The total number of students in this column is less than the total number of students tested as it 
appears on the summary report because not all of the answer documents provided grade-level information. 



PERCENT PASSING BY ETHNICITY 



I GRADE 
j LEVEL 


ALL 


AFRICAN 

AMERICAN 


IflSPANIC 


WHITE 


OTHER 


8 


74% 


46% 


56% 


82% 


89% 


9 


28% 


13% 


16% 


41% 


47% 


10 


12% 


5% 


8% 


17% 


20% 



* Note: The “Other” category combines the results of Native American and Asian students. 
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ALGEBRA I END-OF COURSE TEST ITEMS 



The following items are from the 1997 Algebra I end-of-course test. Each item assesses a particular 
objective, which is noted above each item. Item analysis information, indicating the percentage of students 
statewide who selected a particular option, is presented next to each answer choice. The correct answers 
are indicated by asterisks. Some items have been reduced in size in order to fit into the space available in 
this report. All test items and passages are copyrighted by the Texas Education Agency. 

Following the sample items are a statewide summary report and a demographic performance 
summary report for the Algebra I test administered in spring 1997 to all students not in special education. 
Summary reports for the fall 1996 and summer 1997 administrations of the Algebra I end-of-course test 
can be found in Appendix J. 
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ALGEBRA I: ITEMS 



Objective 4: The student will formulate or solve linear equations! inequalities and systems of linear 

equations that describe real-world and mathematical situations. 

1 The cost, c, of parking a car in a lot in downtown San Antonio is given by the formula 

c = 0.75 h + 1.50 

where h is the number of hours parked. If Sara paid $3.75 for parking in a lot downtown, how long 
was she parked? 



5% 


A 


1.5 hr 


11% 


B 


2.25 hr 


66% 


c* 


3 hr 


16% 


D 


5 hr 


1% 


E 


7 hr 



Objective 10: The student will use problem-solving strategies to analyze , solve , and! or justify solutions to 
real-world and mathematical problems involving probability , ratio and proportion , or 
graphical and tabular data. 



25 



The graph shows the relationship between the number of boxes of candy sold and the amount 
of profit made. 




Number of Boxes 



How many boxes of candy must be sold to yield a $250 profit? 



8% 


A 


50 


73% 


B* 


100 


• 9% 


C 


125 


5% 


D 


175 


5% 


E 


250 



O 



Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. AH rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE: BIOLOGY I 

i 

The State Board of Education has set the passing standard for the Biology I end-of-course examination at 
an equivalent of 70 percent of the items correct, represented by a scale score of 1500. Results of the spring 
1997 administration showed that 78 percent of the 202,020 students tested performed successfully. 
Twenty-four percent mastered all objectives. The percentage of students mastering each objective ranged 
from 50 to 90 percent. Students achieved the highest level of mastery on Objective 6, which assesses the 
ability to interpret and communicate scientific data. 

The following table presents the percentage of students achieving mastery on each Biology I end-of-course 
test objective for the spring 1997 administration. 

Student Mastery of Biology I Objectives 
Spring 1997 



Domain: Understanding Concepts 

Objective 7: Heredity and Biological Change Over Time 60% 

Objective 2: Patterns of Living Systems 50% 

Objective 3: Ecology 67% 

Domain: Integrating Concepts With Process Skills 

Objective 4\ Apply Laboratory Techniques and Use Equipment 64% 

Objectives-. Acquire and Organize Scientific Data 81% 

Objective 6: Interpret and Communicate Scientific Data 90% 

Objective 7: Make Inferences, Predictions, and Generalizations 88% 

Objective8\ Design and Conduct Biological Investigations 77% 

Objective 9: Apply Science to Daily Life 71% 
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BIOLOGY I RESULTS BY GRADE LEVEL AND ETHNICITY 



The following tables present data by grade level and ethnicity for the Biology I end-of-course test 
administered in spring 1997. The first table shows the number of students tested at each grade level and 
the percentage of those students who passed; these percentages ranged from 65 percent passing at Grade 
11 to 96 percent passing at Grades 7 and 8. 

The second table indicates the percentage passing by ethnicity at Grades 9 and 10, which were the grade 
levels with the greatest number of tested students. Across most ethnic groups, performance was higher at 
Grade 10 than at Grade 9; the exceptions were white students and students in the “other” category, whose 
performance was lower at Grade 10 than at Grade 9. 



BIOLOGY H END-OF-COURSE TEST 
SPRUNG 1997 



PERCENT PASSING BY GRADE LEVEL 



GRADE 

LEVEL 


number of 

STUDENTS TESTED* 


PERCENT 

PASSING 




6 


9 


89% 


7 


50 


96% 


8 


167 


96% 


9 


108,026 


78% 


10 


82,901 


79% 


11 


8,211 


65% 


12 


2,051 


67% 



* Note: The total number of students in this column is less than the total number of students tested as it 
appears on the summary report because not all of the answer documents provided grade-level information. 



PERCENT PASSING BY ETHNICITY 



GRADE 

LEVEL 


ALL 


AFRICAN 

AMERICAN 


HISPANIC 


WHITE 


OTHER 


9 


78% 


58% 


61% 


92% 


88% 


10 


79% 


62% 


65% 


91% 


80% 



* Note: The “Other” category combines the results of Native American and Asian students. 
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BIOLOGY I END-OF COURSE TEST ITEMS 



The following items are from the 1997 Biology I end-of-course test. Each item assesses a particular 
objective, which is noted above each item. Item analysis information, indicating the percentage of students 
statewide who selected a particular option, is presented next to each answer choice. The correct answers 
are indicated by asterisks. Some items have been reduced in size in order to fit into the space available in 
this report. All test items and passages are copyrighted by the Texas Education Agency. 

Following the sample items are a statewide summary report and a demographic performance 
summary report for the Biology I test administered in spring 1997 to all students not in special education. 
Summary reports for the fall 1996 and summer 1997 administrations of the Biology I end-of-course test 
can be found in Appendix J. 
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BIOLOGY I: ITEMS 

Objective 1: The student will demonstrate an understanding of concepts in heredity and biological 

change over time. 



Fi Generation 



Aa 


aa 


Aa 


aa 



15 What are the genotypes of the parents that 
could produce only offspring with all of the 
genotypes above? 

10% F AA x aa 
4% G AA x Aa 
73% H* Aa x aa 
12% J Aa x Aa 



Objective 5: The student will demonstrate the use of skills in acquiring and organizing data . 




Experiment 1 



Experiment 2 



36 Which statement is BEST supported by the above experiments? 



10 % 

82% 

4% 

4% 



A Water on top of clay soils prevents oxygen from getting to the roots. 
B* Sandy loam allows more water to reach the plant’s roots. 

C The lack of plant growth allows clay soils to be easily eroded. 

D Sandy loam loses minerals as water flows through it. 



Copyright © 1997, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express 
written permission from Texas Education Agency. 
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ALGEBRA I TEXAS END-OF-COURSE 

SUMMARY REPORT 

ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
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BIOLOGY I TEXAS END-OF-COURSE 

SUMMARY REPORT 

ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
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SECTION VI 

TAAS and End-of-Course 
Regional Performance Summaries 

Spring' 1997/ 



TAAS perfomance by region is presented in the following reports. Reports 
are categorized by grade level, with each report listing objective-level data 
for every subject area tested as well as “all tests taken” summaries of 
performance. Results of performance on the Spanish TAAS at Grades 3 
and 4 are also included. In addition, performance by region on the Algebra I 
and Biology I end-of-course tests is provided at the objective level. 
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BIOLOGY I TEXAS END-OF-COURSE 

OPTIONAL SUBJECT AREA PERFORMANCE SUMMARY • ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
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SECTION ¥11 



A Study of the Correlation of 
Course Grades with Student Performance 
on the Grade 8 If A AS Social Studies Test 
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A Study of the Correlation of Course Grades 
With Student Performance on the Grade 8 TAAS 

Social Studies Test 



Texas Education Code Section 39.182(a)(4) mandates biennial studies to evaluate the correlation between 
student grades and student performance on state-mandated assessment instruments. To comply with this 
statute, the Student Assessment Division at the Texas Education Agency has conducted periodic studies to 
determine the relationship between a student’s classroom performance and his/her scores on statewide 
criterion-referenced assessments. 

This section describes the most recent study, which compares specific end-of-year social studies course 
grades of eighth-grade students with their pass/fail rates on the TAAS Grade 8 social studies test. Only 
students enrolled in the course described as “social studies, Grade 8” in the state-mandated curriculum 
were considered in this study. Passing the Grade 8 TAAS social studies test is defined as attaining a scale 
score of at least 1500. One large urban district, one small urban district, one rural district, and two large 
suburban districts, each representing a different region of the state, volunteered to participate in this study. 
District assistance with this study was critical since data representing specific final grades for Grade 8 
social studies are not available through the Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS). 
All five districts used a numeric grading scale. For this study the numerical grades were transformed into 
letter grades using the following scale: 

A = 90- 100 
B = 80-89 
C = 70-79 
D = 60-69 
F = below 60 

Each district provided the Student Assessment Division with data for the TAAS social studies test 
administered in May 1997 and for the social studies course completed in May 1997. The purpose of this 
case study is to examine the relationship between pass/fail rates of eighth graders on TAAS social studies 
and the specific letter grades issued to those same students at the end of their social studies course. This 
study is not intended to represent statewide patterns. 



LARGE URBAN DISTRICT 

This large urban district administered the May 1997 TAAS Grade 8 social studies test to more than 10,400 
students who were also enrolled in Grade 8 social studies during the 1996-1997 school year. Fifty-two 
percent of these students were Hispanic, 32 percent were African American, 1 1 percent were white, and 3 
percent were Asian. In addition, more than 51 percent were classified as economically disadvantaged, and 
45 percent were identified as at risk of dropping out of school. 




The following chart represents the percentage of students receiving each Grade 8 social studies final letter 
grade: 



Large Urban District 




Course Grade 



As reflected in the following graph, the higher the letter grade a student received in the Grade 8 social 
studies course, the more likely it was that he or she passed the TAAS social studies test. For example, 
students who received a final grade of A or B passed at rates of 79 and 61 percent, respectively. Similarly 
the lower the letter grade, the more likely it was that a student failed the test: 27 percent of students who 
received an F in Grade 8 social studies passed the TAAS social studies test, and 30 percent who received 
a D passed the test. 
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Grades Students Received 
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61 % 


79 % 
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S B Percent of students with this letter 
kJ grade who passed TAAS 

■ Percent of students with this letter 
grade who failed TAAS 




SMALL URBAN DISTRICT 

This district administered the May 1997 TAAS Grade 8 social studies test to approximately 750 students 
who were also enrolled in the Grade 8 social studies course during the 1996-1997 school year. 
Approximately 64 percent of these students were white, 1 6 percent were Hispanic, 1 5 percent were African 
American, and almost 3 percent were Asian. In addition, more than 39 percent of these students were 
classified as economically disadvantaged and 33 percent were at risk of dropping out of school. 

The following chart represents the percentage of students receiving each Grade 8 social studies final letter 
grade: 





Small Urban District 




Course Grade 



As reflected in the following graph, the higher the letter grade a student received in the Grade 8 social 
studies course, the more likely it was that he or she passed the TAAS social studies test: 97 percent of 
students receiving an A, 83 percent receiving a B, and 63 percent receiving a C passed the TAAS social 
studies test. Likewise, the lower the letter grade a student received in the Grade 8 social studies course, the 
more likely it was that he or she failed the TAAS social studies test. For example, 75 percent of those 
students who received a D or F failed the TAAS social studies test. 
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Grades Students Received 

A B C D F 



16% 




■ Percent of students with this letter 
grade who passed TAAS 



Percent of students with this letter 
grade who failed TAAS 



RURAL DISTRICT 

This district administered the May 1997 TAAS Grade 8 social studies test to over 700 students who were 
also enrolled in Grade 8 social studies during the 1996-1997 school year. More than 96 percent of these 
students were Hispanic, and 3 percent were white. Also, 87 percent of the students were classified as 
economically disadvantaged, and 41 percent were identified as at risk of dropping out of school. 

The following chart represents the percentage of students receiving each Grade 8 social studies final letter 
grade: 
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Rural District 




Course Grade 



As reflected in the following graph, students earning higher grades in the course did progressively better 
on the TAAS test: 23 percent who earned a C passed the test, 64 percent who earned a B passed the test, 
and 92 percent who earned an A passed the test. Students whose performance in the social studies course 
earned a grade lower than C were less likely to pass the TAAS social studies test: only 6 percent of students 
who received an F or a D for the Grade 8 social studies course passed the Grade 8 TAAS social studies 
test. 



Grades Students Received 



A B C 






Percent of students with this letter 
grade who passed TAAS 

Percent of students with this letter 
grade who failed TAAS 




LARGE SUBURBAN DISTRICT I 

This large suburban district administered the May 1997 TAAS Grade 8 social studies test to more than 
3200 students who were also enrolled in Grade 8 social studies during the 1996-1997 school year. More 
than 65 percent of these students were white, 16 percent were Hispanic, 9 percent were African 
American, and 8 percent were Asian. In addition, more than 14 percent of the students were classified as 
economically disadvantaged, and 19 percent were identified as at risk of dropping out of school. 

The following chart represents the percentage of students receiving each Grade 8 social studies final 
letter grade: 
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Large Suburban District I 




Course Grade 



As reflected in the following graph, students earning higher grades in the course did progressively better 
on the TAAS test: 64 percent who earned a C passed the test, 84 percent who earned a B passed the 
test, and 97 percent who earned an A passed the test. Students whose performance in the social studies 
course earned a D or F were less likely to pass the TAAS social studies test; thirty percent of students 
who received an F for the Grade 8 social studies course passed the Grade 8 TAAS social studies test, 
and 40 percent of students receiving a D in the course passed the test. 
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Grades Students Received 



j 






97% 



3% 





Percent of students with this letter 
grade who passed TAAS 



Percent of students with this letter 
grade who failed TAAS 




LARGE SUBURBAN DISTRICT II 

This large suburban district administered the May 1997 TAAS Grade 8 social studies test to nearly 3000 
students who were also enrolled in Grade 8 social studies during the 1996-1997 school year. More than 
77 percent of these students were white, 1 1 percent were Asian, 6 percent were Hispanic, and 6 percent 
were African American. More than 6 percent of the students were classified as economically 
disadvantaged, and 10 percent were identified as at risk of dropping out of school. 

The following chart represents the percentage of students receiving each Grade 8 social studies final letter 
grade: 
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Large Suburban District II 




A B C D F 

Course Grade 



As reflected in the following graph, students earning higher grades in the course did progressively better 
on the TAAS test: 73 percent who earned a C passed the test, 93 percent who earned a B passed the test, 
and 99 percent who earned an A passed the test. Students whose performance in the social studies course 
earned a grade lower than C were less likely to pass the TAAS social studies test. For example, 22 percent 
of students who received an F for the Grade 8 social studies course passed the Grade 8 TAAS social studies 
test, and 38 percent of students receiving a D in the course passed the test. 
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Grades Students Received 




■ Percent of students with this letter 
grade who passed TAAS 

BB| Percent of students with this letter 
U grade who failed TAAS 
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Texas Assessment of Academic Skills 
- Instructional Objectives 
Grades 3 through 8 and Exit Level 



LANGUAGE ARTS 

V 

DOMAIN: Reading Comprehension 



Objective 1\ 
Objective 2: 
Objective 3: 
Objective 4\ 

Objective 5 : 

Objective 6: 



The student will determine the meaning of words in a variety of written texts. 

The student will identify supporting ideas in a variety of written texts. 

The student will summarize a variety of written texts. 

The student will perceive relationships and recognize outcomes in a variety of 
written texts. 

The student will analyze information in a variety of written texts in order to make 
inferences and generalizations. 

The student will recognize points of view, propaganda, and/or statements of fact and 
nonfact in a variety of written texts. 



DOMAIN: Written Communication 



Objective 1 : 

Objective 2: 
Objective 3\ 

Objective 4: 

Objective 5: 

Objective 6: 

Objective 7: 



The student will respond appropriately in a written composition to the purpose/ audience 
specified in a given topic. 

The student will organize ideas in a written composition on a given topic. 

The student will demonstrate control of the English language in a written composition 
on a given topic. 

The student will generate a written composition that develops/supports/elaborates the 
central idea stated in a given topic. 

The student will recognize appropriate sentence construction within the context of a 
written passage. 

The student will recognize appropriate English usage within the context of a written 
passage. 

The student will recognize appropriate spelling, capitalization, and punctuation within 
the context of a written passage. 
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Texas Assessment of Academic Skills 
Instructional Objectives 
Grades 3 through 8 and Exit Level 



MATHEMATICS 

DOMAIN: Concepts 



Objective 1: 
Objective 2: 

Objective 3: 

Objective 4: 

Objective 5: 



The student will demonstrate an understanding of number concepts. 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of mathematical relations, functions, and 
other algebraic concepts. 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of geometric properties and 
relationships. 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of measurement concepts using metric 
and customary units. 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of probability and statistics. 



DOMAIN: Operations 



Objective 6: 
Objective 7: 
Objective 8: 
Objective 9: 



The student will use the operation of addition to solve problems. 

The student will use the operation of subtraction to solve problems. 
The student will use the operation of multiplication to solve problems. 
The student will use the operation of division to solve problems. 



DOMAIN: Problem Solving 



Objective 

Objective 

Objective 

Objective 



10: The student will estimate solutions to a problem situation. 

11: The student will determine solution strategies and will analyze or solve problems. 
12: The student will express or solve problems using mathematical representation. 

13: The student will evaluate the reasonableness of a solution to a problem situation. 
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Texas Assessment of Academic Skills 
Instructional Objectives 
Grade 8 



SCIENCE 



DOMAIN: Acquiring and Classifying Scientific Data and Information 

Objective 1: The student will demonstrate the ability to acquire scientific data and/or information. 

Objective 2: The student will demonstrate the ability to sequence, order, and/or classify scientific 
data and/or information. 

DOMAIN: Communicating and Interpreting Scientific Data and Information 

Objective 3: The student will demonstrate the ability to communicate scientific data and/or 
information. 

Objective 4\ The student will demonstrate the ability to interpret scientific data and/or information. 

Objective 5: The student will demonstrate the ability to make inferences, form generalized 
statements, and/or make predictions using scientific data and/or information. 

DOMAIN: Solving Problems — Investigating 

Objective 6: The student will demonstrate the ability to identify a problem, formulate a hypothesis, 
and design and conduct a scientific investigation. 

Objective 7: The student will demonstrate the ability to draw conclusions about the process(es) 
and/or outcome(s) of a scientific investigation. 

DOMAIN: Solving Problems — Applying Knowledge 

Objective 8: The student will demonstrate the ability to relate and/or apply scientific and 
technological information to daily life. 
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Texas Assessment of Academic Skills 
Instructional Objectives 
Grade 8 



SOCIAL STUDIES 

DOMAIN: Understanding Social Studies Concepts and Information 



Objective 1: 

Objective 2: 

Objective 3: 

Objective 4: 

Objective 5: 
Objective 6 : 



The student will demonstrate an understanding of civic values and the rights and 
responsibilities of American citizenship. 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American and other economic 
systems. 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American and other political 
systems. 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of geographical concepts and 
information. 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of historical concepts and information. 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of sociological and cultural factors that 
affect human behavior. 



DOMAIN: Evaluating Social Studies Concepts and Information 

Objective 7: The student will demonstrate the ability to interpret social studies data. 

Objective 8: The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze relationships in social studies. 

Objective 9: The student will demonstrate the ability to make generalizations about and draw 

inferences and conclusions from social studies information. 

Objective 10: The student will demonstrate the ability to use problem-solving and decision-making 
skills in a social studies context. 
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LECTURA 


Texas Assessment of Academic Skills ' 
Instructional Objectives 
SPANISH 
Grades 3 through 6 



AREA: Comprehension de lectura 



Objetivo 1 : 
Objetivo 2: 
Objetivo 3: 
Objetivo 4: 


El estudiante determinara el significado de palabras en una variedad de textos escritos. 
El estudiante identificara ideas complementarias en una variedad de textos escritos. 

El estudiante resumira una variedad de textos escritos. 

El estudiante percibira relaciones y reconocera resultados en una variedad de textos 
escritos. 


Objetivo 5: 


El estudiante analizara informacion en una variedad de textos escritos para hacer 
inferencias y generalizaciones. 


Objetivo 6: 


El estudiante reconocera puntos de vista, propaganda, hechos y aquello que no es un 
hecho en una variedad de textos escritos. 


ESCRITURA 





AREA: Comunicacion escrita 



Objetivo 1 : 


El estudiante respondera de manera apropiada al proposito/publico indicado en un tema 
determinado a traves de una composicion escrita. 


Objetivo 2: 


El estudiante organizara sus ideas respecto a un tema determinado a traves de una 
composicion escrita. 


Objetivo 3: 


El estudiante demostrara su dominio del idioma espanol a traves de una composicion 
escrita sobre un tema determinado. 


Objetivo 4: 


El estudiante redactara una composicion escrita que desarrolle/complemente/elabore la 
idea principal de un tema determinado. 


Objetivo 5: 


El estudiante reconocera la estructura apropiada de oraciones en el contexto de un pasaje 
escrito. 


Objetivo 6: 


El estudiante reconocera el uso apropiado del idioma espanol en el contexto de un 
pasaje escrito. 


Objetivo 7: 


El estudiante reconocera la ortografia apropiada y el uso correcto de mayusculas y 
puntuacion en el contexto de un pasaje escrito. 
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Texas Assessment of Academic Skills 
Instructional Objectives 
SPANISH 
Grades 3 through 6 

MATEMATICAS 



AREA: Conceptos 



Objetivo 1: 
Objetivo 2: 

Objetivo 3: 
Objetivo 4: 

Objetivo 5: 



El estudiante demostrar£ comprensidn de conceptos numericos. 

El estudiante demostrard comprensidn de relaciones matem&ticas, funciones y otros 
conceptos algebraicos. 

El estudiante demostrara comprensidn de propiedades y relaciones geometricas. 

El estudiante demostrar£ comprensidn de conceptos de medicidn usando unidades 
metricas y usuales. 

El estudiante demostrar£ comprensidn de probabilidad y estadistica. 



AREA: Operaciones 



Objetivo 6: 
Objetivo 7: 
Objetivo 8: 
Objetivo 9: 



El estudiante usar£ la operacidn 
El estudiante usar£ la operacidn 
El estudiante usar£ la operacidn 
El estudiante usara la operacidn 



de suma para resolver problemas. 
de resta para resolver problemas. 
de multiplicacidn para resolver problemas. 
de divisidn para resolver problemas. 



AREA: Resolution de problemas 



Objetivo 10: 
Objetivo 11: 
Objetivo 12: 
Objetivo 13: 



El estudiante estimara soluciones para una situacidn dada. 

El estudiante determinar£ estrategias de solucidn y analizar£ o resolver^ problemas. 
El estudiante expresar£ o resolvera problemas usando representaciones matematicas. 
El estudiante evaluar£ lo razonable de una solucidn para resolver un problema. 
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End-of-Course Tests 
Instructional Objectives 



ALGEBRA I 

DOMAIN: Graphing 

Objective 1 : The student will demonstrate an understanding of the characteristics of graphing in 
problems involving real-world and mathematical situations. 

Objective 2: The student will graph problems involving real-world and mathematical situations. 

Objective 3: The student will write equations of lines to model problems involving real-world and 
mathematical situations. 



DOMAIN: Equations and Inequalities 

Objective 4: The student will formulate or solve linear equations/inequalities and systems of linear 
equations that describe real-world and mathematical situations. 

Objective 5: The student will formulate or solve absolute value equations/inequalities and quadratic 
equations that describe real-world and mathematical situations. 

Objective 6: The student will perform operations on and factor polynomials that describe real-world 
and mathematical situations. 



DOMAIN: Problem Solving 

Objective 8: The student will use problem-solving strategies to analyze, solve, and/or justify 

solutions to real-world and mathematical problems involving exponents, quadratic 
situations, or right triangles. 

Objective 9: The student will use problem-solving strategies to analyze, solve, and/or justify 

solutions to real-world and mathematical problems involving one-variable or two- 
variable situations. 

Objective 10 : The student will use problem-solving strategies to analyze, solve, and/or justify 

solutions to real-world and mathematical problems involving probability, ratio and 
proportion, or graphical and tabular data. 
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End-of-Course Tests 
Instructional Objectives 



BIOLOGY I 



DOMAIN: Understanding Concepts 



Objective 1 : 

Objective 2: 
Objective 3: 



The student will demonstrate an understanding of concepts in heredity and biological 
change over time. 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of concepts in patterns of living systems. 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of concepts in ecology. 



DOMAIN: Integrating Concepts with Process Skills 



Objective 4: 

Objective 5: 
Objective 6: 

Objective 7: 

Objective 8: 
Objective 9: 



The student will demonstrate the ability to apply laboratory techniques and to use 
equipment in a biological context. 

The student will demonstrate the use of skills in acquiring and organizing data. 

The student will demonstrate the ability to interpret and communicate scientific data 
and/or information. 

The student will demonstrate skills in drawing logical inferences, predicting outcomes, 
and forming generalized statements. 

The student will design and conduct biological experiments and activities. 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of the application of science in daily life. 
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TEXAS LEARNING INDEX 



The Texas Learning Index (TLI) is a score provided for TAAS reading and mathematics tests. The TLI 
allows for a comparison of scores with the minimum expectations standard and allows for comparisons 
both across years and across grades within a subject area. The left-most digit of the TLI represents the 
grade at which the student was tested, and the digits on the right represent the score. For example, a TLI 
of 3-78 indicates that a third grader has scored a 78. At exit level the grade is represented by an “X.” 

The minimum expectations score of 70 represents the same amount of achievement at each grade tested 
and at each administration. Thus, the TLI score can be used to assess learning progress within a subject 
area across grades and to help determine whether a student is in line to meet the TAAS exit level standard 
if current learning progress continues. “Typical progress” is defined as a TLI difference of zero between 
grades. For example, if a student's Grade 4 TLI mathematics score was 4-70 and the student's Grade 5 TLI 
is 5-70, that student has demonstrated one year's typical learning progress and his or her performance is in 
about the same position now, relative to fifth graders, as the student's performance was then, relative to 
fourth graders. With such a system, all students, regardless of where they are on the scale, will be able to 
demonstrate progress toward ultimately passing the exit level test. The following are additional examples 
of comparative TLI scores and their interpretations. 



Student A 

Grade 3 TLI: 3-40 

Grade 4 TLI: 4-45 

The student has exceeded typical growth, but has not yet met minimum 
expectations and must continue to make exceptional progress in order 
to be ready to attain the passing standard at exit level. 

Student B 

Grade 5 TLI: 5-80 

Grade 6 TLI: 6-80 

The student has surpassed the standard of 70 needed to be in line for 
success on the exit level examination and has demonstrated one year’s 
typical learning progress. 

Student C 

Grade 7 TLI: 7-62 

Grade 8 TLI: 8-72 

The student has shown more improvement than is typical during one 
year and has met minimum expectations on the Grade 8 test. If current 
learning progress continues, the student should be in line to meet 
minimum expectations on the exit level test. 
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TEXAS PERCENTILE RANK 
AND 

NORMAL CURVE EQUIVALENT 



TEXAS PERCENTILE RANK 



The Texas Percentile Rank (PR) is provided for the TAAS reading and mathematics tests. The PR relates 
the percentage of students scoring at or below a given score point. It can be used to assess student 
achievement over time, to determine how a student's score compares to the scores of other students in the 
state, and to make comparisons in achievement between subjects. It is important to note that the Percentile 
Ranks provided with the TAAS test will relate student performance to statewide performance and will not 
allow a direct comparison to national performance. 



NORMAL CURVE EQUIVALENT 

The Normal Curve Equivalent (NCE) is provided for the TAAS reading and mathematics tests. The NCE 
relates a student's Texas Percentile Rank to the normal (bell-shaped) curve. The NCE can also be used to 
assess achievement progress over time and is commonly used in program evaluation. It is important to note 
that the type of NCE provided with the TAAS test will relate student performance to statewide 
performance and will not allow a direct comparison to national performance. 

Further information on the TLI, the PR, and the NCE can be found in the Texas Student Assessment 
Program Technical Digest. 
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c 



The following TAAS and End-of-Course Test Summary Reports include data for special-education 
students in Grades 3 through 12 (English TAAS) and Grades 3 and 4 (Spanish TAAS) for the spring 1997 
administration. Also included are the reports of the special education students who took the Algebra I and 
Biology I end-of-course tests during the spring 1997 administration. 
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The following Summary Reports include data for students in Grade 12 (not in special education) for the 
May 1997 administration of the exit level TAAS; this administration was for seniors only. 
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TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 

DEMOGRAPHIC PERFORMANCE SUMMARY - ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
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TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 

WRITTEN COMPOSITION ANALYTIC INFORMATION 

SUMMARY REPORT 



GRADE: 12-EXIT LEVEL 

DISTRICT: STATEWIDE 

CAMPUS: 



ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 

REPORT DATE: MAY 1997 

DATE OF TESTING: MAY 1997 



PAPERS RECEIVING WRITTEN COMPOSITION RATINGS OF 0 OR 1 WERE SCORED ANALYTICALLY. 
FOR EACH CATEGORY THE NUMBER OF PAPERS HAVING THAT DEFICIENCY IS INDICATED. 

A STUDENT’S PAPER MAY BE LISTED IN MORE THAN ONE CATEGORY. PAPERS RECEIVING 
WRITTEN COMPOSITION RATINGS OF 2, 3, OR 9 WERE NOT SCORED ANALYTICALLY. 



ANALYTIC CATEGORY 


NUMBERS 


OF PAPERS 


RATING OF 0 


RATING OF 1 


Lacked clarity 


0 


9 


Lacked language control 


0 


38 0 


Lacked organization/structure 


0 


199 


Lacked support/elaboration 


0 


572 


Drifted from specified purpose 


0 


67 


Used wrong purpose 


0 


2 


Drifted from specified topic 


0 


9 


Wrote off topic 


0 




No writing attempted 


10 




Indecipherable response 


2 




Insufficient response to specified task 


3 





o 

ERIC 



J y.J O 

276 



WRITTEN COMPOSITION 


RATING 


SUMMARY 










RATING: 


0 


1 


2 


3 


9 


TOTAL 


NUMBER: 


15 


702 


1839 


903 


9 


2968 


PERCENT: 


1 


29 


62 


19 


0 
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The following Summary Reports include data for special-education students in Grade 1 2 for the May 1997 
administration of the exit level TAAS; this administration was for seniors only. 
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The following Summary Reports include data for students in Grades 10 through 12 (not in special 
education) for the October 1996 administration of the exit level TAAS. 
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omo TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 
MAAb SUMMARY REPORT - TEST PERFORMANCE 

ALL STUDENTS NOT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
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TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC SKILLS 

SUMMARY REPORT - TEST PERFORMANCE 
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The following Summary Reports include data for special-education students in Grades 10 through 12 for 
the October 1996 administration of the exit level TAAS. 




289 



412 



cm 

O 



0) 

cn 

ro 

CL 




g 



CO 

CO 

LU 

CO 

CO 

CO 

I 



LU 

0 

z 

< 

01 

o 

u. 

q: 



UJ to 

a £ 

LU 

H S 

w ? 

LU to 

I- 2 

. o 



H 

Q1 



»- 
< 
o 

O Q 

CL 2 

Si ^ 

Du o 

>* °- 
£ w 
< 



D 

c/> 




2 K 

^ LU 

2 g 

5 ° 

5 o 

s° 

LU 

n .. 
o 
z 



9 

ui w 

9 ^ 
< < 
oc h- 
O c/) 




O 

ERIC 



290 



413 



QJ 

cn 

to 

CL 



CO 






5h 



o 

..5 

LU H- 

<tw 

Q*“ 

ocO 

OUJ 

Q.K 

UJ< 

OCO 



Lu 

yl 

SS 

3si 

^;q.§ 

3 H 

O CEO 

K.«S 

2 ’ = 
iu£S 

§o^ 

C/) 0.0 
CO JUS! 

Uj DC w 
CO^ 

co fr 

* l< 



CO 

I 



(0 



C/I 



oui 

^-O 

LAJit « 

gh 

<t< 

CC? 

0(0 





/g Scale 
Score 


Kl r*0 1 

pH OKI 1 

Sf 1 

pH HH 


i i Kir^in i mao o m> i 'OUiffl 

1 1 pH O' CM 1 O'CSIxt O pH 1 CQpHsO 

1 1 ^KI'J‘ 1 Kl 'OKI yf ^ 1 Kl 'O CM 

pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH 


«omo 

O' pH m 
Kl nO Kl 
pH pH pH 


l O I 
1 pH 1 
1 O l 

pH 


Ml O • 
O' pH 1 
Kl O 1 
pH pH 


1 Kl I 

1 PH 1 
1 1 
pH 


CO'O* 1 
O CM 1 
<0 'O 1 

pH pH 


CM Ml t* 
O CM Kl 
n3-n 3- Kl 
pH pH pH 


1372 




< 




















o 

2 

*- 


® x 

2 LU 
o£ 


sO M>M> 1 

CM CMCM 1 

1 


1 1 O' O CM 1 CM O' O Klf>» 1 'J'OO 

1 1 pH CM Kl 1 CM CM CM CM CM 1 pH CM 

III 1 


\A r* N 

pH CM pH 


1 Ml 1 
1 CM 1 
1 1 


r*M> 1 
CM CM 1 


1 'A l 
1 CM 1 
1 1 


Kl CM 1 
CM Kl 1 
i 


mr*v3- 

CM CM pH 


Kl 

pH 


tc 

5 


o-S 






















II 

I* 


N. HnOO 

^ 'S-o 

Sj- MH 


CM vS 1 CM CM M5 pH IflNlfl M) CO Kl Nlfllfl 

somcsj r* m> m co ki 

pH CM pH CM Kl -O 


O' Ml CM 

pH pH pH 


OO Kl 

O 

o 


pH Kl Kl 
pH Kl 

o 


OKI 


m cm o 

pH Kl 
KIpH 


pHO't* 
CM pH 
CM CM 


m 

pH 




V) 

to o: 
X CL 


ld r*cM i 
pH pH pH 1 


1 1 CM pH O 1 pH <0 Ml O 'A 1 Kim 1 

| I pH pH CM 1 pH pH pH pH pH 1 pH pH 1 


cm m co 

pH pH pH 


i m i 

1 pH 1 


om i 

pH pH 1 


i m i 

1 pH 1 


mm i 

pH pH 1 


mM>m 

pH pH pH 


pH 

pH 




H 






















CL) 


CSJ Kl CM 


sj- r*m Ml Kl Ml Kl <0 nOKI 


n 3- Kl O 


CM 


LAKI 

• - 1 


CM 

1 • 1 


'O® 

• • 1 


CM Kl ® 


o 


CO 


CD 

23 

§*- 

<£ 


♦ ♦ 1 

Kl <00 » 

in mm i 


1 1 • • • 1 • • • * * • * * 1 

1 1 O O' Ml 1 O' m CM OKI 1 pH Kl 1 

i t msrm i <rmm <rm > mm i 


o Kim 

mmm 


1 Kl 1 
i m i 


OKI 1 

om i 


1 Kl 1 

i m i 


Kl CM 1 

mm ■ 


Kl Kl CM 

mmm 


o 

m 


o 


X XX 


XXX XXX XX XX 


XXX 


X 


XX 


X 


XX 


XXX 


X 


K 






















< 






















5 

UJ 

2 


QJ y 
2iu 
rt c 


ki ms i 

pH pH 1 

1 


1 1 O' m O 1 M> K- O CM >3- 1 pH Kl 1 

|| CM 1 PH pH 1 pH pH 1 

III II 


mmeo 

pH pH 


1 Kl 1 
1 pH 1 
1 1 


O'KI 1 
pH 1 
1 


1 Kl 1 
1 pH 1 
1 1 


Kl v3- 1 
pH pH 1 

1 


Kl v3- O 
pH pH 


'A 

pH 


K 

< 


o — 
Q- 2 




















s 


II 


O tf'flO 
nJ- OKI 
m n3-*h 


CM >3- pH mf* pH stHlfl O f* Kl O' r* <f 

CO CO Ml O'yyf m CO CM 

pH CM pH Kl <f LTI 


pH CO pH 
CM O pH 

m 


or* ki 

Kl 

m 


pHsAKI 
pH CM 

m 


CM Ml CM 
Kl 

m 


sO KIpH 

mm 

KIpH 


KIpH M> 
KM1 

CM CM 


O' 

pH 




1* 




















Crt 

to a: 

X CL 
<D 


pH OKI 1 

pH pH pH I 


i l o cd n3" i cd cm (D r*pH i mn<f 

1 1 pH pH 1 pH pH 1 pH 


mnm 

pH 


1 pH 1 
1 pH 1 


m«H 1 
pH 1 


1 pH 1 
1 pH 1 


O CM 1 
pH pH 1 


O' Kl O 
*4 pH 


r* 




H 






















a> 


O 'O'O 


O' > 3 - ph ^ r* <r m co m ki co 


msoo' 


pH 


KKI 
* • 1 


pH 

1 • 1 


mcM 
• • i 


OOO 


K 




CD 

23 

< 


• * * 1 

m <fM> i 
m mm i 


t 1 • • • 1 *** * * I * * • 

1 1 vS - pH CD 1 CM Ml CM O' U1 1 M> LTI st 

i i mmm i mmm <rm i o m 


Kmm 

vj-mo 


i m i 
i m i 


r*m i 
^m i 

i i 


i m i 
i m i 

i 


'O'A 1 
mm i 

i i 


kikki 

mmm 

i i i 


r* 

sO 

i 




X XX 


XXX XXX XX XXX 


XXX 


X 


XX 


X 


XX 


XXX 


X 


e 


i 




















2 






















a 

< 

UJ 


! | x 
. 2 uj 

• Y c 


so sO^O 1 

CSJ CSJ CSJ 1 

1 


1 1 Kl m Ml 1 Ml CM O O CO 1 O M> o 

1 1 CM pH Kl 1 pH Kl CM pH CM 1 CM CM 

III 1 


ocoo 

CM pH 


1 'A 1 
1 CM 1 
1 1 


or* » 

CM 1 
1 


1 'A 1 
1 CM 1 
1 1 


yfO 1 
CM Kl r 
1 


pH O Kl 
CM Kl ^ 


m 

CM 


a 


, <j — 

■ a- 2 






















q3 ^ 
.q ® 

Iff 


CSJ pH pH O 

m CM Kl 

>0 KIpH 


CM Kl O' O' CD pH O' CD Ul HfflKI pHMJUI 

mdmdo r*M> m 0 s ph ki 

pH CM pH CM Kl -O 


tffflO 

CM pH pH 

O' 


ooo 

o 

o 


Kimtf 

pH Kl 

O 


pH® Kl 
0* 


pH pH O 
CM Kl 
KIpH 


CM Kit* 
CM CM 
CM CM 


'A 

pH 


% 

3 


»2 cS 
c^|3 


Kl '3 > 0' 1 

pH pH 1 


i or* mo i r*M> o m>>o i o ki o 

1 CM 1 pH pH 1 pH 

1 1 1 


OKir* 

pH 


1 Kl O 
1 pH 
1 


O Kl O 
pH 


1 Kl 1 
1 pH 1 
1 1 


pnr* 1 

pH pH 1 
1 


Kl Kl pH 
pH pH pH 


pH 

pH 


£r< ^ a 


























V) O O "O VIC'D 

QJ tp QJ CCCJ V'Z. V 

> "O toto'o > "O 


V) O "O 

>z*> 


cn v> -o 
c c<U 

n CO "D 


VI VI -Q 

c c ® 
to (O' 0 


<2 V) -Q 

c c QJ 

ro ro D 


V) 0*0 
a> z « 


V) V) -q 

C C 
ro ro T3 


£ 

TO 








- > Q.CL> > 


■> 


Q. Q. > 


ClclS 


aa> 


> 


Q.CL > 


2 








O O O o o 


o 


uo O 


O O O 


o o o 


o 


uuO 




Data Reported 
Fewer Than 
e Students 


VI 

c 

a) 

TJ 

2 T3 

cn qj 

c 2 

•2 § 

s £ 

s § 


a. rri £ 

? 1 °“c O I 

•o 2 | z j= £ 

qj c E E E 

"o cn o o o 

1 1 1 1 

_ C Cl. VI O O O 

§S c o z .. z z 

^ i ° >. < 


CL 

c 

o 

z 1 

® t: 
£ o 

O £ 
CL O 

£ Z 

« 


tto. 

ran_ 

“■“•O 

q 

o 

c 

o 

z 


tta 
co co 

H 

o 

c 

o 

z 


rt£ 

CO CO - 

q 

o 

c 

o 

■b z 
2 
c 


a. 

c 

o 

15 

E 

o 

c 

o 

z 


rra 

«J TO _ 

a-g-o 

3*1 

S o 

>. £ 
CD 0 

% z 
C 


c 

o 

TO 

VI 


0 0.2 
ZlLL, 

II 

1 

1 

1 


! I 

S. 

cn c 
= « § o 

*< 2llZ 


ills S 

< cl s 1 £ 

®c«Jn»Q)c 2 ? 

z <<X$z UJ h 2 


o> 

c 

UJ 

■O 

QJ 

1 

_J 


15 

D 

a> 

c 

m 


U 

cn 

UJ 


® 

(0 

K 

■6 

QJ 

XT 

o 


VI 

(E 

< 


o 

QJ 

r- 

QJ 

QJ 

TO 

V 


c 

£ 

T3 

< 

TO 

O 



o 

ERIC 



291 



415 416 



CO 



co 

0 

1 

Uj 

Q 

o 

UL 

o 



UJ 

O 

z 

< 

2 

K 

O 

u. 

K 

UJ (o 

UJ 

h § 
CO ? 
UJ co 
h- z 

. 2 



g 



h- < 

IV o 
“ =3 

O ° 

CL “ 
^ UJ < 

CO K o 
CO >. g 

co < 
g 2 
^ 2 



CO 

I 



D 

CO 




co 
^ o> 
<o o> 

O) r- 

■*- o: 
IS* UJ 

s§ 

is 

uj x 
u ° 

UJ 

o .. 



K 

X 



o 
ui u 

9 “ 
< < 
tc H 
a m 




r- 



o 

ERIC 



292 






o> 



(0 



a-te. 

S? 

So 



CO 

-J 

■J 

TZ ui 

yl 

go: 

|o 

§85 

(ja- 

^Q. 



a 

z 

liiP 

<LLI 

o*- 

l-U. 

Eo 

Oui 

CLK 

LU< 

CEO 



2T <0 

Q Z 

0£o 

05 

•S 

o< 

i Q.o 

' JJja 

i CEco 



co| 

Sd 

(/) 

til 

K 






Avg Scale 
Score 


o <? Hi i s» cm 'O s» ® » ohm hmo^ mh« 

Hi CM'T 1 H^HOvt 1 Htftg pH Hi CM O' Hi Hi 

sj* vj- | ^^v?'?'? 1 <? *? ^ <? ^ ^ Hi'?'? 

pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH pH 


CM CM 
O' Hi Hi 
Hi'O-'O’ 

pH pH pH 


1 CD CD 
l Hi'? 
1 <t'& 
pH pH 


CM pH O' 
O' Hi Ui 
HI'?'? 

pH pH pH 


'?0'CM 
HI CM s0 
U)'?'? 

pH pH pH 


OHS 

HiHivO 

pH pH pH 


O' CM O 
CM Hi Ui 
^'O'? 

pH pH pH 


CO 

o 

pH 


o 


M 9- 


















z 

H 


o X 
2 uj 

u 


CO S-O 1 OO'CvJHM 1 CM pH CM CM CO O tffflO 

CM CM Hi f CM CM CM Hi 1 CM HI n? CM CM Ui pH CM s0 

1 1 


r>*co 'O 

pH CM Hi 


1 CO Hi 
1 CM'? 
1 


r^coo 

pH CMUI 


KCOpH 
HI CM 'O 


S* O' O 

CM CM sO 


r-O'Ui 

CM CM *? 


S* 

pH 


oc 

5 


Q-2 






















v0 OUI pH O pH CM CM CO Kl OSd' O' HI *? CO HI IA 

CM pH pH pH Hi CD pH s 0 HI h* pH S- HI pH pH O' pH 


O' ui 


CM HI pH 
o CM 


pHUI CD 
'O'? CM 


O' O' ffl 
pH® pH 


O pH UI 
UlvO pH 

o>Ui 

CM pH 


UI CM O' 
Uis?CM 
fs« s 


HI 

v? 




IS 


U| pH \J > N'tWI nOCO 10 O' HKI 

^ HI pH pH CM pH CM Hi 


CM pH 

'J* 


ui 


pH Hi 


J 




























CO 

to o: 

X Q_ 
0) 

K 


co o in i ©"Ohi^cmhi &0'0 *?cohi >*o co ph 

pH CM pH 1 pH pH pH pH CM pH pH CM pH pH pH pH pH pH pH 


CM®'? 
pH pH pH 


1 CO CM 
1 pH pH 


? CO Hi 
pH pH pH 


co coo 

Hi pH CM 


S* O' O 
pH pH CM 


COCO'? 

pH pH pH 


O 

CM 




0) 


CM Hi CM 0"0'0 pH 0''? 'OlflN Hl>0 ^ stCJ'O 


pH*? pH 


CM CM 


*o hi r>. 


O' pH O' 


CO O' Hi 


CM HI UI 




U) 


o> 

2 d 


Ui v0 Hi 1 Ui Hi pH CM pH CM 'O HI CM Ui pH Hi Ui O' 

ui uiui i uiUiUiUiUiUi uiuiui uiuiui uiui*? 


pH UI CM 

uiuiui 


1 UI CD 

i uiui 


CMUI pH 

uiuiui 
1 1 1 


UIUIUI 
M) Ui Ui 
1 1 1 


'?UI'0 

uiuiui 

I 1 1 


UIUI CM 

uiuiui 
1 1 1 


'O 

ui 

i 


O 


S h 

<£ 


i ii i i i i i i iii iii iii 

X XX XXXXXX XXX XXX XXX 


XXX 


XX 


XXX 


XXX 


XXX 


XXX 


X 


•— 




















< 




















£ 

LU 


1 X 

2 uj 


ui co ph i nococoooo o co co ©"-os. rsui'O 

pH pH pH I pH pH CM pH pH pH pH pH pH pH 


0'*6 N 

pH 


i Ui o 

1 pH pH 


HiUipH 
pH pH pH 


pHUIO 

*?pHCM 


UlS. pH 
pH pH CM 


UIUI Hi 
pH pH 


s* 

pH 


X 


*■* c 


1 




1 












•— 

< 


o ■- 
Q-2 


















SE 


£3 £ 
c to 


v0 O'fiO O' S* CM ® Ul Ul pH Hi CM f>* Ui •O’ ^ HI ^ 

Hi 0'<t pHHiHi 0'<f Hi CO CM UI «*0 pH HI CO pH 

Hi o CM ff'ffl'J pH pH NUi pH pH 

v0 *? CM pH Hi CM *? UI 'O 


O'Ui CM 
pH *? 

Hi O' 

Ui 


CM HI pH 
pH CM 
HI 
MB 


*? Hi O' 
CO Hi pH 
pH pH 
'C 


CM O'Ui 
Hi CO pH 
CM 
M) 


HI O'*? 
CM O' pH 
pH pH 
<? CM 


CM O'Ui 
O' O HI 

s»ui 

HI CM 


s. 

Hi 

CM 
























to o: 
X Q_ 

a) 

H 


pH pH pH | HIpHO'CO'?'? CO Hi O' CO CM *? fs» pH >0 

pH pH pH | CM pH pH pH pH pH CM pH CM 


ui cm ui 

pH pH 


1 pH® 
1 pH pH 


Ui CM O 
pH CM 


<? pH CM 
CM pH HI 


pH CM 'O 
pH pH HI 


OCMS 
pH pH pH 


CO 




<D 


Hi CM Ui HI O' CO Ui CM O Hi CO Hi O' Hi OlflH 


CO O' O 


Hi CM 


cor^Hi 


pH Hi CO 


S» *?CM 


-OUiO' 


Hi 




O) 

CO — 
< 


SO s0 M> ! UiUiHiCMO'Ui Hi CO O CM s0 Ui OsOUi 

Ui Ui Ui 1 V0 ui Ui Ui Ui 4* Ui Ui M) Ui Ui M) Ui Ui SO 


h»s0O' 

^UiUi 


1 'O O' 
1 UiUi 


'0 M) pH 
*? Ui MB 
1 1 1 


'OMB CO 
vO Ui vO 
1 1 1 


ui s* co 
uiUiM> 
i i i 


ui s- O' 
UiUiUi 
1 1 1 


CM 

Ui 

1 




1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 III III III 

X XX XXXXXX XXX XXX XXX 


XXX 


XX 


XXX 


XXX 


XXX 


XXX 


X 


c 


t 


















z 








































5 

< 


! " x 
. 2 uj 


K N- Ui 1 O0'0'0"?0 OHN S.® <?r^N> 

CM CM CM 1 Ui pH pH pH Hi CM Hi HI pH CM UI pH CM ^ 

I 


ocoui 

pH CM Hi 


1 f".H- 
1 CM HI 


OH- O' 
pH CM Hi 


N*CN 
*? CM U| 


UiO'K 

CM CM U) 


OOS 
CM HI Hi 


o 

CM 


LU 


1 •*- c 




1 












a 


. O — 

- Q-2 




















si 

f to 

“ a) 


O ® CM O CM rs. Ui pH O U) Ui vO O' CM Ui Hi CM Hi Ui 

Hi HI O' pH HI Hi sO CO Ui UIpH Hi CO pH HI CO pH 

rs. o vO r^uiHi no> m>o phui 

& HI pH pH CM pH CM <? 'f 


HI 'O pH 
O'® Ui 
CM Hi 


Hi CO O' 
OH 
fv 

<r 


pH pH ® 
h- v? pH 
pHUi 


O'N-n? 
pH O' pH 
n 0 


COCO'? 
O O pH 
pH vO 
HI pH 


UiCOK 
V© HI CM 

coco 

CM pH 


HI 

ui 

pH 






















2 


*2 C 2 

^ • 2> 
e»- -2 5 


sO S» Hi 1 Hi O O' O O O pH®® O'O'C O vO HI 

pH pH pH 1 CM pH pH CM pH pH CM pH pH CM pH pH CM 


r*. vO hi 

pH pH 


I Ui hi 
1 pH CM 
1 


N*MBC0 
pH CM 


r^ui'O 

HI pH HI 


Uif^pH 
»H pH *? 


Uis£> CD 
pH pH CM 


pH 

pH 
























V) OTJ i2i2'o V) O "D 

®7 0) c C 0) ^ 

>* T5 <0C0"O > 'O 

> o.a> > 

O o o O O 


Vt OTD 
<0 

> 

o 


J2 W T3 
c C«J 

TO TO TD 

aa> 

o o O 


V> CO-o 
C c3) 
TO TO ^ 
CLCL> 

L> L> O 


V) CO-o 

ecu 

to ro*o 
0.0.3 
o o O 


wot) 

> z -o 

> 

o 


«/> "O 
C C u 
TO TO 
0.0.3 
O o O 


£ 

TO 

2 


Data Reported 
Fewer Than 
e Students 


£ .. | 

« U o “■ g- o o 

— TJ T3iSff Z ^ E 

if) qj <U C E E E 

c TO "D (0 O O O 

% § S | I S £ 

™ ^ ^ c i w o o o 

1 c|o cS Z .. z 

S 2 ^ w o >. < 


a. 

c 

o 

if I 

a> f 
~ o 
o 1 
^ o 

JZ z 
v> 


rri 

TO TO _ 

*1 

O 

c 

o 

z 


mi 

TO TO _ 

s ! 

o 

c 

o 

z 


rrii 

TO TO _ 

o 

c 

o 

T3 Z 

u 

c 


Q. 

c 

o 

TO 

E 

o 

c 

O 

z 


tr £ 

TO TO _ 

“■ci 

3*1 

S o 
> I 

?* 

c 

sz 


c 

o 

TO 




oo3 

Ziiii 

II 

1 

1 

1 


— (0 ® p TO m tT 

- F E 5 E S to 

o E < < o E -p o. ij 

^ O ^ C C O C _ c 

« «Is I|S||S § i 1 

< 5u.z z<<I$z uj h- 2 


CT) 

c 

UJ 

■a 

0) 

E 

j 


TO 

D 

Ui 

c 

s 


li 

in 

UJ 


a> 

TO 

i- 

■6 

a) 

e 

O 


BC 

to 

oc 

< 


0) 

K 

o3 

u 

TO 

U 


c 

E 

■o 

< 

TO 

6 



o 

C\) 




293 



419 



CO 



* 

CO 

O 



LU 

Q 

** 

o 

** 

u. 

o 



UJ 

O 

z 

< 

a: 

O 

LL 

U to 
ui 

H § 
CO H 

LU (o 

H z 
. 2 

h- < 

O Q 

Q. “ 

“J < 

o 

UJ 




to 

O) 

*£ cr> 

A v- 

o> 

cc 



■g 



u 



u 

o 



04 UJ 
— Q 



Ui UJ 

9 “ 
< < 
= h- 
O CO 




ERIC 






294 



422 



u> Z- 



S 2 



CO 



2^ 

UJfJ 

ao 



(3 

Z 

LUV 

K03 

<UJ 

QH 

j-u- 

Eo 

Ouj 

Q.H 

uj< 

QCQ 



^ HI 

yl 

§2 

° 5 | 

0 °-£ 

^Q-i 

*3 H 

JtOz 
O DCo 

K «5 

2 ’ = 

< o< 

CO 0.0 

coys 

OjKw 

Si 

?<« 
l4j v/ 




a) 

S 2? 

« 8 

o»<n 

< 



2 uj 

o£ 

Q-2 



IS 



to a: 

X Q_ 

a) 



a) 

o> 

ra — 



|{H 

o S 

o- 2 



%_ 
E w 
§ « 



05 


<t fs 


to O' 1X1 pH COO 


pH pH pH 


O CM UI 


pH O' 4 


fsCOCO 


co 'dr 


0'0''J 


KCOO 


'*4C0 


UI pH 


CM 


fs. 

ui 


• • 1 
CO 4 1 
UltXI 1 


O' O' 4 1X10 ' pH 
1X11X11X11X11X11X1 


LXIO'M- 
1X1 1X1 ui 


Uio^ 
1X1 1X1 ui 


ixi r^ ^ 

U| U|H| 


4 fs CO 
UlUlUl 


1 fsUI 
1 U1U1 


'tfslXI 
U1UIUI 
1 1 1 


KIN.'S- 
4 1X1 1X1 
1 1 1 


5SS 

i i i 


fsCOfs. 

ui ui ui 
1 1 1 


fs 

Ui 

1 


1 

X 


1 1 
XX 


1 1 1 1 1 t 

xxxxxx 


1 t 1 

XXX 


1 1 1 
XXX 


iii 

XXX 


XXX 


XX 


XXX 


XXX 


XXX 


XXX 


X 



© 

CD 

ro — 



2 uj 

a S 

Q-2 



SfrS c 

2 c*| 

S 53 



tfCM I 
NM I 
't'S’ I 



«« l 
cmcm l 



CM 1X10 

01X1 

pHKI 



O O' CO ^ N ^ 
4K1KlOK1'S > 
Nj-rovS-Nj-Nj- ro 
pH pH pH pH pH pH 



'A 0505 05 OKI 

OtOO' OKIf* 
'S-'S’tO nJ-nJ- 
pH pH pH pH pH pH 



asooNNo cmihui f-«oo 

K1 CMCMKIpH CM K 1 CM CM CM CM 



coKiuicOKio <0^4 r^ u> ui 

NHH OMH 
pH'S’fs 1X1 O' CM CM 



HNN 



4 CO 'S’ 

CM CM iH 



IX105 n 3- 

KIOiH 



1X1 f* O' 
CM CM CO 
'S-o-to 

HHH 



IX1C0«H 
CM CM CM 



4 CM O' 
OKIfH 



I h-CM pH COO 

I CM fs. O CM 1X1 

I 'S’fO vf K' 



I CO 1X1 
I CM pH 
I 



CM CO O' 
CM CM 



I N..H 
I CM 1X1 
I tftO 



l 0505 

I CM 
I 



rs.rs.ui 

CM CM <4 
'S-'S’tO 



fs.OO' 
CM K1 



pH fs. CO 4 

CM tO O' O 



fs© CM 
CM tO CM 



O'tKI O'N.pH 

\T pH rs.«4pH 

<f K1 



KIpHKI fs. O'rH tO4<0 ^ 

^■pH 1X1 Cp pH CM pH pH U1 

O'? 0 s ui 



U14OC0U1CM CO'tfN CO ro rs. CO CM fs 

CM CM CM pH CM pH pH CM pH pH CM pH pH CM pH 



I CM CO 
I CM pH 



fs. CM CO K1CM4 

pH CM pH KICMpH 



pH fs. | O' 1X1 1X1 1X1 K1 O 

CM pH I CM CM pH pH CM pH 



«tOO fs.4 fs 4C0 O 
CD sO pH pH fs. O' pH 

U|C0 Klfs-CM 



<f CMIX1 40K1 IXIOKI 

pH CM pH pH CM pH pH CM pH 



KIpHO 
fs. fO CM 
fs. 4 



4 CM 4 
CO CM pH 
CM pH 
CM 



4 CM 4 
ytvOH 



4 O CM 
pH CM CM 



O'KICM 

CM4K1 



I O CM 
I CM pH 
I 



ONN 

OH 

<*• 



<t o<r COO'T 

pH CM pH pH CM pH 



pHO'sS’ 
O' pH pH 
K1 



HOO 
pH O' H 



O' pH 1X1 pH 

pH CM CM CM 



CO <f CM 05 CM vj- fs. 

CM CO pH O' O CM O 

4 fs. O' pH 



pH pH CM I 

pH pH pH I 



K 405 I 

CM CM CM I 



l 4 CM CO 'S' CO O'KIKI CO CM CM 

I pH pH pHpH * * 



pH pH pH O pH CM 



pH CM pH pH CM 1X1 



pH pH pH pH pH 



OH 


CM to O' pH O' 


Ui to O' 


CO pH pH 


4<f CM 


tO'O CO 


'ST pH 


fs.U10 


OVfN. 


CO 1X1 N. 


(0 CM pH 


fs. 


* * 1 
4 fs 1 
1X11X1 1 


1 

1 CO fs. CM O' pH 
I U| 1X11X1 ui 


toco 1X1 
1X1 UI 1X1 


pH fs. f^ 

UIUIUI 


U14U1 

UIUIUI 


1044 

U|U1U| 


1 41X1 
1 1010 


K14U1 
UIUIUI 
1 1 1 


CM 4 
UIUIUI 
1 1 1 


uir^ui 

UIUIUI 
i i i 


U1KO' 
UIUIUI 
1 1 1 


pH 

ui 

1 


1 1 
XX 


1 1 1 1 1 
xxxxx 


III 

XXX 


1 1 1 
XXX 


1 1 1 
XXX 


XXX 


XX 


XXX 


XXX 


XXX 


XXX 


X 



O'fs.O 
O' 4 
O' ^ 



I 005 O' Klfs* 

I CM pH HI CM 



^ ^ O' O' O' pH 
pHO'S’Ks*H 
CM 1X14 



OpHCO 

CMK1K1 



fs. CO pH 
pHCMKI 



tOf-4 NK14 
CO 4 pH pHKIpH 



fs, 4 O' 
CM CM CM 



CO'S-'S- 

OOH 

'S’ 



<f fslO 

CM CM fO 



1X1 pHO 
CM CM CM 
pHKI 



| NO' 
I CM CM 



OCMvS 
1X1 pH 

'S’ 



tOfs pH 
CMCMK1 



KIOKI 

O' 4 pH 



O fs. pH 
CM tO 



1X1 CO to 
'S’pH 



UIOO 
CM tO IO 



1X1 CO CO 

CM CM fO 



CO CO O C0CM4 fs 

O' LO pH O'S’pH 1X1 

O' O'UI 



pH ® I 
CM pH I 

I 



Ot0 4tO'J’fs. 

tO pH pH pH CM 



^ CM CM NOW 

pH CM pH pH CM pH 



1X100 

pH CM pH 



SOO 

pH CM pH 



too© 



O' pH fs. 
pH CM pH 



T5 

V 

T3 

> 

O 



to 
E 
© o 
toe 



c 

<0 

o 



"O 

a) 

> 

o 



c 

o 



«0 0*0 
2 z -8 



«> ° 

II 



a) 

<o go 

2u-z 



| E g 

I <o | 

« c C O 

>§32.2 = 

ra o 

Z«I$Z 



W OT T3 
C C «? 
(0 TO^ 

aa> 

o u O 

rro. 

to q _ 

-I 

O 

*c 



r 

TO 

a. 



v> co 
> z -o 



TO 

E 

o 

c 



V> 0*0 

> z -o 



to VI -Q 

c c « 

TO TO ^ 

aa> 
o o o 
rro. 

TO TO 

“•§•1 

*! 



o 

CL 



O) 

c 

Hi 



V) V) -Q 

c c « 

TO TO 
Q.Q.> 

O O o 
rro. 

TO TO 

*1 

w 

O 

c 



TO 

D 

a> 

c 

m 



c n 

Hi 



to v> 

C C « 
TO TO 2 
Q.Q.> 
OO O 

rro: 

a-Q-g 

*! 

o 

c 



0) 

TO 

H 

”6 

05 

C 



m 



to V)-Q 
c c a) 
TO TO ^ 
Q.Q.> 
O O O 

rro. 

TO TO t- 

o-Q-l 



TO 

2 



c 

E 

T3 

< 

TO 

6 



CO 

CM 



o 

ERIC 



295 



424 



H 



The following Summary Reports include data for students in Grades 10 through 12 (not in special 
education) for the July 1997 administration of the exit level TAAS. 
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The following Summary Reports include data for special -education students in Grades 10 through 12 for 
the July 1997 administration of the exit level TAAS. 
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The following Summary Reports include data from the fall 1996 and summer 1997 administrations of the 
Algebra I and Biology I end-of-course tests; these results are for all students not in special education. 
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Appendix K 



The following Summary Reports include data from the fall 1996 and summer 1997 administrations of the 
Algebra I and Biology I end-of-course tests; these results are for special-education students. 
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